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Chapters in the History of Halifax,
Nova Scotia
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By Arraur Wextworta Hamivron Earow, M. A, D. C. L.

When England’s power at last would be complete
On all the tide-washed shores of Acadie,
She sent Cornwallis with a friendly fleet
To found this goodly city by the sea.
Acadian Ballads.

ro HE history of Nova Scotia has an interest wholly
disproportionate to the size and remote geograph-

ical position of the small peninsula which with the

island of Cape Breton constitutes the present prov-

ince bearing that name. Of the nine British provinces that com-
pose the Dominion of (Canada, Nova Scotia stands lowest but
one in point of size, but on the stage which her comparatively
small land area presents have been enacted some of the most
striking events which find place in the drama of American his-
tory.! It was the peninsula of Nova Scotia that formed the
chief part of the ancient French province of Acadia, it was here
that the first permanent European settlement except James-
town, Virginia, was made, and it was from the wooden walls
of this new world Port Royal, that the white flag of the Bour-
bons, proclaiming France’s ownership of Acadia, long flew to
1. The province of Nova Scotia (with the island of Cape Breton) comprises
21,428 square miles, or 13,713,771 acres. It has a total population of 492,338 Of
this number, 122,084 are in the island of Cape Breton, 370,254 in the peninsula.
The city of Halifax, together with Dartmouth, its main suburb (across the har-
bour), has a population of 51,677. The city itself, however, has only 46,619. Of
other towns, Nova Scotia has but six that have populations of over five thousand,

these are: Sydney, 17,723; Sydney Mines, 7,470; New Glasgow, 6,383; Truro, 6,-
107; Springhill, 5,713; North Sydney, 5,4(1/18.
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the breeze. In the island of Cape DBreton, which for many
yvears now has been part of Nova Secotia, though it was originally
not comprehended in Acadia, France reared her strongest for-
tress in the new world exeept Quebec, and it was in the present
provinee of Nova Scotia at large, as at Lonisburg and Beausé-
jour, that some of the most vigorous military movements which
resulted in the complete overthrow of French power on the con-
tinent were pursued.

In the tragedy of the expulsion of the Acadians from the
shores of Grand Pré in 1755, Longfellow found the theme for a
narrative poem of remarkable beauty, the world-famed FEvan-
geline, but almost from the beginning of New England, Boston
enterprise had found play at various spots on the Acadian sca-
coast, and at last in 1760 a tide of New Knglanders, from Mas-
sachusetts, Rhode Island, and Connecticut, swept into Nova
Scotia and made the desolate Acadian farms and many never
previously cultivated places in the province blossom as the rose.
At the Revolution, between 1775 and 1783, from thirty to thirty-
five thousand Loyalists for a longer or shorter time found refuge
in Nova Seotia, and here, in the old province, or in that part of
it that in the latter year, on the demand of the Tories was set
off as the province of New Brunswiek, a very eonsiderable num-
ber found all the scope that remained to them for the rest of
their days for the distinguished abilities they had manifested in
their native provinces—abilities which, directed in favor of Eng-
land, had made them supremely hateful to the leaders of the
American cause.

In the year 1749 George II. was on the throne of England
and Louis XV. on the throne of France. On the eighteenth of
October of the preceding year the long, wasteful struggle be-
tween Franee and England known as the ‘‘war of the Austrian
Succession,”’ which began in 1744, had come to an end, and by
the treaty of Aix la Chapelle, whieh signalized its close, the
strong fortress of Louisburg, won to England chiefly by the
fieree determination of New England militia troops in 1745, in
exchange for Madras had been blindly restored by the British
plenipotentiaries to France. In England the inglorious Pelham
ministry was in power, and in France Madame de Pompadour
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ras at the height of her influence over the volatile king, whose
subjects were having a short breathing spell before the begin-
ping of another seven years war. In New England, William
Shirley, the most powerful Knglishman in Ameriea, whose influ-
ence as an adviser of the crown and a director of American
affairs had been conspicuously felt here before the beginning of
the then recent war, and had contributed more than that of any
other public servant of the crown to the final overthrow of
French power on the continent, was governor of the province
of Massachusetts Bay.

At the head of Annapolis Basin, on the Bay of Fundy shore
of Nova Seotia, stood the scattered village and dilapidated for-
tress of Annapolis Royal, which since the destruction by a French
forece from Louishurg under Du Vivier, in May, 1744, of the
small garrison at Canso, and the removal of the men as prison-
ers to Louishurg, had been the only important centre of Ing-
lish influence in the wilole province. Of other inhabitants of
English extraction and speech, save about the fort of Annapolis
Royal, there were very few, and these scattering New kngland
fishermen and small traders and in Cumberland, miners, who
probably, for the most part, in winter returned to their New
England homes.

The successful campaign, which included in its scope every
position where the French had strongly intrenched themselves
throughout America, was planned and in large measure car-
ried ont under the direct supervision of Shirley. In Cape Bre-
ton the fortress of Lounisburg frowned threateningly not only on
the British ownership of Acadia, but on ‘“‘his Majesty’s interest
and the security and prosperity of the colonies of New Kngland,”’
and second in importance to that, within the confines of Nova
Scotia, was Fort Beauséjour, near the isthmus of Chignecto, in
what is now the county of Cumberland in this historie province.
The destiuction of both forts was in Shirley’s plan of cam-
paign, and inspired by his determination and roused to greater
action by racial antagonism and religious zeal, New Kngland
militia troops, assisted at Louisburg by British war-ships, in
1745 eftected the overthrow of Louisburg, and ten years later
made successful capture of the lesser fort. To determine prop-



272 THE HISTORY OF HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA

erly the direct responsibility for the expulsion of the Acadians
in 1755, it 18 necessary to read carefully the correspondence of
Shirley with his superiors in England and his fellow ecrown
officials in the various American colonies. The question of how
best to nentralize the influence of the French in Nova Seotia, so
that in any future designs France might have on the new world
they should be harmless, was frequently in Shirley’s mind, and,

as is well known, his proposal for a long time was to distribute
people of British allegiance among the French in Nova Scotia so
thickly that through intermarriage and in other ways the loyalty
of the latter to France should be weakened and the hold of Fng-
land upon them gain greater strength. _

That it was Shirley’s immediate suggestion that determined
the home govermment finally to establish a civil government
and create a strong strategic military centre at the Nova Seco-
tia point where IHalifax stands we are not explicitly told, but
we can hardly believe that the plan was first presented to the
British ministers by any one else. In any case, in 1747 the min-
istry requested Shirley to draw up a plan for civil government
for Nova Scotia, and in February, 1748, the governor submitted
to the Duke of Bedford such a plan. His plan was of a char-
ter government, and was not accepted, but a vear later, in
February, 1749, Louisburg again being in French hands, and
the French ministry having by no means given up the idea of
some day recapturing Acadia, the government did adopt a plan,
which in the meantime had been devised, for establishing such
civil government, for that purpose sending out a large body of
colonists to Chebueto Bay, as Halifax Harbour was then called,
to ereate a town. In pursuance of this plan, the following March
the Lords of Trade published in the London Gazette an adver-
tisement calling for volanteers for the enterprise.

The substance of the proclamation was also soon published
in French and German newspapers, the terms offered being
briefly, a free passage and support for twelve months after land-
ing; arms and necessary utensils; the establishment of a secure
civil government; lands in fee simple, free from payment of
quit-rents or taxes for the period of ten years,—fifty acres to be
awarded every private soldier or seaman, with ten acres for
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every person in his household, eighty acres to be given every
officer under the rank of ensign in the land service, and of lieu-
tenant in the sea serviece, and fifteen acres to each person in his
household, while ensigns were to receive two hundred acres each,
lieutenants three hundred, captains four hundred, and officers
above the rank of captains six hundred, all the members of the
households of these various officers to receive thirty acres apiece.
Surgeons, it is declared in this prospectus, whether they have
been engaged in his Majesty’s service or not, are to fare in the
distribution of lands as ensigns in the service. For the expense
of this scheme parliament voted a subsidy of forty thousand
pounds sterling.

The special encouragement given soldiers and sailors in this
proclamation of the Lords of Trade was of course due to the
fact that at the termination of the war with France a large
number of both had heen thrown out of employment and needed
to have some provision made for them. The advertisement in
the London Gazette begins: ‘A proposal having been presented
under his Majesty, for establishing a civil government in the
provinee of Nova Secotia, in North America, as also for the bet-
ter peopling and settling the said Province, and extending and
improving the fishery thereof, by granting lands within the
same, and giving other encouragement to such of the officers and
private men lately dismissed his Majesty’s land and sea service,
as shall be willing to settle in the said province; and his Majesty
having signified his Royal approbation of the purport of the said
proposals, the Right Hon. the Lords Commissioners for Trade
and Plantations, by his Majesty’s command give notice that
proper encouragement will be given to such of the officers and
private men lately dismissed from his Majesty’s land and
sea service, and to artificers necessary in building or husbandry,
as are willing to accept of grants of land, and to settle, with or
without families, in the province of Nova Scotia.”’

Chebucto Bay, now Halifax Harbour, lies on the southeast
coast of Nova Scotia. It is a magnificent harbour, about six miles
long by a mile wide, with excellent anchorage in all parts, and in
spite of its northern latitude is open for navigation all the
year round. In the north, a narrow passage connects it with
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what is called Bedford Basin, a lovely sheet of water, six miles
long by four wide, and deep enough for the largest men of war
to enter, and on this harbour it was proposed to locate the new
Nova Seotia town. Chebucto Bay was of course well known to
Furopean voyagers to the provinee, and only recently, in 1746,
it had been the refuge of the melancholy fleet of M. de ]a Roche-
foueaunld, Due d’Aunville, when, on its way to seize the forts of
Louisburg and Annapolis, attacked by storm and pestilence, it
had been forced to anchor in Bedford Basin until, though
wretchedly depleted, it had regained strength to return to
France. In anticipation of the settlement, the government had
taken pains to acqnaint itself intimately with the harbour and
the coast near it, shortly hefore the project took final shape em-
ploying Captain, afterwards Admiral, Philip Durell, who had
commanded one of Warren’s ships at Lounisburg in 1745, in mak-
ing a careful survey of both.*

Command of the new expedition was given to the Honourable
Kdward Cornwallis, M. P. for Eyve (a borongh long in the hands
of the Cornwallis family), sixth son of Baron Charles Corn-
wallis, and his wife Lady Charlotte Butler, whose father was
Richard Earl of Arran. Colonel Cornwallis, who was born Feb-
ruary 22, 1713, had served as major of the Twentieth regiment
in Flanders in 1744 and 1745, and in the latter year had been
appointed lieutenant-colonel of his regiment. On the decease of
his brother Stephen he was chosen for Fye, and during the ses-
sion of parliament following was made a groom of his Majesty’s
bedehamber. On the ninth of May, 1749, he became colonel of
the Twenty-fourth regiment, and received the appointment of

2. In a letter of Governor Cornwallis to the Duke of Bedford of July 23, 1749.
we find Cornwallis saying: “As perhaps no copies were taken of the Plans sent
me of the Harbour, I send along with this a copy of Durell’s plan.” Of this plan
of Durell’'s, Cornwallis in another letter says, “the two points that make the en-
trance to Bedford Bay are marked as the places proper to fortify.” In his cor-
respondence with the Lords of Trade the governor also refers to “a copy of Durell's
Plan of the Harbour and Bay.”

Admiral Philip Durell, as “Captain Durell” commanded the Eesham, one of
Warren’s ships at the first taking of Louisburg. In Boscawen’s fleet at Halifax,
in May, 1758, we once more find him as commander of the Princess Amelia, 8o
tons. April 4, 1759, General Jeffery Amherst writes to Governor Lawrence: “I
wish Admiral Durell had had the men he wanted for his ships from the Massa-
chusetts Government in the manner I desired, which Mr. Pownall I thought readily
consented to; I fear it will fall on the Regiments to give him men to get out or
he will be too late, and the regiments will suffer by it.”
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Governor of Placentia, in Newfoundland, and Captain-General
and Governor-in-Chief in and over his Majesty’s province of
Nova Scotia or Acadia.?

To the government’s proclamation so large a number of people
responded, not only soldiers and sailors retired from active ser-
vice, but mechanics of various sorts, and farmers, that early
m May, 1749, a fleet consisting of thirteen transports and a
sloop of war, carrying in all 2,576 persons, set sail from Eng-
land for Chebucto Bay. In about a month some of these an-
chored at Chebucto, some, however, not arriving until late in
June. The ships in the fleet were the Spinx, war sloop, which
brought Cornwallis and his suite, the frigates Charlton and Can-
aon, and the ships Winchelsea, Wilmington, Merry Jacks,
Alexander, Beaufort, Roehampton, Everly, London, Brother-
hood, Daltimore, and Fair Lady. Of the settlers conveyed in
these ships there were two majors in the army, one foot-major
and commissary, six captains, nineteen lieutenants, and three
ensigns. Of retired naval men and others there were three lieu-
tenants, five lieutenants of privateers, twenty-three midshipmen,
one cadet, one artificer, five volunteers, one purser, one engi-
neer, fifteen surgeons, one lieutenant and surgeon, ten surgeon’s
mates and assistants, one surgeon’s pupil, one clergyman (Rev.
William Anwyl), one ‘“gentleman and schoolmaster’’ (John Bap-
tiste Moreau), one commissary, one brewer and merchant, one
attorney, several ‘‘gentlemen,’”’ four governor’s clerks, and one
clerk of stores. Of the total number of settlers the number of
adult males was 1,546, five hundred of these being former men-
of-war sailors. Among the names of the colonists that in the
progress of the settlement became more or less prominent were
Richard Bulkeley, Alexander Callendar, John Collier, John
Creighton, Robert Ewer, John Galland, Archibald Hinchelwood,

3. In 1757, Colonel Cornwallis was advanced to the rank of major-general and
in 1760 to lieutenant-general. On his retirement from Nova Scotia he went to
England and was unanimously elected to parliament from Westminster, which con-
stituency he represented for a few years until he was appointed Governor of
Gibraltar. Edward Cornwallis was an uncle of Charles Cornwallis, first marquis
and second earl, who from 1776 until the close of the American war was in com-
mand of British troops in America, and later was Governor General of India. Ed-
ward Cornwallis married in 1733, Mary, daughter of Charles, second Lord Vis-
count Townsend, and died, without issue, December 29, 1776. See Collins’s Peer-
age, Vol. 2.
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William Nesbitt, Lewis Piers, and John Pyke, the last of whom
18 believed by his descendants to have been private secretary to
Cornwallis.

Before reaching Chebucto, Cornwallis touched at Lunenburg,
or Merligueche as it was called by the French. There he found
a small French settlement, the people living in ‘‘tolerable wood-
en houses, covered with bark.”” They had a good many ecattle
and had cleared more land than they needed to cultivate, and
Cornwallis says they were favourable to FEnglish rule and heard
of the new settlement to be made at Chebucto with unfeigned joy.

The first site chosen for Halifax was ‘‘Sandwich Point,”’ near
the end of Point Pleasant, that spot being considered, as it was,
very favourable for defence, especially since the North-West
Arm, which the settlers named Sandwich River, was navigable
for war ships to its very head. For at least a day the settlers
worked there, cutting down trees, but the depth of water in
front of the place, the exposure of the spot to the south-east
gales, and ‘‘other inconveniences,’’ led them to abandon it for
the present site. The ecity of Halifax to-day extends, north,
south, and west, far beyond its original limits, but in the begin-
ning, Buckingham Street on the north and Salter Street on the
sounth marked its utmost bounds. Regarding the location of the
town Governor Cornwallis writes to the Duke of Bedford:
““Your Grace will see that the place I have fixed for the town is
on the west side of the harbour—’tis upon the side of a Hill
which commands the whole Peninsula, and shelters the town
from the Northwest winds. From the shore to the top of the
hill is about half a mile, the ascent very gentle, the soil is good,
there is convenient landing for Boats all along the Beach, and
good anchorage within Gunshot of the shore for the largest
Ships.”’ On the spot finally chosen, John Brewse or Bruce, the
English engineer who had come with the settlers, and Mr.
Charles Morris, of Massachusetts, the government surveyor, were
ordered to lay ount the town. By the fourteenth of September
the plan was completed and the lots appropriated to their re-
spective owners. The town, says Dr. Akins, ‘‘was laid out in
squares or blocks of 320 by 120 feet deep, the streets being 55
feet in width. Each block contained 16 town lots, 40 feet front
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by 60 feet deep, and the whole was afterwards divided into five
divisions or wards, called Callendar’s, Galland’s, Ewer’s, Col-
lier’s, and Foreman’s divisions, after the names of the persons
who were appointed eaptains in the militia, each ward being
large enough to supply one company.’”’ ‘‘Foreman’s new divi-
sion was afterwards added as far as the present Jacob Street.
The north and south suburbs were surveyed about the same
time, but the German lots in the north were not laid off till the
year following.”’

For the first few weeks after reaching their destination, many
of the colonists either remained on board the transports which
had bronght them, or found shelter under canvas or tarpaulin
tents. In some instances, it is said, the trunks and boxes in which
their goods had come ‘‘served as a temporary floor to protect
them from the dampness of the ground.”” By the last of Octo-
ber about three hundred smmall one-story houses were scattered
up and down the rocky hillside, between what are now Buck-
ingham street on the north and Salter street on the south. Many
of these houses were built of pickets, set up vertically in rows
close together, on which boards were nailed, but for at least the
governor’s house and St. Paul’s Church the frames were obtained
from Boston. By the last of October also two forts were fin-
ished and a barricade around the town was completed. By March,
1750, Cornwallis had had the frame of a hospital erected, the
sick until this time having been cared for on one of the ships.
He had also in process a schoolhouse for orphan children, where
these unfortunate little ones should be cared for until the boys
were old enough to be apprenticed to fishermen. He was expect-
ing soon from New England the frame of the church, which was
to be an exact copy of Marylebone Chapel in London, and was
to cost, by the estimate that had been sent himn from Boston, a
thousand pounds. In October, 1749, the town was named, with
what formal ceremonies we do not know, for the Earl of Halifax,
a nobleman then at the head of the Board of Trade.*

The Council of Trade and Plantations, created in 1695, and lasting until
1782, exercised an important control over mercantile matters at home and the
settlement and trade of the colonies wherever they existed, and in 1748 George
Montagu, Earl of Halifax, of not particularly happy memory, beeamec president of
this body. The exact date of the naming of Halifax is clear from the Governor’s
dispatches. Until the 17th of October, 1749, Cornwallis sends his letters from
“Chebucto”; on the above date he first uses the name Halifax.
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On the thirteenth of August, 1749, a sloop arrived from Liver-
pool, England, after nine weeks voyage, bringing a hundred and
sixteen more settlers to the town. For these people two new
streets were added, and more lots were assigned. In August,
1750, the colony was still further increased by the arrival of three
hundred and fifty-three more English settlers in the ship Alder-
ney (a vessel of five hundred and four tons), whom it was con-
sidered best to settle on the east side of the harbour, where until
then there had been no settlement made. For these new arrivals,
therefore, in the autumn of 1750, the town of Dartmouth was
laid out, its name being given in honour of William Legge, first
Karl of Dartmouth, a nobleman high in the favour of (Queen
Anne, who had made him in 1710, one of her principal secre-
taries of state, and in 1713 Lord Privy Seal.®

July 13, 1750, three hundred and twelve (German Protestants
from the Palatinate arrived in Halifax in the ship dAnn. The
British government had engaged a Rotterdam merchant, Mr.
Johann Dick, to make contracts with such families or persons as
he could find willing to settle in Nova Scotia, and to arrange
for their transportation thither, and these German emigrants had
been sent from Rotterdam by him.® The provision made by gov-
ernment for maintaining the colony was not sufficient, and the
coming of these new settlers gave Cornwallis'and his council no
little anxiety. As cold weather drew near the problem of their
support became very serious, and through the long hard ensuing
winter they were undoubtedly very poorly housed and fed. When
spring opened they were set to work clearing land, building a

5. The Earl of Dartmouth died December 15, 1750, very soon afier the Nova
Scotia settlement bearing his name was formed.

6. Johann or John Dick, the Rotterdam merchant mentioned heare, undertook
to send over a thousand continental Protestants, at a guinea a head, and he seetns
to have fulfilled his agreement in a most unscrupulous way. He was later accused
by Governor Hopson of having advised the poor emigrants whom he engaged,
probably in order to secure more room on the ships, to sell even their bedding.
before they embarked. On this account they were obliged during the whole tedious
voyage to sleep on the bare decks or elsewhere without any beds or proper bed-
coverings. Among the people he sent to Halifax were “many poor old decrepid
creatures, both men and women, who were objects fitter to have been kept in alms-
houses than to be sent as settlers to work for their bread.” When the people were
landed there were over thirty of them who could not stir from the beach, eight of
these being young orphans, who had to be put in an orphanage as soon as one was
established.



THE HISTORY OF HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA 279

battery and fort on George’s Island, and constructing a palisade
around the settlement of Dartmouth.

In 1751 and 1752 some thirteen hundred more foreign settlers
came, the greater part of them Germans, but some Swiss, and
some French from Montbelliard or Mumpolgirter, the capital
city of an arcendissement in the French department of Doubs.
Sotne Gernmians who came in the spring of 1751 the Counecil pro-
posed to place at Dartmouth, opposite George’s Island, and in
preparation for locating them it sent Captain Charles Morris
to survey the land. For some reason, however, the Germans
were not located there. Six of the ships in which the settlers
of 1751 and 1752 came were the Pearl, Gale, Sally, Betty, Mur-
doch, and Swan.

On the 28th of May, 1753, 1,453 of the German and French
emigrants were sent by Governor Hopson, Cornwallis’s succes-
sor, to Merligueche, where already, as we have seen, there were
a few F'rench settlers of the old Acadian population, favourable,
however, to British rule. The fourteen transports on which
they sailed from Halifax were under convoy of the provincial
sloop York, commanded by Sylvanus Cobb, a New England sea-
captain, who in 1755 was engaged in the removal of the Aca-
dians, in 1758 conveyed General Wolfe to a reconnoitre at Lou-
isburg, later made his home in Liverpool, Nova Scotia, but died
at Havana in 1762. The first company of Germans who came to
Halifax were from Liineburg, the chief town of a district in
the Prussian province of Hanover, and in recognition of their
native place the settlement of Merligueche (or ¢ Malagash’’)
was now re-named Lunenburg.” ‘I pitched upon Merlegash for
the settlement of the foreigners,”” writes Governor Hopson to
the Lords of Trade in July, 1753, ‘‘it was preferable to Musquo-
doboit, as there is a good harbour, which is wanting at Musquodo-

7. The departure of these German settlers from the Duchy of Liineburg, in
Hanover, says the Rev. Mr. Roth, a Lutheran clergyman once settled in Lunen-
burg, Nova Scotia, is at once interesting and pathetic. “On the eve of departure
they were summoned by the bell to their church and there for the last time they
sang sacred songs of faith and trust, united in the prayers that were offered for
their guidance and protection by the power of the Almighty, listened to the ex-
hortations of their faithful pastor, and then amid the tears and farewells of their
dearest friends took leave of the home of their childhood, the associations of their
youth, and the land they were destined never to see again. Some of them came in
extreme destitution and their sufferings in their new home were not few nor light.”
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boit. Had it been possible to have sent the settlers by land it
would have been a great satisfaction to me to have saved the ex-
pense of hiring vessels, but on inquiring, found it absolutely im-
possible, not only as they would have had at least fifty miles to
go through the woods but there is not any road.”’

The removal of the Halifax Germans in general to Tmnenburg
did not, however, take all of these foreigners who had come to
the town. It is difficult to say how many remained, but the Rev.
Dr. Partridge, historian of St. George’s Parish, says that some
twenty or twenty-five families who had received grants in the
north and south suburbs of Halifax made their permanent
homes there.

In a letter to the Lords of Trade, written August 20, 1749, Gov-
ernor Cornwallis says that a good many people from Louisburg
have settled in the town, and ‘‘several’’ from New Kngland, and
that he is told that over a thousand more New England people
desire to come there before winter. ‘‘I have ordered,’’ he says,
‘¢all vessels in the Government’s service to give them passage.”’
To his letter the Lords of Trade reply that they are very glad
to hear that such numbers of people are preparing to come down
from New Fngland, and that they approve the measure he has
taken to enable them to get a ready passage. KEvery acquisition
of people, they say, will be an acquisition of strength, and they
hope that the design of ‘‘the French Protestants from Martini-
co’’ to settle in Halifax may likewise take effect.® In July, 1752,
the governor had a census of the town taken, the various divi-
sions being the North Suburbs, the South Suburbs, within the
Town, within the Pickets, within the Town of Dartmouth, on the
several islands and harbours employed in the fishery, and at the
block house and the isthmus.?

As one reads the names of the citizens of Halifax as given
in this census, one is struck by the number of New England, gen-

8. Cornwallis writes, August 20, 1749: “A French merchant has been here and
proposed to bring some Protestant families from Martinico, with their effects, if L
would give them encouragement, protection, and land. He has given me a list of
their names, with what each of them is worth—he makes their fortunes amount to
above £50,000 sterling. I have promised all kinds of protection and he is gone to
get a passport at Louisburg. From thence he goes to Martinico, and thinks they
shall be able to get here before winter.” The Martinique Protestants never came.

See Nova Scotia Archives, Vol. I, p. 579. . . . .
9. The whole number of the population as given in this census is 5,134.
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erally Boston, names. Among such are, Fairbanks, Fillis, Ger-
rish, Green, Lawson, Morris, Prescott, and Salter. That this
should be so is not, however, at all strange, for ever since the
final capture of Port Royal in 1710, which capture had been
effected largely through New Kngland troops, there had been
constant close communication between Annapolis and Boston,
while Canso, the extreme eastern point of the Nova Scotia penin-
sula, had long been a New England fishing and trading station,
with warehouses for the storage of fish. At other places on the
shores of Nova Scotia, and notably at Chebucto itself, single men,
and perhaps families, from New KEngland, had been more or less
permanently located, gathering fish in summer, and selling goods
1n small quantities to the Acadians in return for the products of
their toil. Omne Boston firm, indeed, had before 1749 secured a
grant of four thousand acres at Chignecto, in what is now Cum-
berland county for the purpose of coal mining, and when Corn-
wallis came were more or less vigorously digging coal. By the
lease granted this Boston company by the military government
at Annapolis Royal, the firm receiving the privilege was required
to pay the government a quit rent of one penny an aecre.!® Of
Malachy Salter of Halifax, who was a Boston born man, and who
in the progress of the town came to be one of the most important
men in trade, politics, and social life, the tradition is well estab-
lished that he, and perhaps his family, had been settled at
Chebucto some time before Cornwallis came.

Describing rather graphically the earliest condition of Hali-
fax as a town, Dr. Beamish Murdoch in his valuable documen-
tary history of Nova Secotia says: ‘‘Halifax in the summer and
autumn of 1749 must have presented a busy and singular scene.
The ship of war, and her discipline, the transports swarming

10. It is said that in 1733 no less than forty-six thousand quintals of dry fish
were exported from Canso, and that at the most prosperous time of the fishery
there in the summer season from fifteen hundred to two thousand men were em-
vloyed in fishing. Even whale fishing, it is said, was carried on at Canso, though
in a limited way; and the trade of cnterprising New Englanders at this point with
the French on the peninsula and Cape Breton shores, must have been very consid-
erable, dry goods, and other articles of British or American manufacture for do-
mestic use, as well as prints, vegetables, oats, shingles, bricks, flour, mecal, and bis-
cuits, being given in exchange for fish, oils, and furs.

Our statement concerning mining operations at Chignecto we have found in
Brown’s “History of Cape Breton.”
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with passengers who had not yet got shelter on land, the wide
extent of wood in every direction, except a little spot hastily and
partially cleared, on which men might be seen trying to make
walls out of the spruce trees that grew on their house lots, the
boats perpetually rowing to and from the shipping, and as the
work advanced a little, the groups gathered around—the Eng-
lishman in the costume of the day, cocked hat, wig, knee-breeches,
shoes with large glittering buckles; his lady with her hoop and
brocades ; the soldiers and sailors of the late war now in eivilian
dress, as settlers; the shrewd, keen, commercial Bostonian, tall,
thin, wiry, supple in body, bold and persevering in mind, calcu-
lating on land grants, saw-mills, shipping of lumber, fishing
profits; the unlucky habitant from Grand Pré or Piziquid, in
homespun garb, looking with dismay at the numbers, discipline,
and earnestness of the new settlers and their large military
force,—large to him as he had known only the little garrison of
Annapolis; the half wild Indian, made wilder and more intracta-
ble by bad advisers who professed to be his warmest friends;
the men-of-war’s men; the sailors of the transports, and per-
haps some hardy fishermen seeking supplies, or led thither by
curiosity,—of such various elements was the bustling crowd
composed.”’

The arrival of Cornwallis at Chebucto with the commission of
captain-general and governor-in-chief of the province brought
to an end Nova Scotia’s thirty-nine years military rule. The
military governor of the fort at Annapolis Royal since 1740 had
been Major Paul Mascarene,'* and this excellent official had been
duly apprised beforehand of the sailing of the Cornwallis fleet.
Shortly after his arrival, the new governor sent the transport
Fair Lady, whose passengers had been landed on George’s Isl-
and, to Annapolis Royal to bring Mascarene and a quorum of
his council to Halifax to be formally dismissed from office. On
the 12th of July the Annapolis officials arrived and Cornwallis
displayed to them his own commission and took the oaths of office
in their presence. On the 14th, Friday, on board the Beaufort,

11. For an account of Major Mascarene see the “New England Historical and
Genealogical Register,” Vol. 9, p. 239; and the “Correspondence of William Shir-

ley,” Vol. 1, pp. 337, 338.
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in the harbour, he chose a new council, and thus formally organ-
ized the civil government. The members of the new council
were: Paul Mascarene, Fdward Howe, John Gorham, Benja-
min Green, John Salusbury,'* and Hugh Davidson, the last of
whom became the first secretary of the province under civil rule.

Very soon William Steele, Peregrine Thomas Hopson (who on
account of his higher military rank at once took precedence of
Mascarene), John Horseman, Robert Ellison, James Francis
Mercer, and Charles Lawrence, were added to the list, the number
thus being raised to the full complement of twelve, the number
of the earlier military council. The formation of the council was
announced to the people by a general salute from the ships in
the harbour and the day was given up to general festivity. The
table around which the first council sat on the Beaufort is now
in the small Couneil Chamber in the Province Building, and is
one of Nova Scotia’s most famous historical reliecs. On the 18th
of July Cornwallis appointed John Brewse or Bruce, Robert
Kwer, John Collier, and John Duport, Esquires, justices of the
peace, for the township of Halifax, thus organizing a minor town
government for the new settlement, in addition to the govern-
ment-in-chief.

By his commission, Governor Cornwallis, ‘‘with the advice
and consent of his Council and Assembly, or the major part of
them respectively,’” was given full power and authority to make,
constitute, and ordain laws, statutes, and ordinances for the pub-
lic peace, welfare, and good government of the province, these
laws to be submitted to the home government for its approba-
tion or disallowance within three months after making. It will
thus be seen that the home government from the first contem-
plated the establishment, as soon as circumstances should make
it possible, of some form of representative government for Nova
Scotia, but it was not until 1758, nine years after the settlement
under Cornwallis began, that a representative assembly was
formed. Until then the governor and his council exercised un-

12. John Salusbury, who returned to England in the spring of 1753, and died
in 1762, was of a Welsh family, and was a friend of Lord Halifax. His wife. a
Miss Cotton, is said to have brought him a fortune of £10,000, “which he spent in

extravagance and dissipation.” His daughter was Mrs. Thrale, afterwards Mrs.
Piozzi, famous as during her first marriage the friend of Dr. Samuel Johnson.
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limited control in the province, and it was naturally not without
much unwillingness that these functionaries suffered any part
of the government of the province at last to pass out of their
hands. The interests of the newly appointed council of Nova
Scotia and the governor-in-chief were many and varied. The
French and Indians had to be promptly dealt with, the defences
of the town and suburbs vigorously pushed, conditions of trade
determined, the sale of liquor regulated, offenders against the
law tried and punished, houses, wharves, a church, a hospital,
and an orphanage built, allowances to needy settlers granted,
Sunday traffic kept in check, the town divided into wards, a ferry
to Dartmouth established, a light-house placed at the entrance
to the harbour, and an efficient militia established and trained,—
these were seme of the many tasks that at once claimed the at-
tention of the newly formed government and taxed its executive
powers.

In November (1749) the council ordered that all trees remain-
ing within the forts or barricades should be left standing for
ornament or shelter for the town, none to be cut down or
“‘barked.”” For each tree destroyed in defiance of this order,
the penalty was forty-eight hours imprisonment and a fine of
one pound. The order, however, did not hinder any one from
cutting trees on his own lot. In December, housekeepers were
ordered to give notice within twenty-four hours to one of the
clergymen of the town of any deaths that had occurred in their
houses, the penalty for failure to do this likewise being impris-
onment and fine. Persons refusing to attend a corpse to the
grave, when ordered to do so by a justice of the peace, were to
be imprisoned, and it was strictly enjoined that ‘‘Vernon the
earpenter’’ should mark the initials of every deceased person
on the coffin in which his body was inclosed. In June, 1750, a
market place was ordered to be set apart for the sale of black
cattle and sheep. In July the proprietors of lots were ordered
to clear the ground in front of their lots to the middle of the
streets which ran before them. January 14, 1751, it was ordered
that the town and suburbs be divided into eight wards, and that
the inhabitants be empowered to choose annually the following
officers for managing such prudential affairs of the town as
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should be committed by the governor and council to their care,
namely, eight town overseers, a town clerk, sixteen constables,
and eight scavengers.'®

Regarding the settlement of French in the environs of Halifax
before the coming of Cornwallis’s fleet, we have not very much
knowledge, but we do know something. June 22, 1749, Governor
Cornwallis writing from Chebucto to the Duke of Bedford says:
““There are a few French families on each side of the Bay [the
name he always uses in speaking of Bedford Basin], about three
leagues off; some have been on board.”” A month later, the 23rd
of July, he writes the Duke: ‘‘Tis twenty-five leagues from
hence to Minas and the French have made a path by driving their
cattle over.”” In the same letter he says: ‘‘Another company
I shall send to the head of the Bay, where the road to Minas
begins.”’ Indeed, among the older residents of Halifax in recent
times a clear tradition existed that before Cornwallis came there
was a scattered settlement of French on the southwest shore of
Bedford Basin, near what is now Rockingham, which continued
on the opposite shore, near what is now Navy Island. As in
King’s and other further western counties of the province it is
not many years since the foundations of what are said
to have been French houses could plainly be seen on the
Bedford Basin shores, between Rockingham (Four Mile
House) and TFairview (Three Mile House), a certain point
here being very well known as ‘‘French Landing.’’ There
is also a tradition that a few French houses, probably of
settlers who were occupied in fishing, were scattered
along the shore of the Northwest Arm.'* That the French in the
environs of Halifax when Cornwallis came were very few, and
the settlement at Bedford, if such existed, very inconsiderable,

13. When Halifax was founded, New York was a hundred and twenty-eight
years old, Boston a hundred and fifteen, and Philadelphia sixty-seven.

14. These last interesting facts have been given us by Harry Piers, Esq., the
able Nova Scotia archivist and curator of the Provincial Museum, who says that
“French Landing” may have been the place where D’Anville disembarked his men
to recuperate, in 1746. “Is it not likely,” says Mr. Piers, “that D’Anville landed
liis men close to these French houses, in order to get fresh vegetables for which
his men were suffering? D’Anville’s men who died were buried near by, in what
is now woods. There is an old cemetery (I have unearthed there many bones my-
self) which plainly antedates the settlement of Halifax, at Birch Cove, a couple of
niiles above French Landing. The cemetery has no stones.”
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is proved by a statement made by the Rev. William Tutty to the
venerable Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in a letter
written by him on board the Beaufort in Halifax Harbour, Sep-
tember 29, 1749. Mr. Tutty says: ‘‘The nearest of the French
settlements lie at the distance of about forty miles from the Town
of Halifax, so that ’tis very difficult to have any communication
with them, at least such communication as might convinee them
of the errors of their faith.”’

Of the number of Indians located near Halifax we know still
less than we do about the French. ¢‘The Indians,”’ says Gov-
ernor Cornwallis in a letter to the Duke of Bedford dated July
23, 1749, ‘‘are hitherto very peaceable, many of them have
been here with some chiefs. I made them small presents, told
them I had instructions from his Majesty to offer them friendship
and all protection, and likewise presents, which I should deliver
as soon as they could assemble their tribes and return with pow-
ers to enter into treaty and exchange their French commissions
for others in his Majesty’s name.”” ‘‘The Indians of this
Peninsula, when we first arrived,”’ says the Rev. Mr. Tutty,
‘““came frequently amongst us with their wives and children,
traded with us and seemed not in the least dissatisfied with our
settling here. But they vanished all at once, summoned as we
learned afterward by their priest at Chignecto, who was endeav-
oring to stir them up to arms, and has himself now, as he did in
the last war, appeared about Minas at the head of some of
them. But as an officer is posted there with an hundred men,
aud is so fortified as to be a match for all the Indians of the
Peninsula, there is no danger to be apprehended on that side.”’

Any favourable opinion Cornwallis may have formed, of the
Indians, however, he was destined soon to change. No later
than October of the year of the settlement he felt obliged to
publish a proclamation authorizing all his Majesty’s subjects
‘“to annoy, distress, take or destroy the savages commonly called
Micmacks wherever they are found, and all such as are ailing
and assisting them,’’ and to offer a reward of ten guineas for
every Indian taken or killed. The occasion of this proclama-
tion was several depredations committed by the Micmaes short-
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Iy before, some of them on the settlers of Halifax itself.’> The
worst of the earlier atrocities committeed by the natives was an
attack on the people located at Dartmouth, in May, 1751, in
which a number of white people, one of whom was Mr. John
Pyke, were killed and scalped, and others carried off as prison-
ers. The Indians concerned in this tragedy were not, however,
drawn from anywhere near iHalifax, they are said to have eol-
lected first ‘“in great foree’’ on the Basin of Minas, then to have
ascended the Shubenacadie river in canoes, and at last through
the almost trackless woods to have come stealthily on their prey.
The administration of Governor Cornwallis, as we have seen,
lasted only three vears. His task in organizing and firmly
planting a new colony and in directing all its pressing affairs
was one of great diffieulty and he discharged it in the main with
comprehensive and wise judgment and with singular force of
mind. For a short thne, between him and the Lords of Trade a
certain lack of harmony existed, but whatever fault this body
had to find with him was clearly due rather to a failure on his
part to understand fully the proper conduet of finanecial business
than to an obhstinate determination to have his own way, and in
the end his Knglish masters must have been well satisfied with
his management of the difficult enterprise they had entrusted to
his hands. That the colonists themselves for the most part ap-
proved of and liked him we are strongly assured, the only seri-
ous complaint that we know of against him having been made by
a Jewish trader, Joshua Mauger,'® whose unscrupulous smug-
gling of goods into Halifax he made determined efforts to stop.
Somewhere between the middle of June and the last of July,
1752, Cornwallis, worn out with his labours, resigned and went
home,” and on the 3rd of August Major-General Peregrine

15. Nova Scotia Archives, Vol. 1, p. 582.

16. In the February issue of Americana we have said that Joshua Mauger,
whose name figures prominently in early Halifax history, had a daughter who be-
came the wife of the Duc de Brouillan. This is incorrect. We are indebted to
Mr. George Mullane of [alifax, an indefatigable and accurate student of Halifax
local history for the fact that Miss Mauger was married to a Captain D'Auvergne,
R. N., a native of the island of Jersey, who became heir to a Duc de Brouillan, of
whom he is said to have been a left-handed relative. At the peace of Amiens,
D’Auvergne went to Paris to urge his claims to the Brouillan title, but he was ar-
rested at the instance of Napoleon, who was angry with him for the part he had
taken in an expedition against the French coast in connection with the emigrés.

17. Shirley’s correspondence (Vol. 1, p. 503) informs us that when Cornwallis
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Thomas Hopson was sworn into office as Governor of Nova Sco-
tia. When Louisburg was restored to the French under the
treaty of Alix-la-Chapelle, Hopson was the Fnglish commander
of that fort; after the delivery of the fort he came up with the
troops to Chebucto, and was sworn in senior councillor, taking
precedence, as we have said, of Paul Mascarene, governor of
Annapolis Royal, because of superior military rank. As
governor he resided in the province a little more than a year,
on the first of November, 1753, sailing for England, whence he
never returned. On his departure from Halifax, Colonel Charles
Lawrence, another English officer from Louisburg, was appoint-
ed to administer the government, a formal commission as lieu-
tenant-governor under Hopson being given him the next year.

was given his commission he was promised that he should be relieved in two
years. March 28, 1750, Shirley asks that he may be appointed governer of Nova
Scotia, in addition to his Massachusetts governorship, if Cornwallis should leave
before the two years, as he seems to think he might possibly do.

[The following slight changes should be made in our articles entitled “Rhode
Island Settlers on the French Lands in Nova Scotia” in AMEericANA for January
and February, 1915. In the January number, p. 21, note, we have stated that only
Falmouth and Newport sent members to the legislature. This is not true, Windsor
also had representation. On pp. 36, 37 the name Winckworth, of Col. Tonge’s
estate, is said to be in late years “incorrectly spelled Wentworth.,” The fact no
doubt is that the name Winckworth was by design (and legitimately) changed to
Wentworth by the Cunningham family when they acquired the estate. This correc-
tion has been kindly suggested to us by Mr. Harry Piers, the able archivist of Nova
Scotia, who is likewise a very accurate local historian. In the February issue, p.
02, we have said that Joshua Mauger’s only daughter was married to the Duc de
Brouillan, this, as Mr. George Mullane has shown us, is not true. Proper correc-
tion of the statements appears elsewhere in this issue. On p. 97 we have said
that Perez Morton Cunningham died unmarried. This, Judge Savary informs us,
is also incorrect. The facts of Cunningham’s marriage, however, we are at pres-
ent unable to give. A. W, H. E.]
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ers of lands thereon from 11th Street southwardly to 4th Street
and from 20th Street northwardly to 23rd Street to reset (at
their own expense) the curb and gutter so as to reduce the car-
riage way to the same width of 40 feet and to grant permission
to such owners, between 4th and 23rd Streets to enclose 15 feet
of the sidewalks within court yards, as had been permitted in
the case of Fifth Avenue, of 23rd Street, etec., ete., and if neces-
sary to obtain from the Legislature an Act authorizing such
enclosures. The Corporation further agreed to place a foun-
tain, equal to that in Union Square, in each of the enclosures
aforesaid, the same to be under the control of the City officials.
(Mawns. C. C., Vol. XVII:3). The release is not of record.

On August 4, 1849, the ‘‘widening [sic] of the sidewalks in
Second Avenue, from 60 to 45 feet’’ and the resetting of the
curb and gutter in the Avenue from 11th to 20th Streets were au-
thorized and the question of building fountains was referred to
the Croton Aqueduct Board with instructions to procure plans
and estimates and submit them to the Common Council. Said
Department was directed on October 11 to erect the fountains
and $7,500 was appropriated to cover the expense.

Considering the above action it is rather disconcerting that
the Mayor should have approved resolutions, Jan. 5, 1850, open-
ing as a public square the triangular piece of ground lying be-
tween and contained by the Bowery, Third Avenue and 7th
Street, (Vol. XVIIL:566) and that the Legislature should have
passed a law, March 16 of that year laying out a public place
on the above plot to be known as Stuyvesant Square, (Chap. 65.)
This has now become Cooper Square and lies just south of
Cooper Union.

Many people of note settled around the original square. Those
families which inherited parts of the Stuyvesant farm were
anxious to live thereon and built substantial brick mansions
along the broad stretch of Second Avenue. Their following went
with them and a great deal of the social gaiety of the City was
transferred away over to the Kast Side. There still remain
many of these fine old houses where people live in comfort and
it is yet a highly respectable place of residence which, although
fashion has passed by, clings tenaciously to its old home charms.



Chapters in the History of Halifax,
Nova Scotia

No. II—-Tae Comixe orF THE Boston Tories
By ArrEUR WENTWORTH HaMILTON EaTOoN, M. A, D. C. L.

““Time was when America hallowed the morn
On which the lov’d monarch of Britain was born,
Hallowed the day, and joyfully chanted
God save the King!
Then flourish’d the blessings of freedom and peace,
And plenty flow’d in with a yearly inecrease,
Proud of our lot we chanted merrily
Glory and joy erown the King!

““But see! how rebellion has lifted her head!
How honour and truth are with loyalty fled!
Few are there now to join us in chanting
God save the King!
And see! how deluded the multitude fly
To arm in a cause that is built on a lye!
Yet are we proud to chant thus merrily

Glory and joy crown the King!”’
Loyalist Poem by the Rev. Jonathan Odell, M. D., on the

King’s birthday, June 4, 1777. Printed in the Gentleman’s
Magazine.

F THE several provinces that constitute the Domin-
ion of Canada, Quebec and Nova Scotia were the only
ones at the time of American Revolution that could
be considered settled. The nearest of the provinces
to the colonies engaged in revolt was Nova Scotia, and the fact
that her population had in great part only recently been drawn
from New England, and that her trade was still most largely
with Boston, gives this province a significance in the great strug-
(764)
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gle for independence that is second only to that of the revolt-
ing colonies themselves. Political sympathies are usually most
strongly determined by racial connection and commercial inter-
est, and with a large proportion of the people of Nova Scotia
at the period of the Revolution, near ties of blood and the neces-
sities of trade naturally combined to produce a feeling of sym-
pathy with the revolt, that showed itself strongly throughout
the provinece, particularly in the two important but widely sepa-
rated counties of Yarmouth and Cumberland. That in the Rev-
olution the political fate of Nova Scotia ‘‘hung upon a very
slender thread’’ is a statement that has recently been boldly
made in Nova Scotia itself, and strong as the statement to many
people may seem, the facts in the case we believe fully warrant
the historian in making the charge that his statement implies.?

Geographically, Nova Scotia and the adjoining province of
New DBrunswick, which until 1783 was reckoned as part of
Nova Scotia, belong with New England, and in the commissions
of several of the governors sent out as the chief executives of
Massachusetts, Nova Scotia was included as part of the terri-
tory over which these officials were empowered to exercise con-
trol.2 For two-thirds of a century before the Revolution, ever
since England had gained the final undisputed right to rule Aca-
dia, intercourse, political and social, between the two provinces
had been of the closest kind. Massachusetts, indeed, for much of
this time had been in a military way much more than a friendly

1. Edmund Duval Poole in “Annals of Yarmouth and Barrington,” page 1.

2. Sir William Phips’s commission, in 1692, gave this governor control of
*the Old Colony, the Colony of New Plymouth, the Province of Maine, of Nova
Scotia, and all the country between the last two mentioned places.” See Sparks’s
American Biography, Vol. 7, p. 77. William Shirley’s commission, in 1741, reads:
“Whereas by a Royal Charter under the Great Seal of England, bearing date the
Seventh day of October in the 3rd year of the Reign of King William the Third,
the Colony of Massachusetts Bay, the Colony of New Plymouth, the Province of
Main in New England, the Territory of Acadie or Nova Scotia, and the Lands
lying between the said Territory of Nova Scotia and the Province of Main afore-
said were United, Erected, and incorporated into one real Province, by the name
of Our Province of the Massachusetts Bay in New England. . . . We repos-
ing Especial Trust and Confidence in the Prudence, Courage, and Loyalty of you
the said William Shirley. . . . do Constitute and Appoint You the said Wil-
liam Shirley to be Our Captain General and Governor in Chief in and over Our
said Province of the Massachusetts Bay.” “The Correspondence of William Shir-
ley,” edited by Charles Henry Lincoln, Ph.D., Vol. 1, pp. 28-36. The “seventh day
gf Octogsr in the third year of the Reign of King William the Third” was Octo-

er 7, 1691,
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neighbor to the more easterly province, she had, primarily of
course for her own protection, used her forces unsparingly in
guarding the interests of Nova Scotia against the machinations
of the common foe of all the eastern American colonies, the
papistical French.® In the matter of trade the two provinces
had been extremely valuable to each other, important commer-
cial intercourse between them having begun even earlier than the
time that De Razilly’s warring lieutenants, D’Aulnay Charni-
say and Charles La Tour, were waging their petty wars for su-
premacy in the Acadian woods.

As we have seen, there was no attempt at British settlement
of Nova Scotia until 1749, and thereafter no further attempt un-
til 1758, so that the political grievances of which long settled
Massachusetts had come to complain had had no chance to de-
velop in the former province. But the population of Nova Sco-
tia, wherever population existed in the districts outside of Hali-
fax, had been largely drawn from New KEngland. and as has
been said, and as we should expect, these Nova Scotian New
Englanders soon after the outbreak of the Revolution showed
unmistakable signs of close sympathy with the cause to which
their relatives and friends in the colonies they had left behind
had given their passionate support. At Halifax, however, mat-
ters were different, many of the most influential inhabitants of
the town, it is true, were New Englanders, but society there had
begun on a distinetly aristocratic plan, the governor was an
Englishman, the council, into which several New England men
had already been admitted, was a body which stimulated and
gave exercise for the love of power which most men possess,
and already a considerable number of the Boston Congregation-

3. In 1747, Governor Shirley wrote the Duke of Newcastle that “New Eng-
land had furnished for years the only succour and support the Garrison at An-
napolis Roval had received, and that the General Assembly of Massachusetts were
growing tired of having the burden of defence thrown upon them, and desired
his Majesty’s more immediate interposition for the protection of Nova Scotia.”
Archdeacon Raymond, LL.D., in “Nova Scotia under English Rule; from the
Capture of Port Royal to the Conquest of Canada, A. D. 1710-1760,” published in
the “Transactions of the Royal Society of Canada,” Third Series 1910, p. 68.

March 28, 1750, Shirley writes the Duke of Newcastle that Nova Scotia hav-
ing long been the object of his attention, appears to him “immediately to affect
the safety of all his [Majesty’s] other Northern Colonies, particularly those of
New England, and in its consequences the interests of Great Britain itself in a
very high degree.” “The Correspondence of William Shirley.”
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alists settled in the town had conceived an attachment, stronger
or weaker, for the Anglican Church. When the Revolution
began, therefore, self interest for most of the Halifax men
seemed to demand that whatever might come they should keep
loyal to England, hence the strong censure with which any disaf-
fection towards British control was visited at Halifax from first
to last through the whole continuance of the war.

The Revolutionary conflict started in Massachusetts on the
nineteenth of April, 1775, by the march of some eight or nine
hundred royal troops from Boston towards Concord to seize
stores of ammunition and food the provinecials had collected there
for use in the impending certain strife. The attempt was un-
successful, and before long Boston, where the British forces
were gathered, was completely surrounded by provincial troops
and all supplies for the King’s army were cut off. As soon as
this fact became known in Nova Scotia, Governor Legge of this
province ordered shipments of provisions from the Bay of Fun-
dy, and likewise dispatched four companies of the 65th regi-
ment, then stationed at Halifax, to assist the royal troops in the
heleaguered town. In the Massachusetts Archives is a mass of
documents which reveal with great clearness the unhappy con-
ditions which existed both in Nova Scotia and in Massachusetts,
from the prohibition of all intercourse between the two prov-
inces by the patriot authorities of Massachusetts, throughout
the progress of the strife, until the enactment of the resolve of
July fifth, 1792, by the Massachusetts Great and General Court
abolished privateering and put trade relations once more on a
friendly basis.

Fear that the interruption of trade relations, and more es-
pecially that the close relationship that existed between a
great part of the inhabitants of Nova Scotia and the people of
New England, might produce a feeling of sympathy in Nova
Scotia with the revolting colonies, caused the government at
Halifax to bestir themselves vigorously almost as soon as the
Revolution began te check any outward demonstration of dis-
loyalty the Nova Scotians might be disposed to make. At the
opening of the Legislature in June, 1775, Governor Legge in
his speech said diplomatically: ‘‘On so critical a conjuncture of



768 THE HISTORY OF HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA

affairs in America I cannot forbear expressing the great pleas-
ure and satisfaction I receive from your steady and uniform be-
haviour in your duty and allegiance to the King, and in your
due observance of the laws of Great Britain. Nothing can more
advance the good and welfare of this people, nor render ns more
respectable to Great Britain, nor be more subservient to procure
the favour and protection of our Royal and most gracious sov-
ereign; as on the continuance of his protection our safety, our
prosperity, and the very existence of this colony depends.”” The
replies of the Council and the Assembly to this speech were as
loyal in tone as could be asked, but the Governor soon began in
letters to the Home Government to charge disloyalty to England
on most of the people under his rule, clearly insinuating that
even members of the Council itself were tainted with treasonable
feeling.* Positive orders issued both by the revolted colonies
and the Governor and Council of this province prohibiting in-
tercourse between Nova Scotia and the other colonies soon pro-

4. At Halifax the restraint of trade was of course severely felt, and a few
persons there were charged by name with unfriendliness towards the English
cause. A quantity of hay had been bought from Mr. Joseph Fairbanks for the
King’s troops at Boston, but by some means it was burned before it could be got
away. Responsibility for destroying it was publicly laid on two Massachusetts
residents of the town, John Fillis, formerly of Boston, and William Smith. They
stoutly denied the charge, however, and the council exonerated them. In Octo-
ber, 1777, an order was passed in council for the arrest of Mr. Malachy Salter,
one of the most prominent merchants of the town, also a native Bostonian,
on a charge of correspondence of a dangerous tendency with parties in Boston,
and a prosecution was ordered against him for unlawful correspondence with
the rebels. In the next session of the Supreme Court Mr. Salter was tried but
he too was honourably acquitted.

The Eddy rebellion in Cumberland county in 1776, led by Jonathan Eddy, John
Allan, and Samuel Rogers, all of whom had been members of the Nova Scotia
Legislature, is a conspicuous matter of Revolutionary history. How the news of
this rebellion affected the government at Halifax a minute of the council books
shows. This notable entry is as follows:

“At a council holden at Halifax, on the 17th Nov., 1776, Present the Honoura-
ble the Lieut. Governor, the Hon. Charles Morris, Richard Bulkeley, Henry New-
ton, Jonathan Binney, Arthur Goold, John Butler.

“On certain intelligence having been received that Jonathan Eddy, William
Howe, and Samuel Rogers have been to the utmost of their power exciting and
stirring up disaffection and rebellion among the people of the county of Cumber-
land, and are actually before the fort at Cumberland with a considerable number
of rebels from New England, together with some Acadians and Indians. Tt was
therefore resolved to offer £200 Reward for apprehending Jonathan Eddy and
£I1(D)011'1:or ;,1[)prehendmg John Allan, who has been deeply concernéd in exciting said
rebellion.

A fact never euntirely lost sight of by historians of Halifax is that in this
Eddy rebellion in Cumberland a young Irishman, Richard John Uniacke, who in
later life was to hold high positions in the local government and to found in
Halifax a family of the first importance, took part against the British authorities.
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duced a most unhappy state of feeling all over the province;
Nova Scotia had lost her markets, privateering on both sides was
rampant on the seas, so large a number of prisoners were being
brought into Halifax that the prison ship in the harbour and
the jail in the town were full to overflowing, and to ecrown all an
order had gone out from Governor Legge for the enrollment of
a large body of militia in various parts of the province for im-
mediate service, if necessary in the field. Legge, who was a rel-
ative of the Earl of Dartmouth, was the nost unpopular gover-
nor Nova Scotia has ever had, he was autoeratic and suspicious,
and in the three years that he spent as head of the government,
he managed hopelessly to antagonize not only the lieutenant-
governor, Mr. Michael Francklin, and the members of the Coun-
cil, but the people at large of perhaps every settled township in
the provinee under his rule. His order to the militia was re-
ceived throughout the province with marked disapprobation;
““Those of us who belong to New England being invited into this
province by Governor Lawrence’s proclamation,”’ say the peo-
ple of Cumberland, ‘‘it must be the greatest piece of cruelty
and imposition for them to be subjected to march into different
parts in arms against their friends and relations.”” Protests
from Onslow and Truro speak of the hardships of the militia
law, since it takes men from their avocations, and also leaves the
parts of the country from which they come exposed to attack.

The movement of Loyalists from Massachusetts to Nova Sco-
tia began very soon after the skirmish at Lexington. Many per-
sons of comfortable fortune, in and near Boston, foresaw that if
the provineials trinumphed their own fortunes must lie elsewhere
than in their native provinee, and cast their eyes on Nova Scotia
as a place of refuge. FEarly in May, 1775, therefore, several
vessels arrived in Halifax harbour with families that were glad
to escape thus early from the scene of what clearly threatened
to be a miserable and protracted civil war.

The first Massachusetts Loyalists that we know to have ar-
rived in Halifax were a group who embarked at Salem on the
twenty-ninth of April, 1775, in the brig Minerva. This group
comprised Mr. George DeBlois, a local Salem merchant, a first
cousin of Gilbert and Lewis DeBlois, the well known Boston
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Tories who died in England,—Dr. John Prince, a Salem physi-
cian, Mr. James Grant, and a Mrs. Cottnam and her family.®
A little over a month later, on the eighth of June, 1775, Edward
Lyde and his family of Boston left their native city, in some
vessel, and sought refuge in Halifax. Edward Lyde was a
prosperous iron merchant, a man of the first social position, who
had managed to make himself highly offensive to the patriots,
and his flight from his native town at this early period seems
to have been necessary for his safety. Precisely where in Hali-
fax he lived during the year he spent there we do not know, but
when his friends from Boston arrived with General Howe, as
we shall presently see, he met Chief Justice Peter Oliver, and
at once took him to his house, where he kept him during his stay.
Some time in 1776, Mr. Lyde embarked for London, though he
did not long stay abroad. In 1779 he came to New York, where
he had important business interests, and in that city he spent
most of the remainder of his life.® When Howe’s fleet reached
Halifax, among the Refugees that came with it were Mr. By-
field Lyde of Boston, Kdward Lyde’s father, and two or three
sisters of Edward Lyde. Of these sisters, Sarah, became in
1777, in Halifax, the second wife of Dr. Mather Byles.

Very soon after the battle of Lexington, Major John Vassall
of Cambridge and Boston, and his family, and Colonel Isaac
Royall of Medford, sailed for Halifax, and with the latter prob-
ably went also Sir William Pepperrell, 2nd, Colonel Royall’s son-
in-law, and Lady Pepperrell. In Halifax Lady Pepperrell died,
her funeral taking place there October eighth, 1775. Late in
1775, or early in 1776, Rev. John Troutbeck, who had been for
about twenty-one years assistant minister of King’s Chapel,
also took refuge in Halifax, and with the exception of the Pep-

5. See the writer's “Old Boston Families, No. 1, the DeBlois Family,” in the
N. E. Hist. and Gen. Register for January, 1913. Mrs. Cottnam afterward kept
a school for girls, first in Halifax, then in St. John. She and her daughter are
occasionally referred to in the Byles correspondence.

6. Edward Lyde’s movements are clearly learned from the deposition he
made before the commissioners appointed to receive petitions from Loyalists for
compensation for their losses in the-Revolution. See “Ontario Sessional Papers,®
Vol. 37, Parts 11 and 12 (2 Vols, 1905).
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perrells these persons were all in Nova Scotia when Howe’s
fieet arrived in March and April, 1776.7

Almost immediately after the battle of Lexington, as we have
said, Boston came into a state of siege, General Gage promptly
ordering the inhabitants of the town to have no communieation
whatever with the country around. Just before the battle of
Bunker Hill (June 17, 1775), General Howe said to his troops:
“‘Remember, gentlemen, we have no recourse if we lose Boston,
but to go on board our ships, which will be very disagreeable to
us all.”” On the seventh of March, 1776, Howe’s situation ‘‘ was
perplexing and critical. The fleet was unable to ride in safety
in the harbour. The army, exposed to the merey of the American
batteries and not strong enough to force the lines, was humiliat-
ed and discontented. The Loyalists were expecting and claim-
ing the protection that had so often been guaranteed to them.® In

7. Rev. John Troutheck was in Boston as late as October, 1775, when he
signed the address from the gentlemen and principal inhabitants of Boston to
Governor Gage. When Dr. William Walter, Rector of Trinity Church, Boston,
arrived in Halifax we do not know, but it was prohably earlier than the coming
there of Howe's fleet.

Colonel Isaac Royall left his beautiful mansion in Medford (which is stand-
ing still) with great sorrow, three days before the battle of Lexington. He ex-
pected to go to Antigua. but he soon decided to go to Halifax, and in that town
he remained until the Spring of 1776. Probably in May, 1776, he embarked for
England, and there without ever revisiting his native country, he died in 1781.
One of his daughters was the wife of Col. George Erving, another the wife of
Sir William Pepperrell, 2nd.

Of Colonel Royall's house at Medford, Mr. Stark writes: ‘“The mansion it-
self was inded one of the finest of colonial residences, standing as it did in the
midst of elegant surroundings. In the front, or what is now the west side, was
the paved court. Reaching farther west were the extensive gardens, opening from
the courtyard, a broad path leading to the summer house. The slave quarters
were at the south. . . . The interior woodwork of the house is beautifully
carved, especially the drawing room, guest chamber, and staircase. The walls are
pannelled, and the carving on each side of the windows is very fine.”

This notable mansion was the scene of great hospitality. “No home in the
colony,” continues Mr, Stark, “was more open to friends, no gentleman gave bet-
ter dinners, or drank costlier wines.” Colonel Royal was a kind master to his
slaves, a charitable man to the poor, and a friend to everybody. From Halifax,
March twelfth, 1776, he wrote from Halifax to Dr. Simon Tufts of Medford,
directing Tufts to sell some of his slaves. See Stark’s “The Loyalists of Massa-
chusetts,” pp. 203, 294; and Brooks’s “History of Medford,” p. 173.

8. Public acts of the Massachusetts Loyalists that were particularly offensive
to the patriot party were, a respectful address of the merchants and others of
Boston to Governor Hutchinson, May 30, 1774, before Hutchinson’s departure for
England; an address of the barristers and attorneys of Massachusetts to Gover-
nor Hutchinson on the same day; an address of the inhabitants of Marblehead
to Governor Hutchinson, May 25, 1774; an address to Governor Hutchinson from
his fellow townsmen in the town of Milton shortly before the Governor sailed;
an address presented to his Excellency Governor Gage, July 11, 1774, on his ar-
rival at Salem; a loyal address from the gentlemen and principal inhabitants of
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addition, the belief was general that no despatches had been re-
ceived from the government since October.”” Accordingly, on
the 7th of March, 1776, Howe convened his officers in Council,
and in a speech, impassioned and forceful, told them that in
spite of the humiliation which the action would involve, and
of the losses that the Loyalists under his protection must inevi-
tably suffer, in order to save the army he must evacuate the town.
Ten days later the formal evacuation came. On Sunday the
17th, very early in the morning, the troops began to embark.
““About nine o’clock,”” says Frothingham, ‘‘the garrison left
Bunker Hill, and a large number of boats, filled with troops and
inhabitants, put off from the wharves of Boston.”” How soon
after his final decision was made to leave Boston Howe notified
the majority of the Loyalists under his protection, we do not
know, but the Rev. Henry Caner, Rector of King’s Chapel, tells
us that he himself had only a few hours given him to prepare for
his flight.

Although the formal evacuation occurrad on the seventeenth
of March, the whole fleet did not leave Boston harbour for sev-
eral days, and Frothingham says that during that time the
British officers wrote many letters to their friends. On the day
of the evacnation, one wrote from ‘‘Nantasket Road’’: ‘“The
dragoons are under orders to sail tomorrow for Halifax,—a

Boston to Governor Gage, October 6, 1775, shortly before he sailed for England;
and a “loyal address to Governor Gage on his departure, October 14, 1775, of
those gentlemen who were driven from their habitations in the country to the
town of Boston.”

In September, 1778, was passed by the General Court of Massachusetts the
Banishment Act of the State, “an Act to prevent the return to this state of cer-
tain persons therein named, and others who have left this state or either of the
United States, and joined the enemies thereof.” In this were included many gen-
tlemen in various professions and businesses prominent in several towns of the
State. The second section of the act reads: “And be it further enacted by the
authority aforesaid, that if any person or persons, who shall be transported as
aforesaid, shall voluntarily return into this state, without liberty first had and ob-
tained from the general court, he shall on conviction thereof before the superior
court of judicature, court of assize and general gaol delivery, suffer the pains of
death without benefit of clergy.”” On the 3oth of April, 1779, was passed the “Con-
spiracy Act,” or Act of Confiscation, “an Act to confiscate the estates of certain
notorious conspirators against the government and liberties of the inhabitants of
the late province, now state, of Massachusetts Bay.” (The term “notorious con-
spirators” was highly insulting to men who were honestly convinced that what-
ever the mistakes the British Government was then making, it was wrong to
throw off allegiance to the mother land. Private letters of Harrison Gray in the
writer’s custody show how indignantly they resented it, and how inappropriate it
really was).
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cursed, cold, wintry place, even yet; nothing to eat, less to
drink. Bad times, my dear friend.”” On the twenty-fifth of
March, another wrote: ‘“We do not know where we are going,
but are in great distress.”” On the twenty-sixth, still another
wrote: ‘“‘Expect no more letters from Boston. We have quitted
that place. Washington played on the town for several days.
A shell, which burst while we were preparing to embark did very
great damage. Our men have suffered. We have one consola-
tion left. You know the proverbial expression, ‘neither Hell,
Hull, nor Halifax,” can afford worse shelter than Boston.? To
fresh provision I have for many months been an utter stranger.
An egg was a rarity. Yet I submit. A soldier may mention
grievances, though he should scorn to repine when he suffers
them. The next letter from Halifax.”

The whole effective besieging force that withdrew with Howe,
says Lossing, including seamen, was about eleven thousand, and
the number of Refugees about eleven hundred, but a list of the
latter in the handwriting of one of them, Mr. Walter Barrell,
Inspector General of Customs, which was long ago printed in the
““Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical Society,’”’ gives
the number as nine hundred and twenty-seven.’® In Barrell’s

9. “There is a proverb, and a prayer withal,

That we may not to three strange places fall:
From Hull, from Halifax, from Hell, ’tis thus,
From all these three, good Lord, deliver us!”

John Taylor (the “Water Poet”), 1530-1654; in “News from Hell, Hull, and
Halifax.”

The siege of Boston had been in progress for ten months when Howe evac-
vated the town.

10. “Proceedings of the Mass. Hist. Soc,” Vol. 18 p. 266. Also Stark’s
“Loyalists of Massachusetts,” pp. 133-136. In his *“Siege of Boston,” Richard
Frothingham, Jr., gives the number of Refugees with Howe as “more than a thou-
sand.” Of members of Council, commissioners, custom-house officers, and others
who had occupied official positions, he says, there were a hundred and two; of
merchants and other inhabitants of Boston two hundred and thirteen; of persons
from the country a hundred and five; of farmers, traders, and mechanics three
hundred and eighty-two, and of clergymen eighteen, all of whom “returned their
names on their arrival at Halifax.” About two hundred others, he adds, did not
return their names. Where the “return” made at Halifax, that Frothingham
speaks of, was ever deposited we do not know. Nor can we feel at all certain
that Frothingham's summary is correct. It is impossible, for instance, that there
can have been eighteen clergymen among the Refugees. The only Massachusetts
clergymen that the fleet can possibly have carried were Rev. Dr. Henry Caner,
Rector of King’s Chapel, Rev. Dr. Mather Byles, who had been Rector of Christ
Church, Rev. Moses Badger, whose home was in Haverhill, and possibly though
not at all likely, Rev. Dr. William Walter, Rector of Trinity Church. When Dr.
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list we find besides Lieutenant-Governor Thomas Oliver and his
servants, six persons in all, eleven members of council, and a
clerk of the courts, they and their households numbering in all
seventy-three,—a group of custom house officials numbering no
less than thirty-seven, they and their families aggregating a
hundred and thirty-two, and two hundred and twenty-eight other
men, with their families, these comprising the greater number
of the Bostonians in private life who were regarded as oceupy-
ing the most prominent positions in the town. Among the Refu-
gees were Hon., Harrison Gray, Receiver General of the prov-
ince and member of council, Brigadier-General Timothy Rug-
gles, Hon. Foster Hutchinson, Col. John Murray, Col. Josiah
Edson, Mr. Richard Lechmere, Col. John Erving, Mr. Nathaniel
Ray Thomas, Messrs. Abijah Willard, Daniel Leonard, Nathan-
iel Hatch, George Erving,—and leading representatives of the
families of Atkinson, Brattle, Brinley, Cazneau, Chandler, Cof-
fin, Cutler, DeBlois, Dumaresq, Faneuil, Gardener, Gay, Gore,
Gray, Green, Greenwood, Holmes, Hutchinson, Inman, Jefferies,
Johannot, Joy, Loring, Lyde, Oliver, Paddock, Perkins, Phips,
Putnam, Rogers, Saltonstall, Savage, Sergeant, Snelling,
Sterns or Stearns, and Winslow. That several other important
Boston men like Thomas Apthorp, and Major John and Wil-
liam Vassall, are not found in this list of Refugees with the fleet
is to be accounted for by the fact that they had left, either for
Halifax or directly for England, some time before.!?
Walter went to Halifax, we have nowhere found recorded, it may have been
with the fleet, or it may have been, as was the case with Rev. John Troutbeck, a
little earlier. There may have been several army or navy chaplains on Howe’s
ships, there were no Massachusetts clergymen except those we have mentioned.
11.  On page 136 of his “Loyalists of Massachusetts” Mr. Stark gives the names
of thirty-six mandamus councillors appointed August 9, 1774. Of these, several,
like Foster Hutchinson, Timothy Ruggles, and Nathaniel Ray Thomas, going with
the fleet, settled permanently in Nova Scotia.

. 12. Judge Curwen, of Salem, one of the most important Massachusetts Loy-
alists, landed at Dover, England, July 3, 1775, and after visiting the castle there,
at once took coach for London. The next evening, at seven o'clock, he arrived at
the New England Coffee-House, on Threadneedle Street. He remained in Eng-
land until 1784, when at the urgent solicitation of his old friends, “the principal
mercl‘l‘gnts and citizens of Salem,” he returned to New England. At Salem he
says, “not a man, woman, or child but expressed a satisfaction at seeing me, and
welcomed me back.” His affairs were in so bad a condition, however, that he
thought he might have to “retreat to Nova Scotia,” but he staid in Salem, and
died there in 1802. April 24, 1780, he writes:

“This day, five years are completed since I abandoned my house, estate, and
effects and friends. God only knows whether I shall ever be restored to them,
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On the thirtieth of Mareh, 1776, so tradition has it, the Hali-
fax people, who had had no previous notice of the action of
Howe, were startled to see a fleet sailing into their harbour.t®
Their first thought was that another French fleet bent on re-con-
quest of Nova Scotia had suddenly surprised the town, but the
truth was soon learned, and then the greatest perplexity arose
to know how to house the thousand ecivilians who wished to dis-
embark from the ships, and to provide food for the more than
eleven thousand soldiers and sailors that General Howe’s forces
comprised. To supply shelter every available spare room in the
town was quickly secured and tents were thrown up on the
Parade, and for food, cattle were rapidly driven in from the
suburbs and slaughtered, and all shops and storehouses were
taxed to the limit of their supplies. So great was the demand
for food that as in all such crises the price of provisions rose to
what was then an exorbitant figure, and this went on until the
Governor was obliged to issue a proclamation fixing the price of
meat at a shilling a pound, milk at sixpence a quart, and butter
at one and six-pence a pound.

At this time, it will be remembered, Halifax was only twenty-
seven years old, and its regular inhabitants numbered not more
than between three and four thousand, and we can well imagine
the excitement that must have prevailed in all ranks of society
at the sudden descent of such a force on the town, and at the
prospect of such a permanent increase to the population as the
remaining there of a large number of the Bostonians would
make. Towards the troops and the people who accompanied
them, however, there seems to have been generally the kindest
feeling shown, and however limited the hospitality the Hali-
gionians were able to offer, the Boston people were no doubt
thankful to their hearts’ core to receive it, for they had been
living for months previous to their enforced embarkation in a

or they to me. Party rage, like jealousy and superstition is cruel as the grave;—
that moderation is a crime, and in time of civil confusions, many good, virtuous,
and peaceable persons now suffering banishment from America are the wretched
proofs and instances.” See Curwen’s “Journal and Letters,” and Stark’s “Loy-
alists of Massachusetts,” pp. 246-254.

13. This is the tradition, but it is also said somewhere in print that when
General Howe found that he must leave Boston he dispatched Brigadier-General
Robertson to Halifax to make ready for the troops.
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state of apprehension and in some cases of real physical discom-
fort. The distress of the troops and inhabitants of Boston dur-
ing the siege, some one wrote at the time, ‘‘is great beyond all
possible description. Neither vegetables, flour, nor pulse for the
inhabitants; the King’s stores are so very short none can be
spared for them; no fuel, and the winter set in remarkably se-
vere. The troops and inhabitants absolutely and literally starv-
ing for want of provisions and fire.’’1*

Details of the voyage of these Boston Tories to Halifax are
not entirely wanting. In the Journal of Chief-Justice Peter Oli-
ver, as quoted in Thomas Hutchinson’s ¢‘Diary and Letters,’”®
we have one prominent Bostonian’s account of it. On the sev-
enteenth of March, the day of the embarkation, Judge Oliver
writes: ‘‘The troops at Boston embarked, and about 20 sail fell
down into King’s Road by 11 o’clock this morning.’” On the
twenty-seventh, then well at sea, he writes: ‘‘1 sailed from Nan-
tasket, at 3 o’clock, afternoon, in the 2nd and last Division of
the fleet, about 70 sail, for Hallifax, under convoy of the Chat-
ham, Admiral Shuldham, and of the Centurion, Capt” Braith-
waite—28th, A good wind. 29th, Ditto. Were on Cape Sable
Bank. 30th, Wind about N. E. A tumbling sea, supposed to be
occasioned by the indraught of the Bay of Fundy. 31st, Ditto.
April 1st, A tumbling sea: wind at N. E. 2nd, A southerly wind
and smooth sea. Made land, on a north course, about 3 o’clock
afternoon, and came to anchor before Hallifax at half an hour
past 7 at night. 3d, Landed at Hallifax. Edward Lyde, Esq. in-
vited me to his house, where I tarried till I embarqued for Eng-
land. I was very happy in being at Mr. Lyde’s, as there was so
great an addition to the inhabitants from the navy and army,
and Refugees from Boston, which made the lodgings for them
very scarce to be had, and many of them, when procured, quite
intolerable. Provisions were here as dear as in London. The
rents of houses were extravagant and the owners of them took all
advantages of the necessity of the times, so that I knew of three
rooms in one house w" house could not cost 500£ Sterl®, let for
£250 Sterl® p year. Thus mankind prey upon each other. .

14. We can understand from this account how it was that the Old North
Church, the Church of the Mathers (Dr. Increase and Dr. Cotton Mather), with

about twenty other buildings, was torn down for fuel during the siege.
15. “Diary and Letters of Thomas Hutchinson,” Vol. 2, pp. 46-54.
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I pitied the misfortunes of others, but I could only pity them: for
myself, I was happily provided for, and was the more happy, as
I had been very sea-sick during my 6 1-2 days voyage, so that 1
could not enjoy to my wishes, the grand prospect of the ocean
covered with ships in view, and some of them so near as to econ-
verse with our friends on board them.”’

How Halifax appeared to the Refugees we also learn from
Judge Oliver’s journal. ‘‘Halifax,”” Oliver writes, ‘‘is a very
agreeable situation for prospects, and for trade: it is situated
on a rising ground fronting the Harbour and ocean. There are
6 or 7 streets parallel to each other on the side of the hill, of
about 1 1-2 or 2 miles in length, very strait, and of good width.
There are many others which ascend the hill, and intersect the
long streets. On the top of the hill there is now a most delight-
ful prospect of the harbour, Islands near the entrance of the
harbor, and of the ocean, so that you may see vessells at a very
great distance at sea: and when the woods are cleared off, there
will be a most delightfull landscape, but at present there is not
a great deal of cleared land.

““The harbor of Hallifax is a most excellent one, capable of
containing the whole English navy, where they may ride land-
locked against any storms; at this time there are 200 sail before
the town ; and when 1. Lodoun was here in the year 1757, there
were above 300 sail of vessells in the harbor. It is above a mile
wide for 3 or 4 miles, and it is deep with good anchorage, and a
bold shore. Above the harbor there is a Basin which empties
into it; it is 5 or 6 miles broad, and 7 or 8 miles long; a good
shore, and in some places 50 fathom deep. In this Basin Duke
D’Anville retired out of observation in y® year 1745 [sic], and
here he left one of his 70 gun ships, which is now at the bottom
of this Basin.

““The houses of Hallifax seem to have been sowed like mush-
rooms in an hot-bed, and to have decayed as fast; for although
they have been built but a few years, yet there are scarce any of
them habitable, and perhaps a conflagration might occasion a
Phoenix to rise out of its ashes.’’1¢

16. Chief Justice Oliver further says: “During my stay at Hallifax, as well
as during my residence in Boston, I was treated with y¢ utmost politeness, not to
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Until early in June Howe’s fleet lay at Halifax, the general
up to this time having undoubtedly been waiting for the arrival
of his brother, Admiral Lord Richard Howe, with instructions
for his further movements. In June the fleet sailed for New
York, and there in July the general was joined by his brother,
who brought with him a large force, and came armed with the
King’s authority to the general and himself to treat with the
rebels, who it was fondly believed could yet be cajoled into more
complaisancy towards the mother country.'”

Of the high standing in Boston of these Refugees with Howe’s
fleet, a writer in the ‘“Memorial History of Boston,’’ giving the
names of a hundred and forty of the Loyalists proscribed in
1778 as inveterate enemies to the State, says: ‘“ When it is con-
sidered that forty-five of the above were termed esquires, nine
were ministers and doctors, and thirty-six were merchants, we
can form some idea of the great social changes produced by the
Revolution. . . . It can easily be seen that this forced emi-
gration must have had the effect to destroy the continuity of the
social history of the town. The persons who adhered to the
Crown were naturally the wealthy and conservative classes. They
composed the families which had prospered during the preceding
century and which had been gradually forming a local aristoe-

say friendship, by General Howe, who offered and urged me to every assistance
[ might wish for, and assured me, now at Hallifax, of being provided with a good
ship for my passage to England; but the Harriot Pacquet, Cap® Lee, being sent
to carry home Gov' Legge of Hallifax, Mr. Legge invited mv niece Jenny Clarke
and myself to take passage with him; not suffering us to 4y in any stores for
ourselves, but to partake in his, of which he had made ample provision.”

Judge Oliver then proceeds: “We accordingly embarked in the sd Packet on
y® 12th May, having as passengers in the cabin Gov' Legge, James Monk, Esq.,
Solicitor General of Hallifax, and his lady, Mr. Birch, Chaplain of a Regiment,
and Miss Clarke and myself. We embarked at 8 o’clock in the morning, and came
to sail at 3 o'clock in the afternoon. There were six sail more in company, con-
voyed by the Glasgow Man-of-War, Cap® How.” the voyage to England was made
inf tJhree weeks, the ship reaching Falmouth harbour about midnight of the first
of June.

It is probable that in the “six sail” Judge Oliver mentions went to England
most of the Tories who did not wish to remain in Halifax, or that did not a few
weeks later continue with Howe to New York.

17. In Dr. Ezra Stiles’s Diary (Vol. 2, p. 168) we find recorded a dispatch
from Halifax of June 13, 1776. The dispatch reads: “The British Fleet is gone
from this place for New York; great Dissention prevailed on their Departure,
among officers and soldiers. This morning about 2 o’clock two Transports found-
ered in a gale of wind near this place and about 300 troops perished.”
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racy. The history of the times which should omit these families
would be fatally defective.’”*s

A considerable group of Boston Loyalists, aimong these some
who sailed with the fleet to Halifax, for a longer or shorter time
afterwards, settled in Bristol, England. In a letter to William
Pynchon, Esq., of Salem, written April 19, 1780, Judge Cur-
wen enumerates these as follows: Miss Arbuthnot, Mr. Barnes,
wife and niece, Mrs. Borland, a son and three daughters, Na-
thaniel Coffin, wife and family, Miss Davis, Mr. Faneuil and
wife, Robert Hallowell, wife and children, Nicholas Lechmere,
wife and two daughters, R. Lechmere, brother of Nicholas, Colo-
nel Oliver and six daughters, Judge Sewall, wife, sister, and two
sons, Samuel Sewall, ‘‘kinsman to Mr. Faneuil,”” Mr. Simp-
son, John Vassall, wife and niece, and Mr. Francis Waldo.*?
Some of the Boston Loyalists also seem to have located for a
time, at least, in Birmingham, England, but the majority settled
in London, where many of them spent the rest of their days. In
London in 1776, they formed a club for a weekly dinner at the
Adelphi, Strand, the members being Messrs. Richard Clark, Jo-
seph Green, Jonathan Bliss, Jonathan Sewall, Joseph Waldo,
Samson Salter Blowers, Elisha and William Hutchinson, Sam-
uel Sewall, Samuel Quincy, Isaac Smith, Harrison Gray, David
Greene, Jonathan Clark, Thomas Flucker, Joseph Taylor, Dan-
iel Silsbee, Thomas Brinley, William Cabot, John Singleton
Copley, and Nathaniel Coffin. To these names also must be add-
ed, Thomas Hutchinson, previously governor of Massachusetts,
Samuel Porter, Edward Oxnard, Benjamin Pickman, John
Amory, Judge Robert Auchmuty, and Major Urquhart.?® In
May, 1779, the Loyalists in London formed an association, evi-

. 186 William H. Whitmore in the “Memorial History of Boston,” Vol. I, pp.
503, 504.

19. “Journal and Letters of the Late Samuel Curwen, Judge of Admiralty,
etc.,” pp. 237, 238.

20. “Journal and Letters of the Late Samuel Curwen, Judge of Admiralty,
etc. (1842), p. 45. Later the members of this club must have met regularly for
their weekly dinner at the New England Coffee House. On the 4th of July, 1782,
Judge Curwen writes in his journal: “Went to London to the Thursday dinner at
New England Coffee-House.” July 11th he writes: “Dined as usual at New
England fish-club dinner.” July 27th: “Dined at New England Coffee-House on
ﬁ}fh' in company with Mr. Flucker, Francis Waldo, Mr. Hutchinson, Mr. Gold-
thwait, etc.”
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dently for united political action, or for the improvement of
their own condition, composed of representatives from all the
New England colonies, and made Sir William Pepperrell, sec-
ond baronet of the name, who was a leading one of their number,
president.?!

The unhappy condition of probably a good many of the Boston
Refugees when they reached Halifax, is reflected in a letter of
Rev. Dr. Henry Caner, of King’s Chapel, written to the Society
for the Propagation of the Gospel, shortly after the Loyalists
arrived. Under date of May tenth, 1776, Dr. Caner says: ‘‘I am
now at Halifax, but without any means of support except what
I receive from the benevolence of the worthy Dr. Breynton. Sev-
eral other clergymen, Dr. Byles, Mr. Walter, Mr. Badger, etec.,,
are likewise driven from Boston to this place; but [all] of them
have some comfortable provision in the Army or Navy as Chap-
lains, a service which my age?? and infirmities will not well ad-
mit of. I have indeed greatly suffered in my health by the cold
weather and other uncomfortable circumstances of a passage to
this place; but having by the good providence of God survived

21. The Loyalists who went to England did not lose sight of Nova Scotia.
On the 18th of January, 1784, Chief-Justice Oliver writes from Birmingham:
“Nova Scotia populates fast—60,000 already.” February gth he writes: “Parson
Walter is arrived from Nova Scotia; many other Refugees are come. America is in
a bad plight—they will lose their whale and cod fishery, and Nova Scotia will
ruin the four New England govérnments.” March s5th he writes from London:
“Mr. Winslow and family are there [Halifax}. Mr. Walter is here, having left
his family at Port Roseway. Col. Ruggles hath built him a large house near to
Annapolis: they settle there very fast. The whalemen are leaving Nantucket for
Nova Scotia, and the New Englanders will suffer extremely by overacting their
importations, and English merchants will suffer by them.” Again he writes: “A
new Province is made on St. John’s river, and called New Brunswick. Gen! Carle-
ton’s brother, Col. Carleton, is the Governor, and the General to be Govr Gen-
eral of Canada and all. Col. Willard with a thousand Refugees, I hear, is em-
barking for Nova Scotia, so that that they will encrease rapidly, and T suppose that
our Province will sink as they rise, for none can return to it without the expense
of Naturalization.” “Diary and Letters of Thomas Hutchinson.”

22. Dr. Caner was then seventy-six. He too went to England in the Spring
of 1776, and when he reached there, the S. P. G. appointed him at his own re-
quest, to the mission at Bristol, Rhode Island. Whether he ever came to Bristol
or not we do not know. At some time after he left Boston he married a young
wife, and at one time lived with her in Wales. He died in England in 1792. In
one of the record books of King’s Chapel which he took with him from Boston,
he wrote: “An unnatural rebellion of the colonies against His Majesty’s govern
ment obliged the loyal part of his subjects to evacuate their dwellings and sub-
stance, and take refuge in Halifax, London, and elsewhere; by which means the
public worship of King’s Chapel became suspended, and is likely to remain so
until it shall please God, in the course of his providence, to change the hearts of
the rebels, or give success to his Majesty’s arms for suppressing the rebellion.”
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the past distress, I am in hopes some charitable hand will assist
me in my purpose of proceeding to England, where the com-
passion of the well-disposed will I hope preserve me from per-
ishing thro’ the want of the necessaries of life. If otherwise,
God’s will be done.”” A letter has reached the Society from the
Rev. Dr. Byles, writes the Secretary of the S. P. (. in the So-
ciety’s report for 1776, who is ‘‘now at Halifax with five moth-
erless children, for a time deprived of all the means of support.”’
But towards these clergymen, as indeed towards all the Refu-
gees that needed help, not only by Dr. Breynton, but by all the
leading secular officials and private gentlemen of Halifax, un-
remitting and thoroughly appreciated kindness seems to have
been shown. ‘‘Two letters have been received in the course of
the year from the Society’s very worthy missionary, the Rev.
Dr. Breynton,’’ writes the secretary of the S. P. G. in the report
mentioned above, ‘‘lamenting the unhappy situation of affairs in
America; in consequence of which many wealthy and loyal fam-
ilies have quitted New England, and in hopes of a safe retreat
have taken up their residence at Halifax, thereby becoming a
great acquisition to the province, and a considerable addition to
his congregation. For many of them, tho’ Dissenters in New
England, have constantly attended the service of the church
since their arrival in Halifax.”’

Of the social life of Boston, from which these Halifax Tories
were so unwillingly obliged to flee, we get glimpses in the ‘¢ An-
nals of King’s Chapel,’’ that admirable history of the mother
Episcopal parish of New England, of which so many of the Tor-
ies were members. King’s Chapel, says the annalist, ‘‘saw all
the rich costumes and striking groupings of that picturesque age
gathered in that ancient day, within its walls. Chariots with
liveried black footmen brought thither titled gentlemen and fine
ladies; and the square pews were gay with modes of dress which
must have brightened the sober New England life—as the ruf-
fled sleeves and powdered wigs, and swords; the judges, whose
robes were thought to give dignity and reverence to their high
office as they set upon the bench; the scarlet uniforms of the
British officers in army and navy,—all mingling with the beauty
and fashion which still look down from old family portraits the
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special flavour of an age very different from our own.’’*® At the
chapel, says the historian, writing of two decades before the Rev-
olution, “‘worshipped not a few of the first gentlemen of the
Province, now at the meridian of success and distincetion, who
in twenty years were to be swept away in the vortex of the
Revolution.”’?* ‘““We see again the Royal Governor in his pew
of state. . . . we recall the British officers of the army and
navy crowding here as honoured guests; we hear the familiar
prayers for King and Queen and royal family repeated by loyal
lips. The Church as it was, seemed to be in some sense a part of
the majesty of Kngland. Then the sky lowers, as the blind and
senseless oppressions of the British ministry change a loyal
colony to a people in rebellion. For a time the church brightens
more and more with the uniforms of the King’s troops, as the
church is changed into a garrison; till, on a March Sunday in
1776, they hurriedly depart, never to return, and the dutiful
prayers vanish, to become a dim vision of the ancient world, so
different from ours. A large part of the congregation went
also; and at their head went their aged rector, whose pride and
life-work had been with unwearied pains to ensure the erection
of the noble structure to which he bade farewell as he followed
his convictions of duty to his King.’’?5

Nor was the noble gravity and dignity of King’s chapel as a
building at all out of harmony with the character of the houses in
which these Loyalists of Boston lived. On King Street, and
Queen Street, and Beacon Street, and Tremont Street, as on
Milk and Marlborough and Summer streets, stood fine colonial
houses, that had rivals, indeed, in Roxbury, and Cambridge, and
Medford, and Milton, in all which there was architectural beauty

23. “Annals of King's Chapel,” by Rev. Henry Wilder Foote, Vol. 1, p. 540.

24. On the registers of King’s Chapel most of the names prominent in Bos-
ton before the Revolution are sooner or later to be found. Many strictly Congre-
gational families as they rose to wealth and influence gave the Chapel more or
less support. Some families of importance, however, were from the first Episco-
palians, not Congregationalists. Among the King's Chapel worshippers were fam-
ilies of Auchmuty, Brattle, Brinley, Coffin, Cradock, DeBlois, Gardiner, Green-
leaf, Hallowell, Hutchinson, Lechmere, Lyde, Minot, Oliver, Royall, Sewall, Shir-
ley, Snelling, Vassall, and Winslow. A notable family was the large family of
Mr. Samuel Wentworth, originally a Portsmouth, New Hampshire, man, but
long one of the most prominent merchants of Boston. He died before the Revo-
lution, but his wife lived, we believe, with her son, Benning in Halifax, near her

daughter Lady Frances Wentworth, wife of Governor Sir John.
25. Annals of King’s Chapel, Vol. II, p. 336.
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and stately elegance. Some of these houses were large, two or
three story mansions, with handsome approaches, dignified hall
ways, wainscotted drawing-rooms, fine stair-cases with carved
balusters, ample tiled fireplaces, classic mantlepieces, and walls
hung with portraits and landscapes by the best American paint-
ters before the Revolution. Lady Agnes Frankland, as is well
known, np to the time of the siege lived chiefly at Hopkinton, but
her house in the North End of Boston, to which she came early
in the siege, is minutely described by James Fenimore Cooper.
The Frankland house was of brick, heavily trimmed with wood,
and had a spacious hall, off which led the drawing-room, the
panels of whose walls were painted with imaginary landscapes
and ruins. The walls were also ‘‘burdened with armorial bear-
ings,”’ indicating the noble alliances of the Frankland family.
‘‘Beneath the surbase were smaller divisions of panels, painted
with various architectural devices; and above it rose, between
the compartments, fluted pilasters of wood, with gilded capitals.
A heavy wooden and highly ornamental cornice stretched above
the whole, furnishing an appropriate outline for the walls. . . .
The floor, which shone equally with the furniture, was tessellated
with small alternate squares of red cedar and pine. . . . On
either side of the ponderous and laboured mantel were arched
compartments, of plainer work, denoting use, the sliding panels
of which, being raised, displayed a buffet groaning with massive
plate.”’

In 1766, John Adams wrote in his diary: ‘‘Dined at Mr. Nick
Boylston’s—an elegant dinner indeed. Went over the house to
view the furniture, which alone cost a thousand pounds sterling.
A seat it is for a nobleman, a prince. The Turkey carpets, the
painted hangings, the marble tables, the rich beds with erimson
damask curtains and counterpanes, the beautiful chimney clock,
the spacious garden, are the most magnificent of anything T
have ever seen.2®

As early as 1708 John Oldmixon, an English author, after
visiting Boston wrote: ‘“A gentleman from London would al-
moost think himself at home at Boston, when he observes the
number of people, their houses, their furniture, their tables,

26. “Memorial History of Boston,” Vol. 2, p. 452.



784 THE HISTORY OF HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA

their dress and conversation, which perhaps 1s as showy as that
of the most considerable tradesmen in London.”’ Thirty-two
years later, in 1740, Mr. Joseph Bennett, another Englishman,
writes: ‘“There are several families in Boston that keep a coach
and pair of horses and some few drive with four horses, but for
chaises and saddlehorses considering the bulk of the place they
outdo London. . . . When the ladies ride out to take the
air, it is generally in a chaise or chair, and then but a single
horse; and they have a negro servant to drive them. The gentle-
men ride out here as in England, some in chairs, and others on
horseback, with their negroes to attend them. They travel in
much the same manner on business as for pleasure, and are at-
tended in both by their black equipages. . . . For their do-
mestic amusements, every afternoon, after drinking tea, the
gentlemen and ladies walk the Mall, and from thence adjourn
to one another’s houses to spend the evening,—those that are
not disposed to attend the evening lecture; which they may do,
if they please, six nights in seven the year round. . . . The
government being in the hands of dissenters, they don’t admit
of plays or music houses, but of late they have set up an assem-
bly, to which some of the ladies resort. . . . DBut notwith-
standing plays and such like diversions do not obtain here, they
don’t seem to be dispirited nor moped for want of them, for both
the ladies and gentlemen dress and appear as gay, in common,
as courtiers in England on a coronation or birthday. And the
ladies here visit, drink tea, and indulge every little piece of gen-
tility to the height of the mode, and neglect the affairs of their
families with as good grace as the finest ladies in L.ondon.”’

“I remember,”’ says Miss Dorothy Dudley of Cambridge, writ-
ing after the Revolution of her beloved Christ Church, in the
university town, ‘‘the families as they used to sit in church.
First, in front of the chancel, the Temples, who every Sabbath
drove from Ten Hills Farm; Mr. Robert Temple and his accom-
plished wife and lovely daughters. . . . Behind the Tem-
ples sat the Royalls, relatives of Mrs. Henry Vassall, the In-
mans, the Borlands, who owned and occupied the Bishop’s Pal-
ace, as the magnificent mansion built by Rev. Mr. Apthorp, op-
posite the President’s house, is called. The house is grand in
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proportions and architecture, and is fitted in every respect to
bear the name which clings to it. It was thought that Mr. Ap-
thorp had an eye to the bishopric when he came to take charge
of Christ Church, and put up this house of stately elegance. . . .
Among his congregation were the Faneuils, the Lechmeres, the
Lees, the Olivers, the Ruggleses, the Phipses, and the Vassalls.
Mrs. Lee, Mrs. Lechmere, and Mrs. Vassall the elder, are sisters
of Colonel David Phips, and daughters of Lieutenant-Governor
Spencer Phips. The ‘pretty little, dapper man, Colonel Oliv-
er,” as Reverend Mr. Sergeant used to call in sport our some-
time lientenant-governor, married a sister of Colonel John Vas-
sall the younger, and Colonel Vassall married his. Mrs. Ruggles
and Mrs. Borland are aunts of John Vassall’s. These families
were on intimate terms with one another, and scarcely a day
passed that did not bring them together for social pleasures.
. I well remember the train of carriages that rolled up to
the church door, bearing the worshippers to the Sabbath service.
The inevitable red cloak of Judge Joseph Lee, his badge of of-
fice in the King’s service, hung in graceful folds around his
stately form; the beauty and elegance of the ladies were con-
spicuous, as silks and brocades rustled at every motion, and In-
dia shawls told of wealth and luxury.”’

From Copley’s portraits, painted in Boston during the ten or
fifteen years preceding the year 1774, when the painter finally
left for Europe, we can see how richly the Boston people
dressed. One of Copley’s woman sitters is in brown satin, the
sleeves ruffled at the elbows, a lace shawl and a small lace cap,
and is adorned with a necklace of pearls. Another has a bodice
of blue satin, and an overdress of pink silk, trimmed with
ermine. One is in olive-brown brocaded damask, one in white
satin, with a purple velvet train edged with gold, one in blue sat-
in, a Marie Stuart cap, and a sapphire necklace, one in pink da-
mask, open in front to show a petticoat of white satin trimmed
with silver lace, and one in yellow satin, also with silver lace,
and with a necklace and earrings of pearls. Hardly less richly
dressed, also, are Copleys men. One full-wigged gentlemen
wears a brown broadcloth coat and a richly embroidered satin
waistcoat, one a gold-laced brown velvet coat and small clothes,
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one a blue velvet doublet with slashed sleeves and a large collar
trimmed with white lace (evidently a fancy costume), one a
brown dinner coat, a blue satin waistcoat with silver buttons,
and ruffles at the neck and wrists, and one a crimson velvet
morning gown, with white small-clothes, and a rich dark velvet
cap.?’

Before the Revolution, as we have seen, a very considerable
group of New England families were permanently settled in
Halifax, the Brentons, Fairbankses, Fillises, Gerrishes, Gorhams,
Greens, Lawlors, Lawsons, Monks, Morrises, Newtons, Pres-
cotts, Salters and others; when the Revolution was at its height,
or had passed, we find the New England element permanently
increased by such important families as the Blowerses, Brattles,
Brinleys, Byleses, Gays, Halliburtons, Howes, Hutchinsons,
Lovells, Lydes, Minots, Robies, Rogerses, Snellings, Sternses,
Thomases, Wentworths,?® and Winslows, with others besides.?
Among well known Boston Loyalists who died at Halifax were
William Brattle, Theophilus Lillie and Byfield Lyde, who died
in 1776, John Lovell, the Tory schoolmaster, in 1778, Jonathan
Snelling, in 1782, Christopher Minot, in 1783, Jeremiah Dum-
mer Rogers and Kdward Winslow, Sr.,*° in 1784, Jonathan

27. See Mr. Frank W. Bayley’s “The Life and Works of John Singleton
Copley,” Boston, 1915.

28. Sir John Wentworth, Bart.,, who was governor of Nova Scotia from 1792
until 1808, was from New Hampshire, but his wife, who was his first cousin, was
a daughter of Mr. Samuel Wentworth of Boston. Lady Wentworth’s brother
Benning was also one of the Refugees in Halifax and for some years was secretary
of the province. To this position Sir. John's only son, Charles Mary, was like-
wise appointed, but he probably never assumed the office.

29. In a letter to his aunts in Boston, written from Halifax December 24,
1783, Mather Byles, 3d, eldest son of Rev. Dr. Mather Byles, 2d, writes: “The
final evacuation of New York has taken place and many New England gentry
arrived here from that place are appointed to the first offices in the Garrison.
Messrs. Brinley, Townsend, Coffin, Winslow, and Taylor are among the number,
so that our Refugee party will be very strong this winter.”” From other records
we know that some of the Loyalists who settled permanently in Halifax went on
to New York with General Howe, but several years later returned to Halifax.
This was true of Edward Winslow, Sr.

30. Mr. Edward Winslow’s funeral at Halifax in June, 1784 (he died June
8) was conducted with great ceremony. The pall-bearers were Mr. John (after-
wards Sir John) Wentworth, General Edmund Fanning, then lieutenant-governor
(under Governor Parr), Hon. Arthur Goold, Brigadier-General John Small, Hon.
Judge Foster Hutchinson, and Henry Lloyd, Esq. The chief mourner was Colo-
nel Edward Winslow, Jr, who was followed by the family servants in deep
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Sterns or Stearns in 1798, Judge Foster Hutchinson in 1799,
George Brinley in 1809, Archibald Cunningham in 1820, and
Chief-Justice Sampson Salter Blowers in 1842. Of Sir John
‘Wentworth, Baronet, the ninth governor of Nova Scotia from
Colonel Cornwallis, a New Hampshire man but with a Boston
wife, we shall have much to say in a later chapter of this series.
Brigadier-General Timothy Ruggles, previously of Hardwick,
Massachusetts, one of Gage’s mandamus councillors, died in
Annapolis County, Nova Scotia, in 1795, and Hon. Nathanie]
Ray Thomas of Marshfield, Massachusetts, another mandamus
councillor, died at Windsor, Nova Scotia, in 1791.

When we come to follow the fortunes of Halifax in detail af-
ter the arrival of the Boston Loyalists, we shall see how greatly
the large, energetic group of these people that settled perma-
nently there stimulated the town’s activities and gave fresh col-
our to its social life. But the prominence in the Nova Scotia
capital of these new comers was not by any means viewed with
entire complaisance by the earlier settlers. There had been at
the very first beginning of the settlement of Halifax,’’ says Mur-
doch in his History of Nova Scotia, ‘‘something like a division
between the settlers from England and those who joined them
from New England, but this difference died out shortly after,
without occasioning much mischief, the people being united to
defend themselves against the French and their Indian allies.
Now, however, circumstances had brought into the country a
new and numerous population from New England, New York,
ete., and a rivalry of interests sprang up between their promi-
nent men and the older inhabitants. . . . The party division

mourning. After this walked in pairs, Sampson Salter Blowers and William
Taylor, Esq'rs. their excellencies the Governor and the General of the forces,
Gregory Townsend, Esq., and Lieutenant Hailes of the 38th Grenadiers, William
Coffin, Esq, Captain Morrice Robinson, Rev. Dr. Mather Byles, Captain Adden-
brooke, the Governor’s aid-de-camp, and Lieutenant Gordon, major of brigade.
Next came the members of his Majesty’s Council, “a number of the respectable
inhabitants,” and many gentlemen of the army and navy. The funeral service was
rendered in St. Paul’s Church by the Rev. Dr. Breynton and the Rev. Joshua Win-
gate Weeks, and the burial was in the town burying-ground in Pleasant street,
which bears the name “St. Paul’s.” In this cemetery a stone was erected to Mr.
Winslow, which bears a lengthy inscription. See Proceedings of the Mass. Hist.
Soc., 2nd Series, Vol. 3.
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thus originated extended for some years to the house of assem-
bly, and it was long before it was quite allayed. An anonymous
correspondent of the Nova Scotia Gazette at this time alludes to
it as a division into ‘old comers and new comers,” or ‘loyalists
and ancient inhabitants.” ’

One of the most serious local issues of this strife was a severe
charge of maladministration of justice, brought by two attor-
neys, Messrs. Jonathan Sterns or Stearns and William Taylor,
refugees from Massachusetts with Howe’s fleet, against the
Nova Scotia chief-justice, Isaac Deschamps, and an assistant
judge of the supreme court, Judge James Brenton. Deschamps
was of Swiss extraction and had long been in the province, Bren-
ton was from Newport, Rhode Island, and he too had early set-
tled in Halifax. The attorneys publicly charged that cases
brought by Loyalist settlers could not get fair trial at the hands
of these judges, and so strongly did they press their charges
that the judges were finally impeached. For a time the lawyers
bringing the charges were disbarred, but the Chief Justice re-
signed his office, and Judge Brenton like him for some time
remained under a cloud. At last, however, in 1792, when the
case had dragged along for between four and five years, the
Privy Council in England, to whom it had been appealed, ac-
quitted the judges and the matter was finally set at rest. In a
letter to his sisters in Boston, in May, 1788, the Rev. Dr. Mather
Byles writes: ¢“From this day [April 2nd] to the 21st, my time
was entirely engrossed by the dispute between the old inhabi-
tants of this Province and the American Loyalists. The flame,
which has been so long kindling, now blazes with the utmost vio-
lence. T first joined in a remonstrance to the Governor signed
by more than two hundred inhabitants of Halifax, and when this
was not properly attended to, I wrote several letters to my Eng-
lish correspondents recommending Sterns and Taylor, who on
the 21st sailed for England as our agents, to seek that redress
at White-Hall which it was impossible to obtain from a corrupt
junto. They are both gentlemen of the law, my particular
friends, and men of the most unblemished character; they have
been grossly injured, and I hope God will graciously succeed
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them. The case was so perfectly plain that I thought myself
obliged to be open, active, and fearless; and I have the pleasure
to learn that remonstrances similar to ours signed by many hun-
dreds, are constantly arriving from all parts of the country.”’

The coming of thousands of New York Loyalists to Nova Sco-
tia in 1783 furnishes material for a highly interesting chapter of
Loyalist history, which, since the facts all have a close bearing
on Halifax history, we shall feel it necessary to give in some de-
tail as this narration proceeds. Among the vast number of New
York Tories, who finally settled in New Brunswick a consider-
able number of Massachusetts Tories also settled, and some of
the historic families of New Brunswick, like the Blisses, Chal-
oners, Chipmans, Coffins, Paddocks, Sewalls Uphams, and Win-
slows, have been of this stock. The most 1nﬁuent1a1 New York
Loyalist that settled in Halifax was the Right Reverend Charles
Inglis, D. D., previously Rector of Trinity Church, New York
City, who in 1787 came to Halifax as the first incumbent of the
newly erected Nova Scotia Anglican See. Until 1816, when he
died, Bishop Inglis continued to exert an influence in Nova Sco-
tia and New Brunswick in religious and educational matters,
that has not ceased to be felt to the present day.*!

31. “An Occasional,” writing in the Halifax Acadian Recorder newspaper for
March 21, 1914, says:

“Let me remind you that Charles Inglis, the first Episcopal bishop of Nova
Scotia; Sir John Wentworth, governor of this province at the beginning of this
century, Edward Winslow, a member of a distinguished Massachusetts family,
whose death at Halifax, in 1784, was followed by funeral ceremonies of unusual
distinction; Sampson Salter Blowers and Ward Chipman, chief justices, the first
of Nova Scotia, and the second of New Brunswick; Judge Sewall, of New
Brunswick, an early and intimate friend of John Adams; Foster Hutchinson,
judge of the supreme court of Nova Scotia; Jonathan Bliss, attorney-general of
New Brunswick, and Benning Wentworth, provincial secretary of Nova Scotia,
were all Loyalists, and all, with two exceptions, graduated at Harvard; that Sir
Brenton Halliburton, whose life story has been well told by the Rev. Dr. Hill;
Egerton Ryerson, founder of the well-known school system of Ontario; Joseph
Howe, of whom no Nova Scotian can be ignorant; and Judge Stewart of the
Supreme Court of this province, were sons of Loyahsts, that Sir John Inghs the
brave defender of Lucknow; Sir Frederick P. Robinson and Sir W. H. Robinson,
both knighted on account of their military services; Lemuel Allan Wilmot, like
Joseph Howe, a leader in the struggle for responsible government, and, like him,
at one time a governor of his native province; Sir George Cathcart and Major
Welsford, who fell in the Crimea . . . were grandsons of Loyalists. The late
Sir Robert Hodgson, lieutenant-governor of Prince Edward Island, was also of
Loyalist descent. Let me remind you of these and of many others living or dead,
whose names may occur to you, with the suggestion that a study of the history of
the Loyalists at large would swell the brief list given to an almost indefinite ex-






SOME HEROIC WOMEN OF THE REVOLUTION 827

Housekeeping was conducted on unalterable rules, and no
work that could be avoided was done on Sunday. All meals
were served cold. A member of Groton Church. Every
year for fifty-six years she read the Bible through. In
1813, Commodore Decatur was blockaded in New London
Harbor by an English fleet. Inhabitants feared battle. Women
fled into the country taking their children and valuables.
“‘Mother Bailey”’ sent her effects, but remained to face
the danger. Supply of flannel being short for wadding, a
search was made in the village for some but not half enough was
cbtained. After a moment’s hesitation, ‘‘ Mother Bailey’’ seized
her scissors, which every matron of that day carried at her side,
quickly clipped the strings of her flannel skirt and stripping the
garment from her person handed it to the messenger saying:
¢“It is a good heavy one, but I do not care for that.”” The mar-
tial petticoat and its patriotic donor have ever since been re-
nowned in our local annals.

She was honored with visits from distingunished soldiers and
statesmen. Lafayette and suite called upon her in 1824. Presi-
dents Monroe, Jackson and Van Buren, Colonel R. M. Johnson
and General Cass. She was noted for her qualities as a nurse.

Mr. Bailey died in August, 1848, it is said he was the last sur-
vivor of the Fort Griswold massacre, first postmaster of Groton
office held till his death and thereafter Mrs. Bailey held the office
till her death three years later, January 10, 1851, aged ninety-
two years.

The foregoing is a copy of some of the facts contained in an
article written for the Anna Warner Bailey Chapter by Mrs.
H. T. Palmer and Miss M. E. Benjamin, and published by Con-
necticut Chapters D. A. R. and sent to the magazine by A. A.
Thomas.
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SociaL Lire or Havirax ArFTER THE REVOLUTION

By Arraur WentworTH Haminron Eatox, M. A., D. C. L.

“All hail to the day when the Britons came over
And planted their standard, with sea foam still wet,
Around and above us their spirits will hover,
Rejoicing to mark how we honour it yet.
Beneath it the emblems they cherished are waving,
The Rose of Old England the roadside perfumes,
The Shamrock and Thistle the north winds are braving,
Securely the Mayflower blushes and blooms.”
—Hon. Josepa Howe.

(On the hundredth anniversary of Cornwallis’s landing at Chebucto.)

“Be aristocracy the only joy:
Let commerce perish, let the world expire!”
—ANONYMOUS SATIRCAL PoeM.

N the landscape of Nova Scotia at large, to the cultivated
traveller as to any impressionable native of the province,
there is a strongly compelling if never wholly definable
charm, that stirs deeply the romantic and poetic elements
in the mind. If the romance of the early settlement of the coun-
try, which was one of the most conspicuous and treasured of the
colonies of ancient Bourbon France, is ever exaggerated in the
mind of the historian or the poet,—the romance of Port Royal,
Pisiquid, Beauséjour, and Grand Pré,—there is yet in the varied
natural charm of the landscape enough to cast an unusual spell
over the imagination and quicken the soul to poetie fervor. The
Nova Scotia landscape has great variety, we find in it the verd-
ant luxuriance and apparently exhaustless fertility of the broad
dyke-lands about the Bay of Fundy, the deep Italian blue of
Minas Basin, the sweet, sheltered grace of the Valley of the
(828)
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Gaspereau, the gray lights and purple shades and wraith-like
mists that pass over the steep slopes of the North Mountain, the
stern aspect of Blomidon, as it looks out coldly on the restless
tide, the marvellous orchard-bloom that rolls, pink and per-
fumed, in great waves across the landscape in early June, the
red glow of the laden apple trees in October, the wide-spreading
fields of red clover, the ridges of flaming goldenrod, the splen-
did patches of purple wild asters,—with on the Atlantic sea-
board and along the rivers that flow thither, in contrast to the
drowsy islands that dot the bays where these rivers empty, a
tumbled wealth of rugged scenery that gives virility and strength
to the whole.

Of the situation and natural setting of the capital of Nova
Scotia, the city of Halifax, a graceful Canadian writer, Dr.
Archibald MacMechan, has recently written: ¢“One feature
must be plain even to the least observant, the uminatched mag-
nificence of the setting. ‘Beautiful for situation,’ the phrase of
the Psalmist for his sacred city, fits the capital of the Mayflower
Province. Before her feet lies the great land-locked harbour,
where the old three-deckers used to swing at their anchors; on
her right hand extends the long picturesque fiord we call the
‘Arm;’! on her left is a second inner haven, twenty miles in cir-
cuit, called Bedford Basin. In the very centre is the hill crowned
with a citadel. From this point of vantage you can see how the
peaceful roofs huddle close around the base of the projecting
stronghold, and how the dark blue water washes all sides of the
triangular peninsula on which the city stands.’’

In general aspect Halifax is a gray, smoke-coloured town,
largely built with wooden houses, but containing likewise a good
many substantial buildings of brick and stone, the most historic

1. The “Northwest Arm” extends inward from the sea perhaps more than
a mile, and is lined on both sides with comfortable cottages, occasional club-
houses, and tiny bungalows for summer use. Near the head of the Arm is an
islet known as Melville Island, which one reaches by a road called the “Dingle
drive.” On this island stands the little naval prison, where after the war with
France, numbers of French sailors who had been captured on ships-of-war, pri-
vateers, and merchant vessels were for months confined. These sailors were
cheerful, industrious fellows, who employed themselves by making bone boxes,
dominoes, and other small articles, and it became the fashion to row over to
the island in summer, or skate across in the winter, to purchase trinkets from the

men. The war with the United States, of 1812, brought crowds of American
prisoners also here.
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of which are the Province Building and Government IHouse.
The first of these buildings Frederic Cozzens, an American
author of the last generation, in his book ‘A Month with the
Bluenoses,”” deseribes as a structure of great solidity and re-
spectability, and this emphatically the building is. There can be
few more solid or better proportioned buildings on the continent.
It is constructed of rich brown freestone, its corner-stone was
laid August 12, 1811, and the structure was completed in 1819, at
a cost of $209,400. For two or three decades after it was built it
was often said to be the finest building, architecturally, in North
America. Within its walls are the House of Assembly, the Leg-
islative and KExecutive Council Chambers, and the combined
Provincial and Nova Scotia Historical Society’s libraries, which
contain not only many valuable books, but a great wealth of
manuseript records of priceless value for purposes of history.
On the walls of the Legislative Council Chamber hang portraits
of King George 1I, King George 11I, and King William IV;
Queen Charlotte and Queen Caroline; Sir John Eardley Wilmot
Inglis, the ‘“‘Ilero of Lucknow;’” Sir Fenwick Williams, the
““Hero of Kars;”’ Sir Charles Hastings Doyle, Sir Brenton 1al-
liburton, Judge Thomas Chandler Haliburton, the author of
““Sam Slick,”” and a portrait by Benjamin West of Sir Thomas
Andrew Strange, in scarlet gown, and wig.? This Province
Building is distinguished not only as the home of the Pro-
vineial Legislature, but as having been the scene of several his-
foric balls, one as early as 1826, in honour of Sir James
Kempt, an Knglish governor of the province, one in 1841, in

2. There are other portraits in this building besides the ones we have men-
tioned, notably a recently acquired one of the late King Edward. In private
houses in Halifax there are also a few notable portraits, the finest being a Cop-
ley of the elder Dr. Mather Byles, of Boston, painted in 1774, it is believed, the
year Copley finally left Boston for England. This distinguished Copley belongs
to W. Bruce Almon, I'sq., M. D., and has been reproduced, by its owner's kind
permission, in the writer’s latest book, “The Famous Mather Byles.” In Hali-
fax also, in the possession of Major William B. Almon, is an interesting por-
trait of Miss Catherine Byles, daughter of Dr. Byles, senior, which was painted
by Henry Pelham, Copley’s half-brother. This also, by the owner's kind per-
mission has been reproduced in the writer’s book.

A highly important and very complete resumé of paintings and engravings
done in Halifax by Robert Field, William Valentine, and others, who worked in
this province, has lately been published by Mr. Harry Piers, the able archivist
and local historian of Nova Scotia, in the eighteenth volume of the Collections
of the Nova Scotia Historical Society.
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honour of Prince de Joinville, and one, the best remembered of
all, in 1860, in honour of his late Majesty, King Edward Seventh,
then Prince of Wales.

The first Governor’s House in Halifax was a small wooden
building, the frame of which, as we have seen, was ordered from
Boston, which stood on the site of the present Province Build-
ing, its primitive defences being cannon mounted on casks or
hogsheads filled with gravel. Whether this house was com-
pleted as early as October, 1749, we do not know, but by the
tourteenth of that month Governor Cornwallis had removed
from his ship to the shore, and the Counecil was meeting in his
“apartment.”” In 1758 Governor Lawrence built a new resi-
dence on the same spot, to which Lord William Campbell added
a ball-room, later governors still further enlarging and beauti-
fying the house. In 1800, on the site of an old wooden building
on Pleasant Street long used to shelter field officers and for other
military purposes, the corner-stone of the present Government
House was laid, and here ever since it was finished successive
governors have kept their little courts, holding state levees, giv-
ing state dinners and balls, and more quietly entertaining hos-
pitably not only native Nova Scotians but many distinguished
foreign guests as well. This Government House is an exact copy
of the famous London Lansdowne House, and for many decades
it was naturally the chief centre of Nova Scotia’s smartest social
life.?

3. The governors of Nova Scotia in succession, from 1749 to 1800, all of
course during their terms of office residing at Government House, were: Col.
the Hon. Edward Cornwallis; Col. Peregrine Thomas Hopson: Col. Charles Law-
rence; Henry Ellis, Esq.; Col. the Hon. Montagu Wilmot; Rt. Hon. Lord Wil-
liam Campbell, fourth son of the fourth Duke of Argyle; Major Francis Legge;
John Parr, Esq.; Sir John Wentworth, Bart. Irom 1800 to 1goo they were: Sir
John Wentworth; Lt. Gen. Sir. George Prevost, Bart; Gen. Sir John Coape Sher-
Jbrook, K. B.; Lt. Gen, George Ramsay, ninth Earl of Dalhousie; Lt. Gen. Sir
James Kempt, G. C. B.; Gen. Sir Peregrine Maitland, K. C. B.; Major Gen. Sir Colin
Campbell; Viscount Falkland; Sir John Harvey, K. C. B.; Hon. Augustus Con-
stantine Phipps, 2nd Marquis of Normanby and, Farl Mulgrave; Sir Richard
Graves Macdonnell. K. C. M. G.; Sir William Fenwick Williams, Bart., K. C. B.
a native Nova Scotian, hero of Kars; Sir Charles Hastings Doyle, K. C. M. G.;
Hon. Joseph Howe, a native Nova Scotian, whose father was John Howe, the
Boston Loyalist; Hon. Sir Adams George Archibald, K. C. M. G., a native Nova
Scotian; Matthew Henry Richey, Esq.; Archibald Woodbury McLelan, Esq.;
Hon. Sir Malachy Bowes Daly, K. C. M. G.; and Hon. Alfred Gilpin Jones, a
Nova Scotian of New England descent, who was appointed August 7, 1900, and
died in office March 14, 1906.
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In a later chapter of this history detailed account may be
given of the defences of Halifax, the great Citadel, surrounded
with its moat, the various shore batteries along the harbour,
the forts on McNab’s and George’s islands and at Point Pleas-
ant, Fort Clarence, on the Dartmouth side of the harbour, and
York Redoubt, far out in the bay. Until about 1870 two regi-
ments of the line were always stationed here, but ¥gypt and
Ireland needing more troops, one was finally withdrawn, and
for perhaps thirty years before the Imperial troops were re-
moved there was but one Line Regiment, with the force of Artil-
lery and Engineers about equal in number to a full regiment.
There has always been, likewise, in Halifax, a corps of Sub-
marine Engineers specially trained by Imperial officers for man-
ning the harbour defences. As a matter of course there are in
the vicinity of the Citadel extensive barracks for the accom-
modation of soldiers and their families, and quarters for those of-
ficers who, unmarried, are not living in rented houses in the town.
Not far from the centre of the city, towards the South, is Belle-
vue, now an officers’ mess, a large wooden house which was long
the residence of the General in command, and in the far northern
part of the town, overlooking the Dockyard, stands what was
“ Admiralty House,”’ where until the Dockyard was closed, from
May to December of every year the Admiral of the Fleet on the
North American station gave a succession of agreeable dinners
and balls. The beginning of the Citadel was a block-house with
a parapet, built in 1753, on the summit of the hill, then eighty
feet higher than now, that overlooks the town. This block-house
has port-holes in its sides for cannon, and all around it a ditch
and ramparts of earth and wood, strengthened by palisades or
pickets driven close together. In 1795 his Royal Highness the
Duke of Kent caused the old fortifications to be removed and
began the erection of the present Citadel, which has accommo-
dation within for a regiment, and has always had ready signal
communication with the harbour forts. For many decades in
the past, with measured march, from the eastern entrance of
the fortification little companies of soldiers would often be
seen issuing, while on extraordinary occasions, as for church
parades, the greater part of the regiment, with its band playing,
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would magnificently march down the side slope of the hill. Be-
low the glacis, directly facing the middle of the town, is still the
old square clock-tower, another conspicuous memorial of the
residence in Halifax of the Duke of Kent.

The Dockyard, which was begun in 1758, nine years after Hali-
fax was founded, occupies half a mile of the harbour front, and
within its guarded walls anciently stood the Commissioner’s res-
idence and other houses for the several employees whose official
duties included the landing and shipping of naval stores. The
final inclosure was made, as the figures over the central gate an-
nounce, on the line of the present wall, in the year 1770. In
1815, one of the historic loyal celebrations of Halifax took place
here, after the victory of Waterloo, and many a time the Dock-
yard has been the scene of brilliant aquatic contests, of which
many have been held in Halifax harbour, in earlier or later times,
Until late in the nineteenth century, throughout the summers
there was hardly a week that several war-ships of the British
fleet were not flying their flags in the harbour, hardly an evening
when the music of magnificently trained ships’ bands did not float
from mid-stream across the water to the Halifax or Dartmouth
shores. Halifax, as we have intimated, was the headquarters of
the Commander-in-Chief of the North American Naval Station,
from the middle of May till the latter part of October; then the
war-ships took their departure for Bermuda, Nassau, or Ja-
maica. During their stay society was always in a whirl of din-
ner giving and dancing, and this gayety was often still further
increased by the visit, for longer or shorter time, of some Ger-
man, French, or American man-of-war.

_ The closing of the Garrison Chapel in the north end of Hali-
fax made one of the greatest losses the town suffered by the re-
moval of the Imperial troops. From the time when it was
opened, the year 1846, until 1905, it was the authorized place
of worship for the British soldlers who were not Roman Cath-
olics or Presbyterians, and nothing could exceed the heartiness
of the service performed there.t From the Wellington Bar-

4. The corner-stone of the Garrison Chapel was laid in October, 1844, the
Rev. Dr. John Thomas Twining then being chaplain. The chapel was closed in

1905, and the next year was purchased by the congregation of Trinity Church,
which until 1907 worshipped in a church in Jacob Street, This congregation
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racks, from Artillery Park, and from the Citadel, on Sunday
mornings, the troops, with bands playing, would march to the
church for a crisp military service, for when the twelve o’clock
gun fired the prayers and the short sermon must promptly be
done. To civilian worshippers it was always an inspiration to
hear the soldiers’ firm responses, and their hearty singing, as
accompanied by the organ and several instruments of the band
they rendered the familiar chants of the Prayer-Book and the
‘Ancient and Modern’ hymns. Soldiers who were Preshy-
terians as a rule went to St. Matthew’s Chureh, and Roman
Catholics to St. Mary’s Cathedral, on Spring Garden Road. Not
infrequently in the quiet Halifax streets would be heard the dull
beating of the muffled drum which headed the sad funeral pro-
cession of some private soldier or soldier’s wife or child, who
as the waning sun threw purple shadows round the Citadel, in
barracks or hospital had breathed his last on earth and gone into
the unseen. On a low gun-carriage the still form would now
be passing to Camp Hill Cemetery, or the Military Burying
ground at Fort Massey, or to the Cemetery of the Holy Cross,
there to be laid away to moulder slowly to dust. From the
burial, the band, according to custom, would always return, play-
ing no longer the ‘“Dead March in Saul,”” but the liveliest pop-
ular airs the bandsmen knew. In these Halifax burying grounds
where soldiers and soldiers’ families lie are touching inserip-
tions to the memory of men of all ranks in the service, lieuten-
ant-colonels, captains, ensigns, colour-sergeants, staff-sergeants,
and corporals, and to many a hard-working soldier’s wife or
sweet little one, who in the long, cold Halifax winter, perhaps
rendered more susceptible to the climate by previous residence in
Bermuda or India, had sadly drooped and died.

has occupied the Garrison Chapel since 1907. A newspaper notice at the time
of the laying of the corner-stone of the chapel reads: “Yesterday afternoon, Oc-
tober 23d, 1844, at three o’clock, the corner-stone of the new Military Chapel
was laid. The troops were in attendance, accompanied by the band of the Royals.
Sir Jeremiah Dickson, Colonel Calder, Colonel Bazelgatte, and Major Tryon, and
other officers belonging to the military department were in attendance.

“A part of the goth Psalm was sung, and the Reverend Doctor Twining offered
prayer. Sir Jeremiah Dickson performed the ceremony of laying the stone, on
which was a suitable Latin inscription. Reverend Doctor Twining remarked in
the course of his address that he had held services in no less than eleven different

buildings.” For a brief sketch of Dr. Twining, see Eaton’s “History of King's
County, Nova Scotia,” p. 8s1.
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A highly picturesque feature of Halifax has always been the
““Green Market,”” held on Wednesday and Saturday mornings
on the sidewalks, near the Post Office and the Market Slip. All
summer through, as regularly as these mornings came, a mixed
company of ‘‘Chezzetcookers’” and negroes, the former some of
the dark-skinned descendants of the old Acadians, have been
accustomed to troop into town, across the Dartmouth Ferryy
their rude wagons laden with farm produce, poultry, flowers, and
domestic small wares of various sorts, and ranging themselves
along the side-walks unobtrusively offer their goods for sale.
The negroes, descended from slaves who at the time of the Rev-
olution or in the war of 1812 escaped from the Southern States,
are so like those one may see still in Portsmouth, Virginia, or
Charleston, South Carolina, that watching them squatted on the
pavement in motley garments and gay head coverings, and lis-
tening to their thick negro dialect, one might easily imagine
one’s self in far more southern climes. Deseribing the buyers
at this open-air market, some writer of early in the nineteenth
century whose name is unknown to us said: ‘‘Here we can see
the regimental mess man, the smart gun-steward from the Dock-
yard, the caterer for the ships, and the natty private soldier
who has just set up housekeeping with a newly made wife from
the servant class of the town, jostling gentlemen’s servants in
livery and eager-eyed boarding house keepers, or even the mis-
tress of some aristocratic mansion, who in fresh morning gown
has thriftily risen early to do her own marketing for the day.”’

The Halifax fish market, too, has always been liberally sup-
plied and well patronized,—salmon, cusk, halibut, pollock, mack-
erel, lobsters, herring, gaspereaux, and trout being abundant
and cheap. A story is told of a certain naval captain of old
days, new to the station, who, probably better accustomed to the
prices which ruled at Billingsgate than at Halifax, once gave his
steward a sovereign to buy lobsters for the cabin dinner. The
man returned with a small boat load of the crustaceans in two
or three wheelbarrows and presented them to the captain, whose
surprise can be easily imagined.

The residences of the wealthier Haligonians have in large
part been built on the sloping wooded shores of the beautiful
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“Arm,’’ but they have not by any means been confined to these
charming outskirts of the town, they have been scattered through
the city, some even daring to show themselves far in the mostly
unfashionable extreme ‘‘north end.”’

Another interesting feature, added to Halifax in the nine-
teenth century, is the large park, at Point Pleasant, in the south
part of the city, the point where the Arm opens in from the
Atlantic below the steep, heavily wooded shore. The Park com-
prises several hundred acres in an almost natural state, but with
pature’s primeval ruggedness judiciously softened and refined.
The Halifax Public Garden, too, has been for years a spot of
unusual beauty, in artistic arrangement and marvellous wealth
of shrubbery and floral bloom easily rivalling the finest public
gardens of the old or the new world.?

These were some of the attractive physical features of the
Halifax of the nineteenth century, as they are of the Halifax of
to-day,—who, i1t will be asked, were the people who actually
created and gave character to the finished town? The negative
answer to that question is that they were not, save in a few
cases, the original British settlers that came with Colonel Corn-
wallis in 1749.¢ To no small extent they were native-born Bos-
tonians, or other New Englanders, who almost immediately after
Halifax was founded, drawn thither through previous knowl-
edge of the provinee, or by the fresh fame of the Cornwallis en-
terprise, brought their families here, and in official positions, or
in trade,” or both, soon rose to influence, and in some cases to a

5. The able director of the Halifax Public Garden for many years has been
Mr. Powers. One often wishes that the Boston Public Garden could have had
the benefit of his artistic skill.

. The character of many of the settlers of Halifax Governor Cornwallis

brought with him from England was not by any means pleasing to this eminent
leader in the British colonization of Nova Scotia. On the 24th of July, 1749, he
writes the Lords of Trade that the number of men among the colonists fitted to
carry on the settlement creditably is very small. Some were “idle and worthless
persons who had embraced the opportunity to get provisions for a year without
labour, or sailors who only wanted a passage to New England” and had embraced
tge opportunity afforded by the expedition to obtain passage free to American
shores. .
7. Almost immediately after his arrival at Halifax, though the precise date
we do not know, Governor Cornwallis entered into an agreement with Messrs.
Charles Apthorp and Thomas Hancock, influential merchants of Boston, to fur-
nish the new colony with supplies, and this contract evidently lasted for years.
At some early period, Messrs. De Lancey and Watts, of New York seem to have
shared in furnishing Halifax with supplies.
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much wider prosperity than had found opportunity to gain in
their native provinces. The great migration of Bostonians to
Halifax, as we have seen in an earlier chapter of this history,
came when Boston was evacuated by the British in March, 1776,
but from 1749 to that period probably not a year had passed in
which some native of Massachusetts, usually of Boston, had not
transferred himself, and his family if he had one, permanently
to the new Nova Scotia capital. Among very early influential
families in Halifax, it is true, were such families of immediately
British origin as Best, Bulkeley, Collier, Nesbitt, Piers, Pyke,
Wenman, ete., but from Massachusetts, chiefly from Boston, much
before the Revolution came the Belchers, Binneys, Blagdons
(‘“‘Blackden’’), Clevelands, Fairbankses, Fillises, (Gorhams,
Grays, Greens, Howes, Lawlors, Monks, Morrises, Newtons,
Prescotts, Salters, Sandersons, Shaws, Tidmarshes, and others,
almost all which families had been people of excellent standing
among the New England commercial gentry to which they be-
longed. At, or following in the wake of, the Revolution came
another for the most part highly connected group of permanent
settlers from New England, families named Blowers, Brinley,
Brown, Byfield, Byles, Clarke, De Blois, Gay, Greenwood,
Halliburton, Hart, Howe, Lawson, Minns, Nutting, Robie, Saw-
yer, Snelling, Stayner, Wentworth, Winslow, and Wylde; while
in the same movement came from New York the Inglis family,
and the Lynch, Pryor, Thorne, Tremaine, and Wilkins families;
from New Jersey the Boggs, Cunard, and Odell families; from
Maryland the Stewarts; from Virginia the Wallaces; and from
Georgia, through the island of Jamaica, the Johnstons. A large
number of Halifax families of note in the nineteenth century
did not trace to the United States, but came independently and
singly at intervals, before the end of the eighteenth century or in
the early part of the nineteenth, directly, or in some few instances
through other British colonies, from Great Britain or Ireland.
Such were the Allans, Allisons, Andersons, Archibalds, Beck-
withs, Blacks, Bowies, Bremners, Breyntons, Brymers, Bullocks,
Butlers, Campbells, Cochrans, Crawleys, Creightons, Crichtons,
Cunninghams, Dalys, Donaldsons, Doulls, Duffuses, Fancklins,
Francklyns, Frasers, Georges, Grahams, Grassies, a second
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family of Grays, the founder of the Hare family, the Henrys,
two families of Hills, the Hostermans, Kennys, Macleans, Mec-
Donalds, MeNabs, Mitchells, Morrows, Murdochs, Oxleys, Park-
ers, Richardsons, Richeys, Ritchies, Slayters, Stairses, Sterlings,
Thomsons, Tobins, Twinings, Uniackes, Woodgates, and Youngs,
some of whom, however, like the Archibalds, Macleans, and Ritch-
les had settled first in other counties of the province. Of import-
ant American names that came into Halifax through the migra-
tion from New England to other parts of Nova Scotia in 1760,
we have Albro, Chipman, Cogswell, Collins, De Wolfe, Harring-
ton, Hunt, Longley, Starr, Troop, Whidden, and Wier. The
Almon family, always of high social standing in Halifax, was
founded here by Dr. James William Almon, a physician, born
probably in Newport, Rhode Island, though on his father’s side
of Italian origin, who married after the Revolution the eldest
daughter of the noted Tory clergyman, who fled here from Bos-
ton, the younger Dr. Mather Byles.

The character of the social life of Halifax throughout the
town’s whole history, has depended of course very largely on the
town’s commercial prosperity, and for a small, remotely situ-
ated eastern American town the prosperity of Halifax for many
decades was rather unusually great. Along the water front of
the city stand many staunch granite warehouses, where before
the days of steamships not a few considerable fortunes were
made in the United-States or the British-West-Indian trade.
In Halifax, as is well known, the Cunards early established a
business that laid the foundation of their world-renowned en-
terprise, the great steamship line that bears their name.® In

8. Mr. Frederick P. Fairbanks, a native Haligonian, from whom this chapter
will hereafter quote liberally, writes:

“In 1838 Samue!l Cunard was a prominent merchant in Halifax and agent for
the East India Company. In response to certain circulars sent out by the British
government he went to England and became associated with George Burns and
David Maclver; and together they raised money and started the Cunard Service.
Then they made a contract with the government to carry the mails for seven
years between Liverpool and Boston, and Halifax and Boston; and they got a
subsidy of $80,000 per annum for this service. They were to employ four steamers ;
these were at first the Britannia, Acadia, Calendonia, and Columbia. The Britannia
sailed from Liverpool on Friday, July fourth, 1840 and inaugurated the serivce. The
facts connected with this service are very interesting; the above ships were fol-
lowed by the Hibernia, Cambria, America, Niagara, Europa, Asia, Arabia, Persia,
and Scotia. These ended the paddle wheelers. The Britannia took 14 days and
eight hours to cross.
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1825 a group of merchants of local note, of whom Samuel
Cunard (afterward Sir Samuel Cunard, Bart.) was one, found-
ed here the first joint-stock banking house in the provinece, and
one of the founders of this bank, the Honorable Enos Collins, of
a Cape Cod, Massachusetts, family, son-in-law of Sir Brenton
Halliburton, finally died in the town worth six and a half millions
of dollars, a very great fortune for the days in which it was
acquired.® Nor did the town’s commercial prosperity cease
when sailing ships gave place to steamships on the busy seas,
after that period, as is true of it to-day, Halifax became a chief
distributing port for almost the whole of British America.
Given a certain amount of commercial prosperity, the over-
shadowing and largely controlling influence in the social life of
Halifax in the nineteenth century was undoubtedly exerted by
the presence of the army and navy. But even this influence,
strong, and foreign to practical American social ideals, as it was,
could not change the fact that fundamentally Halifax was, as it
had been from the beginning, essentially an American town. Up
to the Revolution, Boston had been virtually an English
provincial community, but with an independence of spirit and
a power of creating fresh ideals that belonged strictly to the
new world rather than the old. From the start, Halifax drew
much of its best life directly from Boston; its earliest trade was
with the Massachusetts capital, and the frames of its first public
buildings came from there, from Boston shops the necessary
household stores of its people were replenished, and almost im-
mediately after its founding, as we have seen, Boston people of

“In my younger days the arrival of what was then generally designated ‘the
English steamer’ was a matter of public importance. All vessels were signalled
from the citadel. The first signal was by balls signifying a large or small steamer,
then would come the Cunard private signal showing that it was coming to the
Cunard firm, then the distinctive flag denoting the ‘English Mail’; so the people
would breathe sighs of relief. This experience would be repeated every fort-
night right along through the year.”

9. The other founders of the bank besides Cunard and Collins were John
Clarke, Joseph Allison, William Pryor, James Tobin, Henry Hezekiah Cogswell,
and Martin Gay Black. (FEaton’s “History of King’s County, Nova Scotia, p.
481). Sir Samuel Cunard died worth five millions of dollars, Mr. William Mur-
doch worth over a million and a half, and Mr. Charles Murdoch worth a mil-
lion. Many persons in Halifax in the 1gth century accumulated from seven or
eight hundred thousand down to a hundred and fifty thousand dollars. Chief Justice
Sampson Salter Blowers (a Boston born man) died worth four hundred thousand,
and Chief Justice Sir William Young worth three hundred and fifty thousand.
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influence poured into the town. When a judiciary needed to be
established for the province, as of course was quickly the case,
an able Boston born lawyer of eminent family, Mr. Jonathan
Belcher, was called to be the chief justice, and in the determined
movement of the Halifax people soon after for representative
government, Mr. Belcher, in opposition to the governor, as be-
came a man reared in a provinece where representative institu-
tions largely prevailed, was the chief mover. When the first
Assembly was actually ereated, an overwhelming number of the
members elected were, like Mr. Belcher, Boston born men.!?

In structure and general tone, Boston before the Revolution
was much more aristocratic than it was after the struggle. And
it is a great question whether with the passing of the town’s
control into the hands of men steeped in the democratic spirit,
Boston did not suffer forever the loss of some of her very finest
ideals. In Halifax there was no Revolution, and here we may
cay emphatically, the best social ideals and most hospitable
customs of pre-Revolutionary Boston, for many decades after
the Revolution continued to prevail. It is quite true that the
general intellectuality, that increased rather than diminished
in Boston after the Revolution, was always sadly lacking in
Halifax, and that the people, divorced from libraries and having
little to stimulate them to think world-problems out, absorbed
themselves largely in business and pleasureand petty politics,and
that in religion, when they felt the power of religion, they accept-
ed without question common traditional orthodox views. For a
long time, both before and after the Revolution, we know, strict
moralists deplored the frivolity of Halifax, and censured in
seathing terms the low moral standards of its smart social life.

Of the controlling power of the army and navy in Halifax, no
visitor to the town in the whole of the nineteenth century could
fail to be aware. About the time of the Crimean war, probably

10. The strength of the New England element in Halifax in 1758, is shown
by the fact that probably no less than twelve of the nineteen members elected in that
year to the first House of Assembly were from either Massachusetts or Con-
necticut. These were: Jonathan Binney, Robert Campbell, Joseph Fairbanks,
Henry Ferguson, John Fillis, William Foye, Joseph Gerrish, Philip Hammond,
Henry Newton, William Pantree, Joseph Rundle (probably Randall), and Robert
Sanderson. The last of these, Sanderson, was elected Speaker. Irom the first

appointment of members to the Council, Boston men figured largely in that body
also.
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very soon after the fall of Sebastopol, when Nova Scotia, al-
ways, to the present moment, staunchly loyal to England, was
more than usually aglow with military ardor, Frederic Cozzens
of New York, visiting Halifax, wrote of the town: ‘‘Every-
thing here is suggestive of impending hostilities, war in bur-
nished trappings meets you at the street corners, and the air
vibrates from time to time with bugles, fifes, and drums.”” ‘‘But
0,”’ he adds, ‘““what a slow place it is. Kven two Crimean regi-
ments, with medals and decorations, could not wake it up.’’!
Though Cozzens speaks strongly in praise of the hospitality
of Halifax, the morals of the place, so far as we remember,
he does not criticize. It is a matter of common knowledge, how-
ever, that popular British military and naval stations, for ob-
vious reasons, are universally places where superficial love of
pleasure and often easy virtue in social relations, among the
commoner classes at least, are apt to prevail. Of the com-
parative slowness of Halifax in anything besides pleasure, Judge
Thomas Chandler Haliburton, a quarter of a century earlier
than Cozzens, had made his Yankee ‘‘Clockmaker’’ in answer
to the question ‘“What do you think of the present state and
future prospects of Halifax?’’ Say: ¢‘If you will tell me when
the folks there will wake up, then I can answer you; but they
are fast asleep.’’12

The only important connected study of Halifax social life in
the first half century of the town’s history that to our knowledge

11. Frederic Swartout Cozzens, “Acadia, or a Month with the Bluenoses.”
New York, Derby and Jackson, 1859. “That the Haligonians are a kind and good
people, abundant in hospitality,” Cozzens says, “let me attest. One can scarcely
visit a city occupied by those whose grandsires would have hung your rebel
grandsires (if they had caught them) without some misgivings. But I found
the old Tory blood of three Halifax generations yet warm and vital, happy to
accept again a rebellious kinsman, in spite of Sam Slick and the Revolution.”
(Cozzens does not remember that some of the Massachusetts patriots would
have hanged the Tories with right good will; it is not at all clear that the reverse
was the case).

12. “The Clockmaker: Sayings and Doings of Samuel Slick of Slickville,”
first printed as a series of sketches in the Nowa Scotian newspaper in 1835, soon
afterward published in book form. Judge Haliburton, whose books are many,
was of New England descent, but was born at Windsor, Nova Scotia. His fam-
ily in Nova Scotia belong to the New England migration to that province in
1760. A United States author who has mentioned the external features of Hal-
ifax is Charles Dudley Warner, in his “Baddeck and That Sort of Thing.” This
book “a narrative of a journey to New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Cape Breton,”
was published in Boston by James R. Osgood and Co. in 1874.
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has come into print was made about 1860 by the Rev. Dr.
George William Hill, then and for long after, Rector of St.
Paul’s Church in Halifax, in his memoir of Sir Brenton Halli-
burton, Kt., the seventh chief justice of Nova Scotia.’* After
describing the public buildings and the external features in gen-
eral of Halifax, and giving some important facts of the town’s

13. Sir Brenton Halliburton (who was knighted when he was very old) was
born in Newport, Rhode Island, and came to Halifax with his parents at the
Revolution. His father, John Halliburton, was born in Scotland, but married in
Newport Susannah Brenton, whose brother (Judge) James Brenton settled early
in Halifax, as did also did her sister Mary, wife of Hon. Joseph Gerrish. The
importance of Hon. Jahleel Brenton and his family in Newport has often been
mentioned in print. Mr. George Champlin Mason in his “Reminiscences of New-
port (1884)"” says: “Jahleel Brenton was fond of society and kept an open house,
both at the homestead [on Thames Street], and at Hammersmith [near Fort
Adams], where he was always prepared to entertain a large number of guests.
He was public-spirited, gave the clock that hangs in Trinity Church steeple, was
one of the original members of the Artillery Company, and one of the committee
to build the State House. But however well off in landed property, he was at
times crowded for ready money, and when he died, in 1767, his estate was en-
cumbered” (p. 369).

Of Dr. Halliburton, Mr. Brenton’s son-in-law, Mr. Mason writes: “At the
foot of the Parade, where there is now a modern brick building, there stood until
within a few years a large gambrel-roof house that dated far back in the last
century. When the ground on which it stood was wanted for other purposes it
was removed to Bridge Street, where it still does service for shops and tenements.
On its old site it was occupied in succession by a number of physicians, all of
whom doubtless found it a good location. The first was Dr. Thomas Rodman,
who came from Barbadoes in 1680, and here resided up to the time of his death in
1827. His son Thomas, also a physician, was his successor. After him came Dr.
William Hunter, a Scotch physician, who was eminent in his day, and whose
worth has been frequently dwelt upon. Dr. John Halliburton was the next phy-
sician to occupy the house. He was residing here when the war broke out, took
sides with the Crown, and in 1781 was suspected of keeping up a secret commun-
ication with the enemy. So strong was the evidence against him that he left
hastily in a boat and made his way to New York early in 1782; for in one of his
letters now before me, dated New York, March 17, 1782, he speaks of his sudden
departure and expresses regret at having to leave one of his very sick patients,
Mr. William Tweedy. In this letter he urges his friends in Newport to see that
his wife and children were sent to him by the first flag. When his family joined
him, he removed to Nova Scotia and settled there; but for a time at least his
position in his new home was not a comfortable one, for in a letter dated at Hal-
ifax, September 8, 1782, he writes: ‘A few casual acts of civility I have now and
then experienced, but that sincere and generous hospitality that was formerly
practised in Rhode Island is seldom to be met with in any country. . . . There
are a few agreeable and courteous people here, from whom we have received
some civilities, but whether for want of a proper knowledge of us, or from what-
ever cause, they want that cordial and generous confidence, that smiling ease
and cheerful communication which alone make civilities palatable’ In time this
feeling was changed; there was a better understanding between the doctor and
the people of Halifax, who had learned to know and esteem him highly. He
died in 1807. Mrs. Halliburton, who was a daughter of Jahleel Brenton, died
in 1818. Their son Brenton Halliburton, chief justice of the province, was hon-
ored with Knighthood.” (pp. 28, 29).

- Rev. Dr. George Hill’s “Memoir of Sir Brenton Halliburton” (207 pp.) was
printed in Halifax by James Bowes and Sons in 1864. It may be found in Boston
libraries.
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history, Dr. Hill says: ‘‘The private dwellings were usually
small, covering a very limited area, and seldom more than one
story in height, finished above with an attic. Although the town
was laid out in squares, each containing sixteen lots, of forty
feet in width and sixty feet in depth, each individual obtained,
if he could, except in the central part, more lots than one. Thus
the residences of many were quite detached, and ample scope
afforded for gardens, which were assiduously cultivated by the
proprietors. . . . Not a few planted trees before their
doors, under the shade of which the dairy cow loved to ruminate
during the hot days of summer, and to lie down at night, to the
inconvenience and danger of the pedestrian.

““The furniture in the dwellings of those who possessed means
was of a far more substantial character than that now used by
persons of the same class, and was considerably more expensive.

It was usually made of a mahogany wood, of a rich,
dark color; the dining-room table was plain, but massive, sup-
ported by heavy legs, often ornamented with the carved re-
semblance of a lion’s claw; the side-board was high, rather nar-
row and inelegant; the secretary, or covered writing desk, was
bound with numberless brass plates at the edges, corners, and
cides; the cellaret, standing in the corner, which held the wines
and liquors brought up from the cellar for the day’s consump-
tion, was also bound elaborately with plates of burnished brass;
the chairs, cumbrous, straight-backed, with their cushions cov-
ered with black horse-hair cloth, were as uncomfortable as they
were heavy; the sofa, though not common, was unadorned but
roomy; the great arm-chair deserved its title, for it was wide
enough and deep enough to contain not only the master of the
household, but, if he pleased, several of his children beside.
These for the most part comprised the furniture of the dining-
rooms of the upper classes. That contained in the bed-room
was built of the same wood, and of a corresponding style. The
bedsteads were those still known as four-posted, invariably cur-
tained, and with a canopy overhead. . . . The chests of
drawers and the ladies’ wardrobes were covered with the ubiqui-
tous brazen plates, and being kept bright, gave the room an air
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of comfort and cleanliness. In almost every hall stood a clock,
encased by a frame of great size.

“The kitchen department in those early times was of the
greatest importance. The day’s labor began at early morning
with the often unsuccessful attempt to produce fire from flint
and steel; baking and brewing, as well as ordinary cooking, were
for the most part attended to at home, and all was done for
many years at the open hearth, on which hard wood was burned
for fuel.

“It was the habit to dine at an early hour, and take supper
between eight and nine o’clock. The fashionable dinner hour
was three o’clock, and on some state occasions it was made as
late as four.'* As a consequence of this custom, business ceased
to be transacted, at least by the public offices, soon after mid-
day. It was too late to return when the somewhat lengthened
meal was over. In the ordinary course, a custom prevailed of
walking on a fine day, after dinner, sometimes towards the
Point, sometimes to the North, and in less favorable weather to
the Market, for a promenade beneath the balecony. On return-
ing home, those whose resources in themselves were small, usu-
ally played cards until supper was laid; while among the more
intellectual it was the admirable custom that the gentlemen
should read aloud while the ladies worked at embroidery. The
standard English authors were their text books on these oec-
casions; they had but few, but these were the works of the ablest
historians and the more distinguished poets. Few are aware
how well informed, in spite of many disadvantages, were the
upper classes of society in those early times. . . . The full
and accurate acquaintance of many ladies with History, ancient
and modern, with Milton and Shakespeare, with Pope and Dry-
den, and with others of equal fame, may yet be traced through
a few of their danghters who survive—themselves old ladies
now—to adorn their native land. Many of them learned the
French language, and both wrote and spoke it fluently.”’

Later in his deseription Dr. Hill says: ‘‘It is quite indicative
of the general ease and lack of urgent business in the community

14. Speaking of food, Dr. Hill tells us that porcupines were much used as
game.
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that even as late as 1796, . . . there were no less than
twenty-four holidays, during which the public offices were clos-
ed.”” Levees at Government House, he adds, were very fre-
quent, on which occasions the streets leading to the executive
mansion were filled with gentlemen in powdered hair, and silk
stockings, and with silver-hilted swords.

Full dress for the women of the period was commonly a stiff
brocaded silk or heavy satin gown, with a long prim waist, from
which the ample hooped skirt spread off like a balloon, the
sleeves being tight to the arm. Over the neck and bosem a lace
handkerchief was likely to be spread, fastened by a heavy
jewelled pin. For church a richly wrought apron, and spangled
white kid shoes, with peaked toes and high heels were worn. The
hair, dressed with pomatum, was drawn over a cushion perhaps
twelve inches in height and sprinkled thickly with powder, a
white rosebud or other natural flower crowning this extraor-
dinary dome. In these days there were few hair dressers in
Halifax, so people were obliged to begin very early in the day
to prepare for afternoon or evening entertainments, and very
clever must the fashionable hair-dresser have been who man-
aged to keep all his patrons in good humour as he went his slow
rounds from house to house. Full dress for men consisted of
knee-breeches, silk stockingé, shoes with silver buckles, a white
neckerchief of great thickness, a straight-collared coat with
large buttons, a brilliantly coloured waistcoat, and the silver-
hilted sword or rapier we have spoken of.

Many of the large dinners of early Halifax were given at a
three-story wooden hotel at the corner of Duke and Water
streets, known as the ‘‘Great Pontac,”” a house built before 1757.
For dinners the cooks of the war-ships were often called into
requisition, and when naval officers themselves were the hosts
the dishes would be brought up to the windows of the hotel by
ships’ stewards, rowed by sailors in spotless white, and handed
in for the several courses. In 1757, before the second taking of
Louisburg, Generals Wolfe and Amherst were entertained at
the Great Pontac, and for many years thereafter few distin-
guished men visited Halifax who did not find accommodation
within its hospitable walls.
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About 1790 there was but one closed carriage in Halifax, and
the owner of this vehicle was so gallant that on the evening of
grand balls he was accustomed to send his servant round for
many of the ladies of the smart set, in turn. For a long time
sedan chairs were commonly used in the town. An advertise-
ment in a newspaper in 1794 announces that sedan chairs may
be ordered in Barrington Street at one shilling, one and three-
pence, and sixpence a ride. For church on Sundays the price
was an eighth of a dolar; to Dutechtown, near the Arm, the price
was a shilling.1®

In a former chapter we have described in some detail the re-
markable accession to the population of Halifax that came with
the exodus from Boston in 1775 and 1776 of almost the whole of
that town’s acknowledged aristocracy. As the Revolutionary
gpirit in Massachusetts grew, the position of those who felt com-
pelled to take strongly the British side became more and more
intolerable, and as early as the spring of 1775, singly or in
small groups, Boston and Salem families of importance began
to seek shelter in the Nova Scotia capital. When the formal
withdrawal from Boston of General Howe’s troops was posi-
tively determined on, the British sympathizers who had always
lived in the town, and those who from other places had recently
sought refuge there, also hastily prepared to leave, and on the
seventeenth of March, 1776, families and single men to the num-
ber of between nine and eleven hundred persons embarked with

15. As we have shown in the first chapter of this history, a considerable
number of Germans came to Halifax in the wake of the Cornwallis English
settlers. Many of these removed to Lunenburg, but a considerable group remain-
ed in the north end of Halifax. Among these Germans some picturesque social
customs prevailed. At their weddings the bridal party walked to church in pro-
cession, led by the bride and groom elect, the women dressed in white with white
caps and ribbons, the men wearing white trousers and round blue jackets. At
the conclusion of the ceremony all went to a tavern, and partook of refreshments,
after which they went home for two or three days’ feasting and dancing. For
one German wedding, in Halifax, the good things provided, included several
sheep, eighteen geese, soups, hams, puddings, pies, cakes, and wines in abundance.
The best fiddler that could be found was secured and the people danced all night
and perhaps all the next day. It is said that the host and hostess generally in-
sisted on the guests staying until all the food was eaten up. One quaint custom
observed at these weddings was for some guest at the wedding supper, on the
first day of feasting, to ask the bride to take off one of her shoes, which he then
passed round to each of the party for a coin as a gift to the lady. Usually guests
gave a dollar apiece, and sometimes the shoe was sold at auction to the highest
bidder, who returned it to the bride, together with the purchase money.
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the fleet. The arrival in Halifax of this bruised and heart-sick
multitude, the straits to which they were put to find even tem-
porary comfortable lodgment on shore, the departure of many
of them in a few weeks for England, and of some of them later
with the fleet for New York, their reinforcement before long by
others of their sort from the middle and southern colonies, the
introduction of many of those who settled permanently in the
town into the highest public positions, and the natural jealousy
felt towards such by the older inhabitants—these are incidents
in the progress of the history of Halifax that we have already
tried to describe. The establishment of an Episcopate in Nova
Scotia, and the consequent founding there of a college in which
Anglican principles should be taught, were two of the results of
the coming of the Loyalists, and the appointment in 1787 of
Rev. Dr. Charles Inglis as bishop, and in 1792 of Mr. John
Wentworth as governor, tended soon to make these later comers
to Nova Scotia well nigh supreme in the councils of church and
state.

What gave especial brilliancy to the social life of Halifax in
the last decade of the eighteenth century was the presence there
for part of this time of His Royal Highness Prince Edward,
Duke of Kent, later Queen Victoria’s father, who was then in
chief command of the King’s forces in British North America.
To this residence of Prince Edward in Halifax we shall devote
- an independent chapter as this history goes on. Giving, as it
did, a great and lasting stimulus to the loyalty of Nova Scotians
to the British Crown, it likewise tended strongly to stimulate
gayety in Halifax, and the accounts of social entertainments,
in the town while it continued are highly interesting to read.
‘John Wentworth was governor from 1792 until 1808, and for
much of that period of sixteen years he made Government House
the scene of great festivity. Early in 1795 he was created a
baronet, and after that notable event in his career, as before,
he, and his wife Lady Frances, a woman of unusual charm and
accomplishment, devoted themselves with energy to making
Halifax social life as hospitable and gay as they could. ‘‘There
have dined at Government House between 12 December, 1794,
and 29 October, 1795,’’ writes young Nathaniel Thomas, a cousin
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of Lady Wentworth (son of Nathaniel Ray Thomas, the well
known Massachusetts Loyalist, who spent the rest of his life
after 1776, and died, in Windsor, Nova Secotia), ‘‘two thousand,
four hundred and thirty-seven persons.”” On the evening of
Thursday, December twentieth, 1792, says a newspaper of the
day, ‘‘the Lieutenant-Governor and Mrs. Wentworth gave a ball
and supper to the ladies and gentlemen of the town and the
officers of the army and navy, which was altogether the most
brilliant and sumptuous entertainment ever given in this coun-
try.”” Describing in detail the features of the entertainment,
the newspaper pays a highly enthusiastic tribute to the ‘‘ele-
gance and superiority of manners’’ of Mrs. Wentworth, and the
“‘hospitality, perfect good breeding, and infinite liberality, which
so distingunish the character of our beloved and adored gov-
ernor.”” On this magnificent occasion, says the article, ‘‘every-
thing tended to promote one sympathizing joy, and never was
there a night passed with more perfect harmony and luxurious
festivity.”’

From year to year, as the history of Halifax in the time of
the Wentworths goes on, we read of social events that surprise
us with their luxury and brilliancy, for the town was then, we re-
member, less than fifty years old. The visits of royal person-
ages were always the signal for elaborate functions and great
display. On the fourth of October, 1786, Prince William Henry,
afterwards King William the Fourth, arrived in H. M. ship
Pegasus, and his visit was twice afterward repeated in 1787,
Magnificent, indeed, were the doings on these occasions, the
presence of a son of the Sovereign making the people almost
wild with joy. Notable also were the celebrations of the birth-
days of royalties, especially of that of King George’s rather
staid and exceedingly proper queen. On the eighteenth of Janu-
ary Queen Charlotte was born, and every year as the day came
round, Halifax echoed with the thunders of cannon, while levees
and balls, with brilliant illuminations of the houses, enlivened
the cold and somewhat dreary town. In 1794, the birthday of
Prince Edward, the exact date of which was November second,
came on Sunday, and the popular customs precluded any gayety
on that sacred day. Accordingly there was only a salute from
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the citadel and a quiet levee at Government House. Monday
night, however, there was a magnificent ball and supper at the
Governor’s, for which three hundred invitations were issued.
On Tuesday night the town was illuminated, and over the gate
of Government House appeared a crown and the initials P. E.,
‘“enclosed by a blaze of lights.”” On the twelfth of August, 1796,
the Prince of Wales’s birthday was celebrated, with parades,
salutes, and all the military pomp possible. A banquet at Gov-
ernment House, ‘‘at whiech Prince Edward, the army and navy
officers, and chief gentlemen of the town were guests of Sir
John Wentworth, concluded the festival.”’

On Tuesday, the thirteenth of September, 1796, Lady Went-
worth gave a ball and supper at Government House to Captain
Beresford, of one of his Majesty’s war ships, who had ‘‘success-
fully beaten off a superior French ship, supposed to be a vessel
of the line.”” ‘‘Most of the ladies and gentlemen of the town,”’
Murdoch says, ‘‘were invited, and the officers of the army and
navy. As a compliment to the captain, all the ladies wore navy
blue cockades, and many had on bandeaur and ornaments of
blue, on which his name was inseribed in gold letters. Splendor
and taste were predominant, and gayety reigned supreme.
The merry dance was not deserted till the small hours of the
morning came on.”’

Nor did the loyal celebrations of Haligonians lose any of their
fervor after the nineteenth century opened. On Friday, April
seventh, 1820, George the Fourth, who had been nine years
regent, was proclaimed King at Halifax. ‘At half past ten,
A. M., the governor went in state to the council chamber. The
members of His Majesty’s council, the speaker and several mem-
bers of the assembly then residing or remaining in town, the
justices of the peace in Halifax, grand jurors, and many of the
inhabitants, and the officers of the army and navy, had pre-
viously assembled there. The governor having taken his chair,
the provincial secretary read the official despatches notifying
the demise of the late king and the accession of his eldest son and
heir. A proclamation of the new king’s reign was signed by the
governor, councillors, and other chief persons present. His
Excellency having appointed David Shaw Clarke, Esquire, to
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be herald at arms, that gentleman read the proclamation aloud
in a distinet and clear voice. At this time the Royal standard
was hoisted upon citadel hill. The herald proceeded from the
council chamber in a carriage, accompanied by the sheriff, to
the front of the Province House, to the market square, to the
door of St. Paul’s Church, and to the new parade on Brunswick
Street, near the North Barracks, escorted by troops and at-
tended by the populace, and at every place repeated the procla-
mation. At the North Parade the garrison were drawn up under
arms, and a salute of twenty-one guns fired from six field
pieces. The procession then returned to the Province House,
and the proclamation was again read in the Supreme Court
room, now the Legislative Library. At one P. M. the Royal
standard was lowered to half mast, and minute guns were fired
from the fort on George’s Island, which was continued the re-
mainder of the day, in memorial of the deceased sovereign. On
Sunday, sermons suited to the occasion were delivered in the
different places of public worship.”’

In 1830 was published by Henry Colburn and Richard Bent-
ley, in New Burlington Street, London, an interesting volume,
called ¢‘Letters from Nova Scotia, Comprising Sketches of a
Young Country,’’ by Captain William Moorsom, of the Fifty-sec-
ond Light Infantry, which was written in Halifax in 1829, while
the author was officially engaged ‘‘in various tours undertaken
for the purpose of gaining some military information relating to
the province.”’*® In describing Halifax the author says: ‘‘The
garrison forms about one-eighth of the population, and of course
materially influences the tone of society. A young officer in
whose head conceit has not previously effected a lodgment stands
every chance of undergoing a regular investment, siege, and
assault from this insidious enemy on joining his corps in Hali-
fax. He finds himself raised at once to a level above that ac-
corded to the scarlet cloth at home—his society generally sought,
frequently courted, and himself esteemed as a personage whose
opinions are regarded with no little degree of attention.
It is not the fault of the inhabitants if Halifax be not a
pleasant quarter for a stranger, and particularly for a military

16. The book has nineteen chapters. It also may be found in Boston libraries.
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stranger. Hospitality, unbounded in comparison with that
which such a person will experience in England, is offered to
his acceptance. . . . The general tone of intercourse 1is
somewhat analogous to that we meet with in Ireland; it is in fact
such as naturally prevails where the circle is not very extended,
where the individual members have been long acquainted, and
where military have long been stationed with few internal
changes. . . . There are no regular public assemblies in
Halifax. A theatre, conducted by amateurs, is opened five
or six times during the season, but a dearth of female perfor-
mers renders it not particularly attractive. Quadrille cards have
lately been issued every fortnight by one of the regiments in
garrison, and have been received in the light they were intended,
as an earnest of social harmony and amusement. Picnic parties
in summer and sleighing excursions in winter complete the scale
of divertissemens. . . . Whenever a fine day and a well-
formed road combine their attractions, from a dozen to twenty
of the members of the sleigh club may be seen with tandem, pair,
four-in-hand, or postillions a ! Anglaise, first making the tour
of the streets, to the open-mouthed admiration of all the little
truant ragamuffins, and the dashing out of town along the fine
‘Bason road’ to partake of a dejeuner a la fourchette at some
country inn a few miles off. Each preux chevalier is accom-
panied by the lady of his choice, while some in double sleighs
are so unconscionable as to monopolize three or four. The only
sine qua non of propriety seems to be that the signorine shall
be matronized by some one. Strange as it may appear, while
hosts of the unqualified are ready to the moment, matronly
volunteers are rarely to be found; and the one who is eventually
pressed into the service usually finds her numerous charge as
perfectly beyond all control, as the necessity for which control
is perfectly trivial.”’

Elsewhere Moorsom says: Were an Englishman ‘‘placed in
the midst of the party at the Governor’s weekly soireé, he would
not conceive himself to be elsewhere than in some KEnglish
provincial town with a large garrison. In fact there cannot
be any town out of Great Britain where this similarity is so
complete as at Halifax.”” ‘‘The winter is here,”’ he continues,
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¢‘as in other places, the season for gaiety similar to that we find
prevalent elsewhere, in the shape of dinner and evening parties,
rational and irrational, festive, sober, and joyous, insipid, dull,
and stupid. How far individual gout, or rather dégout, may
act to give a ‘jaundiced eye’ I know not, but it seems to me the
general tone of these social meetings indicates a stage of luxury
rather than of refinement, of gaiety rather than its com-
bination with that intellectual foundation which renders such
gaiety truly delightful.”’

In 1842 and ’43, an educated Italian named Gallenga, who af-
terward wrote many books under the pseudonym of L. Mariotti,
spent some time in Nova Scotia and saw much of Halifax society.
In a very entertaining book he wrote called ‘‘Episodes of my
Second Life,”’'” he says, evidently with great pleasure in the
recollection: ‘‘Picnics at the Duke of Kent’s Lodge, reunions
at Government House, balls given in turn by the officers of the
garrison at the Assembly rooms or by the naval officers on board
the Admiral’s frigate, were almost daily occurrences—balls with
such a show of beauty as hardly any other town of the same size
and pretension could exhibit, and to the charms of which, I,

17. In 1842, “Luigi Mariotti” came out from England, where he had just
declined the position of private secretary to Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton, to be
professor of modern languages in King's College, at Windsor. Lord Falkland
was then governor of the province, and Dr. John Inglis, bishop of the diocese, and
Mariotti gives very graphic pictures of these dignitaries and of the other chief per-
sonages of the Province at that time. The Bishop, he says, was a dapper little man
with a lively face on which the sense of what was due to his prelatic dignity was
perpetually struggling to check the impulse of his bustling activity. There was in him
something of the look and manner of Dean Stanley. The Bishop's wife and “four
thin, and not very young daughters,” he describes as having stateliness enough for
the whole Episcopal bench in the House of Lords. The new professor seems not
to have been the most contented person in the world, and he was very much dis-
appointed in King’s College, his position for one thing proving far more of a
sinecure than he either expected or desired, but he soon set up a modest establish-
ment, bought a horse, engaged a black groom, and embarked on the sea of Windsor
and Halifax society. With Dr. McCawley, the president of the college, and his
wife, he was at once on good terms, and speaking of some of the girls he met at
Windsor, he says that the Miss Haliburtons, the Miss Heads, and the Miss Uni-
ackes “wanted neither prettiness nor animation and showed no invincible objection
to a little flirting.” He does not deign to tell us to whom it was, but he confesses
that he lost his heart in Windsor, and when later he settled in Halifax, and was
a frequent guest at Government House (although the beautiful Lady Falkland was
then “in deep mourning for her brother, the Earl of Munster”), at the officers’
mess, and at assembly balls, and hops on the Admiral’s frigate, he used regularly
on Saturday to saddle his horse and ride forty miles over a rough road to spend
Sunday in the college town with the fair captor of his affections.

An edition of “Episodes of my Second Life,” was published in London by
Chapman and Hall, in 18284. The book may be found at the Boston Public Library.
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though I never danced, could not be blind—the charms of the
acres of dazzling-white bare necks and shoulders of the Arch-
deacon’s strapping daughters, of the bright eyes and elegant
figures of the four Miss Cunards, of the fair complexions and
sweet expression of the four Miss Uniackes, two of them stars
of the first magnitude—all of whom whirled before me as crea-
tures of another orbit, happy in the arms of the red-coated or
blue-jacketed gallants encircling their waists.”’

Tn recollection of his boyhood and young manhood in Halifax,
Mr. Frederick P. Fairbanks,'® a bachelor of arts of King’s Col-
lege, Windsor, much of whose later life has been spent in the
neighborhood of New York City, has written the following pleas-
ant description of the social life, as he remembers it, of his native
town. ‘‘Halifax,”” he says, ‘‘had exceptional advantages for
social recreation. Being the summer headquarters of the
fleet of the British and North American squadron and
being garrisoned by two regiments of infantry, several batteries
of artillery and a corps of engineers, the military and naval ele-
ment were largely in the ascendant, and aided to a considerable
degree in the entertainment of the citizens. This element
broughtwith it as residents the Commander-in-Chief of the forces
in America, and the Admiral of the fleet, with their respective
staffs, and Halifax being the place of residence of the Governor
of the Province, the Judges of the Supreme Court, and all the
executive officers of the government, as well as the Bishop of the
Diocese, naturally furnished excellent material for tea parties
and other social events. The respective regiments and ships of
war offered a lavish hospitality to the townspeople, to which
the latter did not fail to make satisfactory response, and hardly
a week passed that cards were not out for a General’s, Ad-
miral’s, or Governor’s ball, or a dance on board ship, or by in-
vitation of the military officers or some one of the prominent
citizens.

“‘Then to fill in, there was a constant round of driving parties,

18, Mr. Frederick Prescott Fairbanks, Barrister, of Passaic, New Jersey, a
warm friend of the writer, is one of the few Haligonians who have ever taken the
trouble to describe the social life of their native town as it was about the middle of
the nineteenth century. His manuscript is a notable one and we are glad to re-
produce so much of it here.
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vachting, garden, skating parties, or picnies, the participants in
which generally returned to the house of the patron for an im-
provised dance. Military reviews and parades, and sham fights,
too, were very frequent, concerts by the military bands were
given twice a week at the public gardens during the summer,
and all kinds of out door sports were in vogue, which were
largely attended by spectators. For example, it was not un-
common on a fine winter day, when the ice was good on the North
West Arm, to find assembled there on skates the best representa-
tives of all classes of society. High officials of the government,
judges, lawyers, rectors, and curates, and even the dignified
Bishop joined hands with the crowd; colonels, majors, captains,
and middies were all on skates, and naturally the fair sex of the
city were out in force to greet them. When the sun shone
and the ice was smooth, there was good fellowship and enjoy-
ment which could hardly be excelled.

““In all social festivities, the heads of the house of Fairbanks
indulged and encouraged their children to indulge. They ac-
cepted invitations and made bounteous return. For many years
at Briar Cottage they kept open house and entertained freely,
until all the daughters but one were married and that one had
retired from society. Briar Cottage was seldom quiet in the
evening. Both parents and children were fond of company and
liked it best at home. Large and small dances, family dinners,
dinners to politicians, high teas to clerical friends and the peo-
ple of the church, card, charade, round game, and children’s
parties were interspersed with an occasional ball, when every-
body in the Army, Navy, or Citizen force considered properly
entitled to an invitation would get one. A feature of these re-
ceptions was the absence of formality. Our parents made no
pretension to style, the ladies wore no dazzling jewels or costly
attire, and a man’s income was never regarded as the measure
of his eligibility. Everything, however, was comfortable and
pleasing. The girls looked well, the military came in full dress
uniform with plenty of scarlet and blue and gold-lace, so at-
tractive to the feminine fancy, and the young men of the city
were so well looked after that they could not feel otherwise than
at home during the whole of the event.
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““On such occasions the two back parlours were opened for
dancing, the drawing room was reserved for tete-a-tetes and
conversation, and the supper was served in the front sitting
room, where it was laid early in the day, the room not being
opened till midnight or thereabout. During the evening, re-
freshments were served from the pantry or the sideboard in the
dining room. Wine and ale were always provided, and the sup-
per was of a substantial character, generally comprising boned
turkey, chickens, salads, and sweets of various kinds.

““The greater part of the time the daughters had friends visit-
ing them, and as men callers were always welcome in the even-
ings, many improvised dances were often got up. Every night
before retiring we had supper, even when the family were alone,
and a good bottle of ale was considered, both at supper and din-
ner a sine qua non. In these days a guest was never allowed
to depart without partaking of some refreshment-—a very good
custom, and one which our children would do well to observe.

‘“At Christmas there was always a family gathering at Briar
Cottage. On such occasions the little front sitting room was
made to do duty for the children, and the recollection of that
room can never fade from their minds. While the children
were allowed their stockings in bed in the morning, they had
to wait until after breakfast for any further inspection of their
Christmas gifts. Then the family adjourned to the sitting room,
where on a round table (trees were not in vogue with us in those
days) the presents were displayed. This little front sitting room
could tell many a tale, if it had a voice, for it was the room re-
served, as well, for the daughters of the house when they were
2bout to be married. Often at such momentous times the boys
would receive the strict injunction: ‘Don’t come in without
whistling.” ”’

In a later manuscript Mr. Fairbanks writes:

“‘The principal public functions of Halifax were held at Gov-
ernment House, Admiralty House, the Commandant’s residence,
the Provincial Building, and Masonic Hall. The balls on shore
had no distinctive feature, but were like all balls ; it may be noted,
however, that by whomsoever the entertainment was given one
was sure to be treated most lavishly as far as the inner man was
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concerned. The hospitality of Halifax is proverbial, and one’s
host was never lacking in his desire to regale one with the very
best that the market afforded or that the most pronounced epi-
cure could desire.

““The most popular of all the social events that took place in
those days, were, 1 think, the hops on board the ships of war.
This was possibly owing to some extent to the fact that they
possessed certain novel features not met with on shore. The
ships lay out in the stream some distance off the dockyard, and
a constant stream of boats manned by the sailors in holiday
dress, and commanded by midshipmen, moved back and forth
taking the guests from the dockyard to the ship. Once on bhoard,
the most diffident could not but feel at home; he was free to
dance, smoke, sleep, eat or drink, or amuse himself by doing
nothing; there was simply no restraint, and abundant opportun-
ity was furnished for having a good time in the way one wished.
There was a beautiful deck in the finest condition for the dance;
there were the ward room and gun room below for those who
desired to indulge in mild dissipation; and there were numerous
nooks all over the vessel to be used as desired. There was most
deferential attendance, there were eatables and drinkables in
profusion ; and you were away from the hum of the city, floating
serenely on the placid waters of the great harbour, with some
of the finest ships of the British navy in close proximity, and
vour surroundings in all ways pleasing. The water of the
harbour was often an intense blue which enhanced the beauty
of the vista from the shore, and there was plenty to look at in
the stream from the deck of the man-of-war.

Of certain popular regiments, Mr. Fairbanks says:

“I remember the arrival of the 62nd and 63rd regiments
which came directly to Halifax after the Crimean war. They
presented a very ragged appearance as they disembarked from
the troop ships and marched to their barracks. The 62nd was
very popular in Halifax and a number of its officers married
Halifax girls. Another very popular regiment was the 78th,
which took part in the relief of Lucknow. It was customary
at that time, and I believe still is, to have concerts by a military
band in the Public Garden (then the ‘Horticultural Garden,’
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once or twice a week). There was a musical composition en-
titled ‘The Relief of Lucknow’ if I remember rightly, which the
78th’s band used sometimes to perform. One part of the band
occupying the stand was supposed to be in the fort, and while
it was playing, another portion of the band was heard
a long distance off in a remote part of the garden playing ‘The
Campbells are Coming.” As soon as this became distinet, the
band on the stand took up the air and the two divisions played
it in unison till the relief party marched into the ‘fort,” when
there was tremendous enthusiasm among the spectators. The
Fourth (King’s Own) was also a very popular regiment in Hali-
fax.

“A feature of the arrival of troops in the city was that the
town crier turned out, ringing his bell and ‘erying down credit’—
that is erying to the effect that all persons were prohibited from
giving credit to the members of her majesty’s —th regiment,
and that the government would not be responsible if they did.
I remember one of the town criers very well, T often heard him
cry ‘Lost; Strayed; or Stolen!’ ete., ete.

‘“An extremely popular social organization in my day,’’ this
writer adds, ‘‘was the Halifax Archery and Croquet Club, a
large and interesting club to which many of the army and navy
men as well as civilians belonged. A portion of the Horticultural
Garden was set apart for its use, and on field days the gathering
was most animated and gay. At that period tennis had not
come into vogue. A few years ago when in Halifax I saw an
aquatic carnival on the Arm. It was said that there were about
a thousand boats on the water. It was one of the prettiest
sights I ever saw. The Governor General of Canada, Earl Grey,
was then on a visit to Halifax, and this and many other interest-
ing social events were arranged in his honour.”’

In another manuseript by a native Nova Scotian we read:
‘“When an old regiment was ordered off the station there was
always sorrow in the drawing rooms and deep regret in the
Halifax Club, while on the part of the private soldiers and their
sweethearts there were presumably many tender farewells in-
dulged in and many bitter tears shed. When the last echoes of
‘The Girl I Left Behind Me,” however, had died on the air, and
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the new regiment, after disembarking from the ships, with flying
colours had marched into the town, a fresh round of acquaint-
anceships, usually equally pleasant with the old, began to be
made, fresh dinners and dances loomed on the near social
bhorizon, and the feminine heart, in high circles and low, was
athrob with the anticipation of new triumphs in the matrimonial
line. 'While imperial troops continued to visit Halifax, the
general ambition of girls in the smart set was to marry officers,
and few families of fashion in the town but succeeded, sooner
or later, in allying themselves with families of greater or less
note in England by marrying their daughters to young officers
of the army or navy. Of these two sets of officers, the latter, on
the whole, had more popularity than the former, for there is
usually a more open confidingness in sailors than in soldiers,
and it used to be felt that naval officers at large had the higher
breeding of the two departments of the British serviee of public
defence.

““The entertainments common in Halifax in the nineteenth
century were tennis, badminton, polo, lobster-spearing, tobog-
ganing, skating, dinners, luncheons, hops, kettledrums, balls,
picnies, and fairs. The balls given by the naval or military
officers were often especially brilliant affairs, the uniforms in
evidence including those of the line regiments, the artillery, the
engineers, and the various war-ships then on the station.”’

In one of his essays, Charles Dudley Warner says of the
dramatic social plantation life of the southern States before
the abolition of slavery: ¢‘‘Already, as we regard it, it assumes
an air of unreality, and vanishes in its strong lights and heavy
shades like a dream of the chivalriec age.”” The old picturesque
eighteenth and nineteenth century life of Halifax has largely
disappeared too. For better or for worse, probably much for
the better industrially, certainly much for the worse in point of
dramatic interest, under the influence of insistent modein prac-
tical demands, it has utterly changed. One of the things that
helped give it and that helps it still retain a certain flavor of
the old England which it loves to copy, and in whose traditions
it has a persistent feeling of somehow having a right to share,
was and is the bestowal of occasional knighthoods on Halifax
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men. For special service to the Empire, Britain has always thus
rewarded her sons, and thus she will probably long continue to
reward them. Of such easily given honours, that very likely
tend to keep dignity in the popular life, and that even in a
thoroughly democratic province such as Nova Scotia now is,
cannot at least do much if any harm, Halifax will always, prob-
ably, as long as Britain remains in name a monarchical country,
receive and welcome from the sovereign a modest share.

APPENDIX

Nova Scotians, many of them Haligonians, who have received titles. Several
of these names appear in the Dictionary of National Biography.

1

Stk Apams Grorce ArcuiBarp, K. C. M. G, June 6, 18385 (C. M. G, 1872, Lieu-
tenant-Governor of Manitoba and the North West Territory, 1870-1873; of
Nova Scotia, 1873-1883).

Sik Epwarp MortiMer Arcuisarp, K. C. M. G., Aug. 26, 1832, British Consul for
some years at New York.

Sir Tumomas Dickson ArcuiarLp, Kt. Bachelor, Feb. 5, 1873, Judge of the Queen’s
Bench, London and Baron of the Exchequer, brother of Sir Edward Mor-
timer Archibald.

GeNERAL JoHN CuArLes Brckwite, C. B, Itarian KnicatHOOD (order of Sts.
Maurice and Lazarus, received from King Charles Albert, of Italy, Dec.
15, 1848. He was born at Halifax, Oct. 2, 1780, a nephew of Sir Brenton
Halliburton, Kt. Bach.

ReAr-ApMIRAL Sik Epwarp Beicmegr, R. N, K. C. B, March 13, 1867 (Kt. Bach,,

- 1843). He was born at Halifax, in 1799, son of Hon. Andrew Belcher,

I M. E. C, and his wife, Marianne Geyer (of Boston), his grandfather being

Chief-Justice Jonathan Belcher, of Nova Scotia, and his great-grandfather
Governor Jonathan Belcher, of Massachusetts and New Jersey.

Sir Freperick WirrLiam Borpen, K. C. M. G,, 1002, born in King’s County, Nova
Scotia, May 14, 1847. He was for some years Minister of Militia in the
Dominion Parliament.

R1. Hon. Sir Rosert Lamrp Borpen, K. C. M. G., 1914, born in King’s County,
Nova Scotia, June 26, 1854. Premier of Canada at the present time.

Sir Joun Georce Bourinor, K. C. M. G, May 21, 1898, born Oct. 24, 1857, died
Oct. 13, 1902. He was Clerk of the Dominion House of Commons, and
a literary man of distinction.

Sir James CocuraN or CocuHrANE, Kt. Bachelor, March 12, 1845. He was born at
Halifax, June 2, 1794, and was Chief-Justice of Gibraltar from 1340 to
1877. He was an uncle of Sir John Inglis, K. C. B. He died at Gibraltar
June 24, 1883.

LieuTeNANT-GENERAL WiLLiam GrorGe CocHrAN or Cocurani, C. B, brother of
Sir James Cochran, was born in Halifax April 19, 1790. He was a dis-
tinguished military man, serving in the Peninsular War.
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Sik SamueL CuNArD, Baroner, March g, 1859, was born in November, 1787. In
1840 he successfully inaugurated ocean travel by establishing the Cunard
Steamship Line. His son Sik Epwarp CunArp, born January 1, 1816, suc-
ceeded to his title April 28, 1865 and died in 18069. Sirk BacHE Epwarp
Cunarp, born May 15, 1851, succeeded as third baronet in 1869.

Sk Maracay Bowes Dary, K. C. M. G., was Governor of Nova Scotia from
180 to 1895, and again from 1895 to 1900.

Sir Joun WiLLiam Dawson, K. C. M. G. September 11, 1834 (C. M, G., 1881),
was an eminent geologist and President of McGill University. He was
born at Pictou, Nova Scotia, Oct. 13, 1820.

Coroner Sik Winriam F. De Lancey, K. C. B, a native of New York (son of
Stephen De Lancey) came with his father to Nova Scotia about 1783. He
entered the army, died at Waterloo, and was buried at Brussels. His father
became Chief-Justice of the Bahamas, and later Governor of Tobago. Sir
William’s daughter, Susan, was the wife of Sir Hudson Lowe, Governor
of St. Helena when Napoleon was captive there.

Sik Sanxrorp FrLeming, K. C. M. G, 1897 (C. M. G, 1877) was born in Scotland,
but was for many years a summer resident of Halifax, where he owned
valuable property. Sir Sanford was long one of Canada’s most useful
public men. He died at Halifax in July, 1915.

Baron Havrisurton, 189%, (Sir ARTHUR LAWRENCE HALIBURTON), youngest son of
Judge Thomas Chandler Haliburton, was C. B., 1880, K. C. B., 1885, and G.
C. B, 1837, and was raised to the peerage in 1808. He died childless and the
peerage is extinct. ILord Haliburton was born at Windsor, Nova Scotia,
Sept. 26, 1832.

Sir Brenton Harvisurton, Kr. BacHrerLor, April 13, 1859, was a son of Hon.
John Halliburton. M. D., and his wife, Susannah Brenton (of Newport,
R. I.). He was Chief-Justice of Nova Scotia from 1833 to 1860, when he
died.

Sir Joun FEarotey Winmor Incris, K. C. B. January 21, 1838, was a son of
Bishop John Inglis and grandson of Bishop Charles Inglis. He was born
November 15, 1814, and was knighted for successfully defending the Pres-
idency of Lucknow in the Crimean War, in 1857. He is popularly known
in Nova Scotia as the “hero of Lucknow.”

Sk Epwarp Kenny, Kr. BacueLor, Nov. 3, 1870, was born in Ireland in 1800,
but was long a resident of Halifax. He was successively President of the
Legislative Council of Nova Scotia, Receiver General of the Province,
President of the Privy Council of Canada, and a member of the Dominion
Senate.

¢

Sir JamMes MoNk, KT. BACHELOR, born in Boston in 1746, removed with his parents
to Halifax early in the history of the town, and by 1774 became Solicitor
General of Nova Scotia. After 1777 he removed to Montreal and there
l':»ecla‘rfne Chief Justice of the Court of King’s Bench. He was knighted late
in life.

Sik WiLniaMm JounstoNE Ritcuie, K1, BacHELor, May 24, 1881, Chief-Justice of
the Dominion of Canada, was born at Halifax Oct. 28, 1813.

Sik Tuomas ANDREW STRANGE, Kr. BAcHELOR, March 14, 1798, was Chief—_]usticé
of Nova Scotia, June 6, 1791, to Sept. 9, 1797. He was afterward Chief-
Justice of Madras, India.
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Sir JouN Sparrow Davip Tromeson, K. C. M. G., Sept. 10, 1888, was Minister of
Justice for the Dominion of Canada and later Premier.

Sik CHARLES James Townsuexp, Kr, BA.CHELOR, was eleventh Chief-Justice of
Nova Scotia, from Nov. 2, 1907 until some time in 1915.

Rr. Hon. Sir Cuarres Tupper, Baroner, 1838 (C. B, 1867, K. C. M. G., 1879, G.
C. M. G, 1886). Sir Charles was the most distinguished statesman Nova
Scotia has produced. Like several others in this list he was of New Eng-
land origin. He died in England, October 30, 1915.

Sir Cuarues Hissert Tupper, K. C. M. G., 1893, son of Sir Charles Tupper, Bart,,

was born August 3, 1855, and became Minister of Justice for the Dominion
of Canada.

REAR-ABMIRAL Sik Provo Wirriam Parry Warnis, G. C. B, May 24, 1873 (K. C.
B., 1860), was born at Halifax, April 12, 1791, and died February, 1892. He
had a distinguished career in the Navy, and was long known as the “Father
of the Fleet.” It was he who conducted the Chesapeake into Halifax in 1813.

Sk Ropert LintoN WEATHERBE, K. BACHELOR, 1906, tenth Chief-Justice of Nova

Scotia, from 1905 to 1907, was born in Prince Edward Island, April 7, 1836,
and died at Halifax in 1915,

Sik Joun WeNTWORTH, BARONET, 1705, was Governor of Nova Scotia from 1792 to
1808. [ie died at Halifax April 8 1820, when his son, Charles Mary suc-
ceeded to the baronetcy. The latter died childless in England, April 10,
1844, when the title became extinct.

Vice-ApMmiraL Sir Georce Aucustus WesteuaL, K. C. B. (?), April 7, 1824. He

was born July 26, 1785, and died January 11, 1875. He was wounded at
the battle of Trafalgar.

Majyor-GENERAL S1R WiLLiam FEnwick WiLLiams, R. A, G. C. B, May 20, 1871 (C.
B, 1852, K. C. B., 1856), was distinguished in the Crimea. He is known as the
“hero of Kars.” He was born at Annapolis Royal, probably in 1799, and died
unmarried in London, England, July 26, 1883

Stk Wirriam Ropsrt WOLSEY Winnierr, R. N, K. C. B,, June 29, 1849, was born
at Annapolis Royal, in 1704.

Sik WriiLiaM Young, KT. Bacurror, 1868 or 1869, was Chief-Justice of Nova
Scotia from 1860 to 1881. He died at Halifax May &, 1387.

[Since this list was compiled, another Haligonian, Dr. Charles Frederick Fraser,
has been knighted for conspicuous public servicee. He was made Kt.
Bachelor, June 3, 1915.

Our list does not include either New Brunswick or Prince Edward Island men
who have received titles].
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Str JoEN WENTWORTH AND THE DUKE oF KENT

By Arraur WextworrE Hamiurox Earon, M. A., D. C. L.

No. 1V

Here Wentworth and his Tory compeers came
‘When fierce rebellion rent the neighboring land,

Foes to the foes of England and her King.
Acadian Ballads.

A woman of fashion and wit and grace,
The Governor’s wife, of Portsmouth town,
From Copley’s canvas still looks down
Beautiful Lady Wentworth’s face.
Acadian Ballads.

N September, 1775, after proroguing the New Hampshire As-

sembly at the Isles of Shoals, Mr. John Wentworth, last roy-

al governor of this New England province, found it neces-

sary to flee in haste from his home in Portsmouth to the shel-
ter of the King’s troops in Boston. Among the notable fam-
ilies of New England before the Revolution not a single one
stands out more conspicuously than the New Hampshire Went-
worths. Descended from the finest English stock they early
planted themselves in America, and here brought into exercise
the high qualities of intelligence, energy, dignity, and courtesy
that by nature, the heritage of generations of high-bred ances-
tors, were theirs. Both Longfellow and Whittier have celebrated
the family in charming verse, Whittier, especially, in his ‘‘ Amy
Wentworth,’’ of whom he says:

(1002)
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‘‘Her home was brave on Jaffrey Street,
With stately stairways worn
By feet of old Colonial knights,
And ladies gently born.

¢¢Still green about its ample porch
The English ivy twines,
Trained back to show in English oak
The herald’s carven signs.

““ And on her from the wainscot old
Ancestral faces frown,—
And this has worn the soldier’s sword,
And that the judge’s gown.”’

The romantic second marriage of Benning Wentworth, first
Royal Governor of New Hampshire as a separate colony,furnish-
ed the subject, also, for Longfellow’s poem, ‘‘Lady Wentworth,”’
the poet’s tale in ‘‘Tales of a Wayside Inn.”’ In this poem Long-
fellow followed closely the account given by Brewster, which
runs thus: ‘“The Governor invited a dinner party, and with many
other guests, in his cocked hat comes the beloved Rev. Arthur
Browne [Rector of Queen’s Chapel, Portsmouth]. The dinner
is served up in a style becoming the Governor’s table, the wine is
of good quality, ete. In due time, as previously arranged, Mar-
tha Hilton, the Governor’s maid servant, a damsel of twenty
summers, appears before the company. The Governor, bleached
by the frosts of sixty winters, rises: ‘Mr. Browne, I wish you to
marry me.’ ‘To whom?’ asked the Rector in wondering surprise.
‘To this lady,’” was the reply. The Rector stood confounded. The
Governor became imperative: ‘As the Governor of New Hamp-
shire I command you to marry me.’ The ceremony was performed
and Martha Hilton became Lady Wentworth.’”*

With a poet’s license, Longfellow has given Martha Hilton
Wentworth a title that was never hers, Lady Frances Went-
worth was the only ‘‘Lady Wentworth’’ this continent has ever
known. Moreover, the Wentworth family history says that Mar-

1. This second marriage of Governor Benning Wentworth took place
March 15, 1760. On the 19th of December, 1770, two months after her elderly
first husband’s death, Martha Wentworth became the wife of a retired English
army officer, Col. Michael Wentworth, one of the English Wentworths, who

settled in New Hampshire and the rest of his life shared the comfortable for-
tune his distant relative, the Governor, had left.
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tha was not servant but young housekeeper to the Governor, she
being only twenty-three while her elderly lord was sixty-four.

John Wentworth’s grandfather, John, was Lieutenant Gover-
nor of New Hampshire before that Colony became separated from
Massachusetts. Among his sons were Governor Benning Went-
worth, born July twenty-fourth, 1696, graduated at Harvard Col-
lege in 1715, who became as we have said the first royal governor
of New Hampshire as an independent colony; Mark Hunking
Wentworth, an eminent merchant in Portsmouth and a represent-
ative to the legislature, whose son was Governor John Wentworth
of Portsmouth and Halifax; and Samuel Wentworth, father of
Governor John’s wife, Lady Frances.

Governor John Wentworth was born at Portsmouth, August
ninth, 1737, graduated at Harvard College, in the class with
President John Adams, in 1755, took his master’s degree in 1758,
and in a short time became, like his father and his uncle Benning,
a leading merchant in Portsmouth. From the standing of his
family in New England and with the administration in England,
and through strong qualities in himself, having already acquired
political influence, when in 1767, on account of age and infirmities
his uncle Benning resigned the governorship, he was at once ap-
pointed in his place; to the governorship being added the office of
Surveyor of the King’s Woods for all North America. On the
11th of November, 1769, at Queen’s Chapel, Portsmouth, the Rev.
Arthur Browne united in marriage Governor John and his first
cousin, Frances, the remarkable fact being that exactly a fort-
night before the lady had become the widow of another first cou-
sin of both her and John, young Theodore Atkinson, to whom she
had been married less than eight years.?

For nine years John Wentworth administered the government
of New Hampshire, entertaining lavishly in his comfortable town
house on Pleasant street, Portsmouth, and his roomy cottage at
Wolfeborough, and until his Tory sympathies showed themselves
was generally liked by the New Hampshire people. At last, how-

2. It is said that on the day he married Frances (Wentworth) Atkinson
to her cousin, John Wentworth, Rev. Arthur Browne fell down some stone
steps and broke his arm. Until the appointment of his son, Marmaduke

Browne, as assistant missionary he was the only Anglican clergyman in New
Hampshire. Rev. Arthur Browne was an Englishman.
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ever, his quick response to Gage’s appeal for workmen from his
provinece to help build barracks at Boston for the British troops,
which appeal had become necessary by the refusal of the Boston
carpenters to assist in the work, sealed his own fate and that of
his government, and he had to leave Portsmouth by the back en-
trance and through the garden of his house. With his wife and
infant son, on the frigate Scarborough he fled to Boston,* and
tfrom Boston, in 1776, sailed with Howe’s fleet for Halifax, his
wife and child having previously left on the ship Julius Caesar
for England.

In April, 1776, Mr. Wentworth was at Halifax, in November he
was at Long Island; in January, 1777, he was in New York City,
and in May of the same vear he was at Newport,R.I.In February,
1778, he went to Kngland, and there he remained until Angust,
1783,* when as Surveyor General of all the woods in North Amer-
ica that remained to the King, with a salary of seven hundred
pounds a year, he szailed for Halifax, which he reached on the
20th of September. On.the 25th of November, 1791, Governor
Parr died at Halifax, and late in April or early in May, 1792, Mr.
Wentworth was appointed Governor of Nova Scotia. At this
time he was in England, and Saturday, May 20th, he reached
Halifax in his Majesty’s frigate Hussar, commanded by Rupert
George.® On Sunday he disembarked and was received by a de-

3. “His Excellency John Wentworth, Esq., Governor of the Province of
New Hampshire, with his Lady and son, is arrived lere in his Majesty’s ship,
Scarborough, Captain Berkley.” Massachusetts Gazette, and Boston Post Boy
and Advertiser, for September 7, 1775.

“Governor Wentworth has left his retreat at the mouth of the Piscataqua
river, and taken refuge at Boston, with the rest of the Tories.” Boston-Gazette
and Country Journal, September 11, 1775.

In a letter from Halifax, dated September 23, 1783, Dr. Mather Byles says
that Governor Wentworth and Lt.-Governor Edmund Fanning arrived at Hali-
fax from England, September 20, thrce days before. December 3oth, of the same
year, Dr. Byles dined with Governor Wentworth.

4. It is said that in 1778 Mr. Wentworth was also in Paris, and that one
night on leaving the theatre he encountered President Adams. The latter soon
recognized his Harvard classmate, but it is pretty clear, as we may well believe,
that he did not give him a very cordial greeting. Friendship, however, proved
stronger than political rancour, and the two men, in spite of the antagonism in
their political views, whenever they met afterwards met as friends. On this par-
ticular occasion, “not an indelicate expression,” writes President Adams, “to us
or to our country or our ally escaped him. His whole behaviour was that of an
accomplished gentleman.”

5. It seems impossible that his commission as Governor could have been
issued May 14th, since he reached Halifax May 2oth, “after a voyage of five
weeks from Falmouth,” but so a printed record reads.
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tachment of the 21st Regiment, and by the Royal Artillery, who
saluted him with field pieces on the Grand Parade. To Govern-
ment House he was escorted by the acting secretary of the Prov-
ince, Mr. J. M. Freke Bulkeley, and on Monday at one o’clock was
sworn into office, a salute of fifteen guns being fired by a party of
Royal Artillery drawn up on the Parade. Addresses of congratu-
lation and welecome were then presented him by the magistrates,
the bishop and his clergy, and many societies and individuals.

In May, 1795, Governor Wentworth was ereated a baronet,®
and on Sunday, the 31st of that month, the Duke of Kent with all
the officers of the garrison attended a levee at Government House,
where congratulations were showered upon Sir John first, and
then on Lady Wentworth in her drawing room. Sir John’s ad-
ministration, of the Nova Scotia Government lasted until 1808,
when he resigned, and was succeeded by Sir George Prevost,
Bart. From the time of his retirement until his death, April
eighth, 1820, at the age of eighty-three, he enjoyed a pension of
five hundred pounds a year. Although Sir John was a native of
Portsmouth his wife, Lady Frances, was not. Her parents, Sam-
uel and Elizabeth (Deering) Wentworth, were important mem-
bers of the aristoeratic society that on occasion ‘‘trooped in full
tide through the wainscotted and tapestried rooms, and up the
grand old winding staircase with its carved balustrades and its
square landing places’’ of the famous Province House, of Boston,
““to do honor to the hospitality of the martial Shute, the courtly
Burnet, the gallant Pownall, or the haughty Bernard,’’ and that
knelt with proper reverence on Sundays in the high-walled square
pews of King’s Chapel, where the Rev. Henry Caner, D. D., or
his assistants the Rev. Charles Brockwell, or the Rev. John
Troutbeck, said Morning or Evening Prayer. Samuel Went-
worth, who was a merchant of prominence, died in 1766, but in
the Revolution his whole family were Royalists, and their lives
generally after the evacuation of Boston may be learned from
the Wentworth family history.

During most of Sir John’s governorship of Nova Scotia Lady

6. The Wentworth family history says that at this time he was “further
honoured with the privilege of wearing in the chevron of his arms, two keys, as
the emblem of his fidelity.”
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Wentworth was with him in Halifax, her charms lending not a
little colour to the somewhat sombre social life of this cold pro-
vincial capital. In England, however, both she and Sir John had
attached themselves to the well known titled English Wentworth
families, the Rockinghams, Straffords, and Fitzwilliams, and with
the last of these, the Karl and Countess Fitzwilliam, Lady Fran-
ces, and her son Charles Mary, had a long and intimate friend-
ship. In England, in close intercourse with these noble kinsmen
of hers, much of Lady Wentworth’s later life was spent, and it is
said that Sir Charles Mary in his last years lived with the Fitz-
williams.

In July, 1798, Lady Frances Wentworth was presented at
court by Countess Fitzwilliam, and Queen Charlotte was so
charmed with the handsome Colonial that she had her appointed
lady-in-waiting, at a salary of five hundred pounds a year, with
the privilege of residing abroad if she wished.

Sir Charles Mary Wentworth, Sir John’s only legitimate child,
named for his God-parents, the Marquis and Maxrchioness of
Rockingham,” spent very little of his life in Halifax. He was
graduated at Oxford, acted as private secretary to Lord Fitzwil-
liam when the latter was Lord of the Treasury, and at his fath-
er’s death succeeded to the baronetey. He died unmarried, at
Kingsland, Devon, April tenth, 1844, and the baronetcy granted

7. Sir Charles Mary Wentworth, Bart., was born at Portsmouth, January
20, 1775. On that event, his maternal grandmother, Mrs. Samuel Wentworth,
fvrote her sister, Mrs. Nathaniel Ray Thomas, then in Boston, the following
etter.

“Portsmouth, February 2, 1775.
“My Dear Sister,

“I had the pleasure to receive your favour of the joth December, in which
you make no mention of any from me. I wrote some time past and trust it met
your hand. Mrs, Wentworth is safe in bed with a fine, hearty boy, with another
blessing added, in being able to nurse him herself. I need not attempt to tell
you the pleasure this child has brought with it to all its connections. The Gov-
ernor’s happiness seems to be complete; and had a young prince been born there
could not have been more rejoicing. The ships fired their guns. All the gentle-
men of the town and from the King’s ship came the next day to pay their com-
pliments. The ladies followed, and for one week there were cake and caudle
wine, etc., passing. I forgot to mention that this young gentleman made his ap-
pearance on the 2oth January, and this house has been full ever since. Adieu,
my dear sister, and be assured you have not a more affectionate one than

“ELIZABETH WENTWORTH.

“To Mrs. Nathaniel Ray Thomas, Boston.”

Mrs. Nathaniel Ray Thomas, it will be remembered, with her husband and
family, came at the Revolution to Windsor, Nova Scotla, and there spent the rest
of her life and died.
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his father then became extinct. Sir John had ambitions for his
son in Nova Scotia and June sixteenth, 1801, had the latter, then
in his twenty-sixth year, sworn as a member of the council. In
this dignified body the young man sat in 1801, 1802, and 1803, but
in March, 1805, his father reported his seat vacant, and it is
doubtful if he was ever in Nova Scotia after that. When his un-
cle Benning died in Halifax in 1808, Charles Mary was appointed
to the vacant Provincial Secretaryship and the Registry of Pat-
ents and Deeds, Mr. Michael Wallace being appointed Deputy
Provineial Secretary. Three months after his appointment Sir
John retired from the government and the son never personally
assumed the office.® When Sir Charles Mary died he left his cou-
sin, Mrs. Catherine Gore, the authoress, twenty-three thousand
acres of land in Nova Scotia, including the famous ‘‘Prince’s
Lodge,”” and also the papers, plate, and pictures he had inherited
from his father.

Sir John Wentworth’s town house in Portsmouth, as we have
said, was on Pleasant Street. 1t is yet standing, a comfortable
old Colonial house, still pointed out with pride by the Ports-
mouth people. His house at Wolfeborough, burned the year of
his death, was a hundred feet long, and forty-five feet wide, with
five barns near it, and a large farm about it in which Sir John
took great pride. In Portsmouth Sir John lived in much state,
his stable containing the very considerable number of sixteen
horses. In Halifax he and Lady Wentworth made Government
House the centre of a social life on the whole more brilliant than
Halifax has probably ever had since. As we have said in a pre-

8. In place of Charles Mary Wentworth, Mr. Samuel Hood George was
made Provincial Secretary in 1808. Mr. George held the office until 1813, when
he died. See the writer's monograph on the Cochran family, p. 8. Admiral Sir
Rupf:rt George, then a junior officer in the navy, a young Irishman, married in
Halifax, in 1782, Margaret, eldest daughter (by his first wife) of Hon. Thomas
Cochrgm of Halifax. The Georges had eight children, of whom Samuel Hood,
b}?_rxé in 1789, was the eldest, and Rupert Dennis, born October 9, 17906, was the
third.

As has been mentioned above, Sir John Wentworth was graduated at Har-
vard in 1755, and took his Master’s degree there in 1758. He was also made a
Master of Arts by Princeton College in 1763; an LL.D. by the University of
Aberdeen in 1764, and by Dartmouth College in 1773; and a D. C. L. by Oxford
Umve_r51ty in 1766. Sir Charles Mary Wentworth, received his A. B. from Ox-
ford in 1796, and his A. M. from the same university later. An honorary A. M.
was also given him by Harvard in 1801. He was further created a D. C. L.
by Oxford in 1806.
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vious chapter, Lady Wentworth’s cousin, young Nathaniel Ray
Thomas, Jr., once wrote: ‘‘There have dined at Government
House between December 12, 1794, and October 29, 1795, two
thousand, four hundred, and thirty-seven persons.”” There is a
story told of Governor John in Portsmouth, that one day a coun-
tryman met him among his horses. ‘‘They say,’’ said the rustic,
‘‘that Johnny is short and thick and fond of wine, but on the
whole a pretty clever sort of fellow. How I should like to see
him!”’ The Governor soon asked him to step into the house,
where the man to his great confusion learned who his companion
was. Among the early entertainments given by the Wentworths
at Government House, in Halifax, was one on Sunday, August
12th, of the year of Sir John’s appointment. On that day, the
birthday of the Prince of Wales (afterward King George the
Fourth) Governor Wentworth gave a grand dinner to the officers
of the army and navy and many gentlemen of the town. During
the evening, Government House was brilliantly illuminated.
December 20th of the same year, from the Gazette newspaper
we learn that, ¢‘On Thursday evening, the Lieutenant Governor
and Mrs. Wentworth gave a ball and supper to the ladies and
gentlemen of the town and the officers of the army and navy,
which was altogether the most brilliant and sumptuous entertain-
ment given by the Wentworths. The company being assembled
in the levee room at eight o’clock, the bands which were very num-
erous and excellent, played ‘God save the King’ three times over,
after which the country dances commenced, two sets dancing at
the same time. The whole house was open—every room illumi-
nated and elegantly decorated. There was a room set apart for
cotillions, above stairs, for those who chose to dance them, and a
band provided on purpose for it. During the dancing there were
refreshments of ice, orgeat, capillaire, and a variety of other
things. At twelve the supper room was opened, and too much
cannot be said of the splendor and magnificence of it; the ladies
sat down at table and the gentlemen waited upon them. Among
other ornaments, which were altogether superb, there were exact
representations of Hartshorne and Tremain’s new flour-mill, and
of the windmill on the Common. The model of the new lighthouse
at Shelburne was incomparable, and the tract of the new road
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from Pictou was delineated in the most ingenious and surprising
manner, as was the representation of our fisheries, that great
source of the wealth of this country. To all these inimitable orn-
aments corresponding mottoes were attached, so that not only
taste and elegance were conspicuous, but encouragement and gen-
ius were displayed. The viands and wines were delectable, and
mirth, grace, and good humor seemed to have joined hands to cel-
ebrate some glorious festival ; but this was only for the friends of
the Governor and Mrs. Wentworth. When the ladies left the sup-
per-room the gentlemen sat down to table, when the governor
gave the several loyal toasts, with three times three, and an ap-
plicable tune was played after each bumper, which had an ad-
mirable effect. At two o’clock the dancing recommenced, and at
four the company retired. That ease, elegance, and superiority
of manners, which must ever gain Mrs. Wentworth the admira-
tion of the whole community; and that hospitality, perfeet good
breeding and infinite liberality which so distinguish the charac-
ter and conduct of our beloved and adored Governor never shone
with more lustre than on this occasion, when every care of his and
Mrs. Wentworth’s mind seemed to be to give one universal satis-
faction. Everything tended to promote one sympathizing joy,
and never was there a night passed with more perfect harmony
and luxurious festivity.”’

At some time early in his official career in Halifax Governor
‘Wentworth purchased land and erected a small villa a few miles
north of the town. To the villa he gave the name, suggested by
Romeo and Juliet, ‘‘Friar Laurence’s Cell,”’ and there, until the
Duke of Kent came, he probably in summer lived. This place
was leased by his Royal Highness on his arrival, and the house
greatly enlarged, and in it in considerable state, with Madame de
St. Laurent, during his stay the Duke for the most part lived. Of
the Prince’s Lodge, as the place came to be called after the Duke
left, the late Dr. Thomas B. Akins has given the following graphic
account: ‘‘This beautiful little retreat,”’ he says, ‘‘had been
erected by Prince Edward on the land of the Governor, Sir John
Wentworth. The grounds were laid out and improved at con-
siderable expense under his direction. The Rotunda, or music
room, on the opposite side of the road, next the water, surrounded
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by the rich foliage of the beech groves, and surmounted by a
large gilded ball flashing in the sunlight, presented a beautiful
and picturesque appearance on the approach to the Lodge. The
villa was built altogether of wood, consisting of a centre of two
stories containing the hall and staircase, with a flat roof. There
were twowings containing the Duke’s apartments. In the rear was
a narrow wooden building with pointed gothic windows, resem-
bling a chapel, containing the kitchen and offices, which extended
some distance southward beyond the main building. The group-
ing of the beech and birch trees around the house was well ar-
ranged. They were the original forest trees, selected and per-
mitted to stand in clearing away the space for the buildings. The
rooms were not spacious and the ceilings were low, as appears to
have been the fashion of building in Halifax at the time.

““The woods around were very beautiful. They were tra-
versed by walks, and in several places by a carriage road with
vistas and resting places where little wooden seats and several
imitation Chinese temples were erected. Several of these small
summer houses were in existence in 1828 and probably later, and
portions of them could be seen through the openings in the trees
on passing the main road. The Duke erected a range of low build-
ings on the edge of the Basin, a little to the north of the Rotunda,
which were occupied by two companies of his regiment, and con-
tained the guard-room and a mess-room for the officers. This
building was afterwards known as the Rockingham Inn, a favor-
ite resort in Summer, when tea and ginger beer were to be had
under the piazza which ran along the edge of the water.’’®

In September, 1795, Sir John and Lady Wentworth made a
tour of the western part of Nova Scotia and on this occasion some
now forgotten poet of Granville, Annapolis County, composed
and printed the following poem.

9. The Rockingham Club was established either while the Duke of Kent
was resident in Halifax or very soon after his leaving for Canada. Its members
were Sir John Wentworth, the whole of his Majesty’s Council, the Admiral on
the station, several of the principal military officers, and a number of leading
civilians. One of these latter was the Rev. Dr. Stanser, Rector of St. Paul’s,
another the Hon. Andrew Belcher, both of whom had villas on the Basin. The
club was partly literary and party social. The members dined together at the
hotel, about this time named the “Rockingham House,” a building erected near
the Prince’s Lodge for the accommodation of the two companies of his regi-
ment that the Duke of Kent had stationed near him. The name “Rockingham”
was in compliment to Sir John’s English connexions.
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“On Serineg His ExceLiexcy Sik Joux WeNTwORTII PassiNe
TrrouvgHE GRANVILLE ON HIS WAY TO ANNAPOLIS.

““When Tyrants travel, though in pompous state,
Each eye beholds them with indignant hate;
Destroying angels thus are said to move,

The objects more of terror than of love;

For grandeur can’t, unless with goodness joined,
Afford true pleasure to the virtuous mind.

But when our loyal Wentworth deigns to ride
(The Sovereign’s fav’rite and the subjects’ pride)
Around his chariot erowding nnmbers throng,
And hail his virtues as he moves along.

Such high respect shall be conferred on him

The King delights to honor and esteem,

‘Whose loyalty unshaken, spotless fame,

And social virtues shall endear his name

In every loyal bosom long to live,

As our lov’d Monarch’s representative.’’

The last years of her life Lady Wentworth spent in England,
and from the spring of 1810 to at least the summer of 1812 Sir
John was with her there. She died at Sunning Hill, Berks, twen-
ty-four miles out of London, on the fourteenth of February, 1813,
but Sir John was then in Halifax. His own last days Sir John
spent in lodgings at Mrs. Wentworth Fleiger’s, on the east side
of Hollis Street.'® He died April eighth, 1820, aged eighty-three
and his remains were deposited in a vault under St. Paul’s
Church. In the church was erected a mural tablet to his memory,
bearing the following inseription: ‘‘In memory of Sir John
Wentworth, Baronet, who administered the Government of this
Province for nearly sixteen years, from May, 1792, to April,
1808. 'With what success, the public records of that period, and
His Majesty’s gracious approbation will best testify. His un-
shaken attachment to his Sovereign and the British Constitution
was conspicuous throughout his long life.”” Governor Wentworth

10. From a letter of Lady Wentworth’s written from Morin’s Hotel, Lon-
don, to her nephew, Samuel Henry Wentworth, and dated March 1, 1810, We
learn that she and Sir John had recently crossed the Atlantic and had had a
hard voyage. On their arrival they had been met by their son. Other letters
prove that up to July 24, 1812, at least, Sir John was with his wife in England,
but on her death at Sunning Hill, Berks, February 14, 1813, if not earlier, he
returned to Halifax and took lodgings at Mrs. Wentworth Fleiger’s.
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left nine manuscript volumes of copies of his correspondence, ex-
tending from 1767 to 1808, a period of forty-one years, which are
now in the Provincial Archives at Halifax. Like many of the
most prominent Loyalists of the American Revolution, a complete
history of his life has never yet been written, but it is to be hoped
that at least his correspondence may some day come into print.

Of Sir John’s character, the Nova Scotia historian, Mr. Beam-
ish Murdoch in a private letter once wrote: ‘‘One thing has im-
pressed me distinetly in my examinations, viz., that although Sir
John was ardently attached to the Royal Government, he had a
great and sincere love for his native land, and disapproved of
most of the measures that incensed the people and produced re-
volt. At every step I have been more and more impressed with
his candor, hospitality, urbanity, constancy, and the affectionate
nature of the man, evinced toward his kinsfolk, friends, neigh-
bors, and his country (America), of whose future he was ever
sanguine. I found the task of following his career as Governor
of New Hampshire a very pleasing one. The confiscation of his
estate must have been very painful to him, as he had taken great
interest in its improvement.’’

There are Copley portraits in existence of both Sir John and
Lady Frances Wentworth. That of Sir John is a fine erayon, 22
by 18 inches in size, made in 1769. In it Sir John wears a white
wig and a light coat and waistcoat. Lady Wentworth’s portrait
was painted in 1765, when she was nineteen years old. It is a
three-quarters length portrait and an excellent specimen of Cop-
ley’s work. In it Miss Wentworth sits by a small table holding
a delicate chain, to which is attached a flying squirrel. This por-
trait is in the gallery of the New York public library.!?

The youngest brother of Lady Frances Wentworth was Ben-
ning Wentworth, and he too, and his family were long distin-
guished residents of Halifax. Benning Wentworth was born
March sixteenth, 1757, and baptized at King’s Chapel the first of
the following May, Governor Benning Wentworth, Charles Pax-

11. Mrs. Archibald McPhedris (Sarah Wentworth), an aunt of Lady
Frances, was also painted by Copley. Mrs. Theodore Atkinson, another aunt of
Lady Frances, and Mr. Atkinson (second husband of this aunt), with their son,
Theodore, cousin and first husband of Lady Frances, were painted by Blackburn.
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ton, Esq., and Mrs. Penelope Vassall, being sureties. He was
graduated at Oxford, married at All Saints Church, Hereford, to
Anne, daughter of William Bird, of Drysbridge House, and after
1788, like his sister, Frrances, removed to Halifax. In the north
part of this city he owned a small place known as ‘‘Poplar
Grove,’’ the place becoming later the property of Col. John Starr,
M. P. P.,*2 and finally having a street cut through it, which was
named ‘‘Starr Street.”” Before coming to Nova Scotia, Benning
Wentworth must have lived in New Hampshire, for by an Act of
Attainder, in 1778, he was proseribed and banished and his estate
confiscated in that Province. In Nova Scotia, November 12, 1796,
he was made a member of H. M. Council, thereafter becoming
Treasurer of the Province. In 1800 he was appointed Master of
the Rolls, Registrar in Chancery, Captain and Paymaster in the
King’s Nova Scotia Regiment, and Provineial Secretary, in
which last important office he died, February 18, 1808. Benning
Wentworth and his wife had eleven children, all of whom sur-
vived their father and went to England with their mother. One
of these was Benning William Bentinck Wentworth, R. N., who
died in England in 1810, aged twenty-one. Mrs. Benning Went-
worth died at Hereford in 1812. About the Wentworths in Hali-
fax clustered a group of their distinguished Boston connexions,
families of Brinleys, Goulds, Monks, and Thomases, some of
whom came before the Revolution, some about the time that the
Wentworths themselves came.

The extraordinary soecial brilliancy of Sir John Wentworth’s
administration of the Nova Scotia government was enhanced in
no slight degree by the residence in Halifax during part of the
period that it covered of His Royal Highness Prince Edward,
fourth son of King George Third, who while he was stationed in
Nova Scotia was created Duke of Kent.?® In 1790, at Gilbraltar,
the Prince was given command of the 7th regiment of foot (Royal

12. Colonel John Starr was the writer’s great-great uncle. He was father
of Hon. John Leander Starr, M. L. C. who married for his second wife a Miss
Throckmorton of New Jersey. A granddaughter of Mr. Starr by this second
marriage is Mrs. John DuFais, of Newport, Rhode Island, and a grandson, Mr.
John Starr Hunt, a lawyer in Mexico City.

13. Prince Edward was born November 2, 1767, he was therefore less than
twenty-seven years old when he took up his residence in Halifax. When he mar-
ried he was between fifty and fifty-one.
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Fusiliers). In 1793 he was at Quebec, the next year, February
sixth, he arrived at Boston'* on his way to the West Indies, where
he had been ordered to assume chief command of the troops. In
the West Indies he remained but a short time, for on Saturday,
May tenth, 1794, after a voyage of eleven days from St. Kitts, he
landed at Halifax to take command of the troops on the North
American station. The afternoon of his arrival, at six o’clock,
his Excellency Governor Wentworth waited on His Royal High-
ness on his ship and congratulated him on his safe arrival, then
the Prince and the Governor landed under royal salutes from the
Blanche and the Earl of Moira, warships, and the great fortress
above the town. The next Monday a salute was fired from the
Grand Parade, which was answered by the garrison batteries, and
on Wednesday there was a crowded levee at Government House,
and in the evening a brilliant illumination of the town. At the lev-
ee flattering addresses were presented to the Prince, in which he is
described as the ‘‘heroic offspring of highly revered parents, of a
king the undoubted father of his people, of a queen the unriv-
alled pattern of her sex,’” and as himself having ‘‘noble and en-
gaging qualities of active valour and condescending courteous-
ness’’—with much else of a like extravagant eulogistic sort. On
Saturday His Royal Highness, attended by General Ogilvie, mili-
tary commander, Commodore George of the Royal Navy, and
other officers, reviewed the troops stationed in Halifax, behind
the citadel Hill. On Monday the 26th, Bishop Charles Inglis pre-
sented the Prince with an address on behalf of himself and his
clergy, by which we see how completely the Bishop also had lost
his head in the presence of royalty, and how far gone he had got

14. A fact of sufficient local interest to be remembered is that on the thir-
teenth of February, 1794, Miss Nancy Geyer’s marriage in Boston to Mr. Rufus
Amory was graced by the presence of Prince Edward, who on his way from
Canada to the West Indies was detained in Boston for a few days. Miss Gey-
er’s father, Frederick William Geyer, who lived in Summer street, was a mer-
chant of much social prominence in the New England metropolis, and his
daughter’s wedding was no doubt a brilliant affair. How the Geyers knew the
Prince sufficiently well to invite him to the wedding we do not know, but it is
recorded that they did invite him and that he came with his aides. It is also re-
corded that he claimed the privilege of kissing the bride and bridesmaids. An-
other daughter of Mr. Geyer, Mary Anne or Marianne, was married in 1792 to
Hon. Andrew Belcher, of Halifax, Nova Scotia, son of Chief Justice Jonathan
Belcher, and became the mother of Rear Admiral Sir Edward Belcher, K. C. B,

and of Catherine, wife of Charles Maryatt, M. P., and mother of Captain Frederick
Marryatt, the English novelist.
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from the possibility of expressing himself in unexaggerated prose.
“Your progress Sir,”” he says ‘‘to this part of His Majesty’s
American dominions, has been marked by a variety of hazards.
Whilst we admired that heroic ardor and intrepidity, which at the
call of duty and honour led you to spurn every danger from fa-
tigue through inhospitable wilds, from the extremes of climate,
from armed enemies, and from others who were secretly hostile,
we were greatly agitated, and felt the utmost anxiety for your
safety. Like the celebrated Roman, who is equally memorable
for the number of his victories and for the celerity of his military
movements, you flew to the embattled hosts of your enemies; like
him, you came, you saw them, you conquered.”’

Prince Edward was, as we have said, the fourth son of King
George the Third and Queen Charlotte, this royal family compris-
ing no less than seven sons,—George the Fourth, Frederick Duke
of York, William the Fourth (Duke of Clarence), Edward Duke
of Kent, Ernest Duke of Cumberland, Augustus Duke of Sussex,
Adolphus Duke of Cambridge; and besides the King’s favorite
daughter, the Princess Amelia,’> and we believe four other
daughters who died young, Charlotte, wife of Frederick, King of
Wurtemberg, Elizabeth, wife of Frederick, Prince of Hesse Hom-
burg, and Mary, wife of William Duke of Gloucester.*® Of the
coming to Halifax of Prince Edward, the historian Murdoch says:
‘“As our colonists were gratified and felt deeply honored by the
repeated visits of Prince William Henry (afterwards King Wil-
liam the Fourth, who came here first as a young naval officer, and
after that in command of a frigate, and were charmed with his
frank, genial, and simple manners” [so] they were dazzled and

15. Miss Frances Burney speaks affectionately of this child as “that en-
dearing child . . . the lovely little Princess Amelia.”

16. In all, this prolific royal pair brought into the world fifteen children.
“Farmer George” may therefore be pardoned, perhaps, for the rigid economies
with which he is commonly credited.

17. On Wednesday, October fourth, 1786, Prince William Henry arrived at
Halifax from St. John’s, Newfoundland, in the war-ship Pegasus. On Thurs-
day morning he landed at the King’s Slip, “where the people thronged joyfully
to see him.” He was welcomed on shore by Major-General Campbell and Gov-
ernor Parr, who conducted him to Government House. On Thursday, June
twenty-eighth, 1787, he came again, this time from Jamaica, in the Andromeda,
and was received with great applause. On Wednesday, October twenty-fourth,
1787, he came the third time, now from Quebec. ~Beamish Murdoch’s “History

of Nova Scotia,” Vol. 3, pp. 50-53, 55, 61.
On one of Prince William Henry’s visits he rode through Windsor and
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impressed greatly by the residence of the young prince, Edward,
who brought with him the personal reputation he had earned for
great activity and zeal in his military profession. Independently
of the eclat which his rank gave him, he gained the hearts of the
civilians by his affability, benevolence, and liberality. is gen-
erosity was displayed in many ways. He gave employment to
workmen of every kind—Ilaborers, painters, carpenters, ete. He
interested himself sincerely in the welfare of families and indi-
viduals, and this feeling continued during his life; for long after
he bade a final adieu to Halifax, his exertions and influence were
often used to procure commissions, pensions, or employmest for
persons whose parents he had known while here. He remained
in fact, the ready patron of Nova Scotians until his death.”’
Soon after the Prince came to Halifax he leased from Sir John
Wentworth the property out of town we have referred to,
which ever since the Duke’s stay in Nova Scotia has been called
the ‘“‘Prince’s lLodge.”’*®* The house in town in which he
first placed his establishment, and to which he probably
from time to time returned, was a dwelling in the North
End that chroniclers describe as a handsome structure, with
a portico on the front resting on Corinthian pillars. After
he went away this house became an army hospital, the stables
in connection with it, which were roomy and large, being used as
a barracks storehouse and for a garrison library. The villa, sev-
en miles north of the town, which His Royal Highness rented
from Sir John Wentworth, originally comparatively small, the

s

Kentville to Annapolis Royal, accepting hospitality from several private citizens
along the way. He left a quieter record in Nova Scotia than in Barbadoes, for
Leigh Hunt tells us of a certain landlady in Barhadoes who became famous “in
Barbadian and nautical annals” for having successfully drawn up a bill of dam-
ages against His Royal Highness to the amount of seven hundred pounds. The
Prince, then a wild young naval officer, in a fit of ultra joviality begun at the
mess of the 49th Regiment had demolished all the good woman’s furniture, “even
to the very beds,” and as a concluding act of good nature had upset the staid
woman herself as he left the house.

18. In a private letter to John King, Esq., under secretary of state, written
September 27, 1799, Sir John Wentworth says: The Prince “has entered upon
his command with infinite activity, and ideas extremely enlarged, since his de-
parture from here. The arrangement in contemplation promises a plenteous cir-
culation of money, and improvement in this province. He is now residing chiefly
at my house near town, which he requested to reoccupy, and I have accordingly
lent it to him during his stay in Nova Scotia, though I have not another place
to go to for a day’s retirement. However, it must be so! for he wrote to me,
and now says he has more pleasure in that villa than in any other place out of
England.” Quoted by Murdoch in his “History of Nova Scotia,” Vol. 3, p 181
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Prince enlarged until it became, as we see by engravings of it
that have come to us, and the description we have already given,
a spacious residence, somewhat in the Italian style, with exten-
sive wings at the north and south, and drawing-rooms in the cen-
tre. The Lodge stood in the middle of a fine open lawn, about
two hundred yards from the post road which winds around Bed-
ford Basin, and was flanked by large and well appointed stables.
Dr. Akins’s pleasant picture of it and its surroundings which
we have reproduced is added to or given a little differently by
other historians. The Lodge grounds, they say, though rustic and
retaining a great deal of their primitive wildness, had many
charming surprises, among these an artificial lake, and several
little pagoda-like summer houses and ‘‘Greek and Italian’’ imita-
tion temples which stood on elevated mounds among the thick-
growing trees. In the neighborhood of the Lodge were dwellings
for mechanics and workmen of various sorts employed on the
estate and in directly military service, so that the place was like a
small feudal town. The little Rotunda, containing a single room,
which was richly frescoed and hung with paintings by the Prince
himself, was built especially for dancing, and under the narrow
portico which surrounds this building the Prince’s regimental
band used to play in the afternoons. From the house, gravelled
walks used to stretch in all directions, and there the household
and their guests used to stroll at leisure on every fine day. On an
adjoining hill the Prince had a signal station erected, by means of
which he could send his orders into town, a responsive signal hav-
ing been erected by his orders on Citadel Hill.*®

19. Writing of Halifax about 1828 Judge Thomas Chandler Haliburton
says: “At a distance of seven miles from the town is a ruined Lodge, built by
H. R. H. the late Duke of Kent, when Commander in Chief of the forces of this
Colony, once his favorite summer residence and the scene of his munifiicent
hospitalities. It is impossible to visit this spot without the most melancholy feel-
ings. The tottering fence, the prostrate gates, the ruined grottoes, the long and
winding avenues cut out of the forest, overgrown by rank grass and occasional
shrubs, and the silence and desolation that reign around, all bespeaking a rapid
and premature decay, recall to mind the untimely fate of its noble and lamented
owner, and tell of affecting pleasures and the transitory nature of all earthly
things. It is but a short time since this mansion was tenanted by its Royal Mas-
ter; and in that brief space how great has been the devastation of the elements. A
few years more and all trace of it will have disappeared forever. The forest is fast
reclaiming its own, and the lawns and ornamental gardens, annually sown with seeds
scattered by the winds from the surrounding woods, are relapsing into a state of

nature, and exhibiting in detached patches a young growth of such trees as are
common in the country.”
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‘When Prince Edward came to Halifax he was unmarried but
he brought with him from the West Indies a lady who as much as
she was permitted by society shared his social responsibilities,
and who, sincerely attached to his interests and to his person, as-
siduously ministered to his wants. In Martinique, it is said, the
Prince found Madame Alphonsine Therése Bernadine Julie de
Montgenet de St. Laurent, Baronne de Fortisson, and this noble
Frenchwoman was his companion during his stay in Halifax, and
afterwards until nearly the time of his marriage to the widow
who was to become through her alliance with Prince Edward the
mother of Vietoria, Fingland’s illustrious and greatly heloved
queen. In Quebec the Prince had formed the acquaintance of a
French family named De Salaberry, and this acquaintance rip-
ened into a very close intimacy, cemented by Kdward’s patron-
age of and continued regard for two of the De Salaberry boys,
Maurice and Chevalier. As a result of this friendship we have
a small volume of the letters of the Prince to Monsieur de Sala-
berry, which contain as frequent and familiar references to Ma-
dame de St. Laurent as if the lady had been the Prince’s legal
wife. When Prince Edward first landed in Halifax he wrote De
Salaberry regretting that his friend Madame de St. Laurent had
not yet come, and in almost every succeeding letter written dur-
ing his stay he freely couples her name with his own. How the
Wentworths, at Government House, treated the Prince’s mis-
tress we have never been informed, but there are still historie
echoes heard in Halifax of the disapproval with which Mrs. Mi-
chael Francklin, and other conventional ladies (probably like
Mrs. Francklin of Boston antecedents) regarded the lady who
presided over the household and assisted in dispensing the hos-
pitalities of the royal establishment.

In 1818 the Duke of Kent married, and in that rarely interest-
ing gossippy narration entitled the ‘‘ Creevey Papers’ we find a
conversation recorded between him and Mr. Creevey which took
place at Brussels the year before, from which we get a glare of
light on His Royal Highness’ state of mind towards matrimony
and towards the lady who had so long and affectionately shared
his varied fortunes. Apropos of the future succession to the
British throne, Prince Edward says: ‘‘As for the Duke of York,
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at his time of life and that of the Duchess, all issue of course is
out of the question. The Duke of Clarence, I have no doubt, will
marry if he ean, but the terms he asks from the ministers are
such as they can never comply with. Besides a settlement such
as is proper for a Prince who marries expressly for a succession
to the Throne, the Duke of Clarence demands the payment of all
his debts, which are very great, and a handsome provision for
each of his ten natural children. These are terms that no Minis-
ters can accede to. Should the Duke of Clarence not marry, the
next prince in succession is myself, and although I trust I shall
be at all times ready to obey any call my country may make on
me, God only knows the sacrifice it will be to make, whenever 1
shall think it my duty to become a married man. It is now seven
and twenty years that Madame St. Laurent and I have lived to-
gether; we are of the same age, and have been in all climates and
in all difficulties together, and you may well imagine, Mr. Cree-
vey, the pang it will occasion me to part with her. I put it to
your own feeling—in the event of any separation between you
and Mrs. Creevey. . . . As for Madame St. Laurent herself,
I protest I don’t know what is to become of her if a marriage is
to be forced upon me, her feelings are already so agitated upon
the subject. You saw, no doubt, that unfortunate paragraph in
the Morning Chronicle, which appeared within a day or two
after the Princess Charlotte’s death, and in which my marrying
was alluded to. Upon receiving the paper containing that article
at the same time with my private letters, I did as is my constant
practice, I threw the newspaper across the table to Madame St.
Laurent and began to open and read my letters. I had not done
so but a very short time when my attention was called to an extra-
ordinary noise and a strong convulsive movement in Madame St.
Laurent’s throat. For a short time I entertained serious appre-
hensions for her safety; and when upon her recovery 1 enquired
into the occasion of this attack she pointed to the article in the
Morning Chronicle relating to my marriage.

“From that day to this I am compelled to be in the practice of
daily dissimulation with Madam St. Laurent to keep this subject
from her thoughts. I am fortunately acquainted with the gentle-
men in Bruxelles who conduct the Liberal and Oracle newspa-
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pers; they have promised me to keep all articles upon the subject
of my marriage out of their papers, and I hope my friends in
England will be equally prudent. My brother the Duke of Clar-
ence is the elder brother, and has certainly the right to marry if
he chooses, and I would not interfere with him on any account. If
he wishes to be King—to be married and have children, poor man
—God help him! let him do so. For myself, T am a man of no
ambition and wish only to remain asYam. . . . Iaster, you
know, falls very early this year, the 22d of March. 1f the Duke of
Clarence does not take any step before that time I must find some
pretext to reconcile Madame St. Laurent to my going to England
for a short time. St. George’s day is the day now fixed for keep-
ing the birthday, and my paying my respects to the Regent on
that day will be a sufficient excuse for my reappearance in Iing-
land. When once there it will be easy for me to consult with my
friends as to the proper steps to be taken. Should the Duke of
Clarence do nothing before that time as to marrying, it will be-
come my duty, no doubt, to take some measures upon the subject
myself.

““You have heard the names of the Princess of Baden and the
Princess of Saxe-Coburg mentioned. The latter connection would
perhaps be the better of the two, from the circumstance of Prince
Leopold being so popular with the nation ; but before anything is
proceeded with in this matter I shall hope and expect to see jus-
tice done by the Nation and the Ministers to Madame St. Laurent.
She is of very good family and has never been an actress, and I
am the first and onlypersonwho ever lived with her. Her disinter-
estedness, too, has been equal to her fidelity. When she first came
to me it was upon a hundred pounds a year. That sum was after-
wards raised to four hundred pounds, and finally to a thousand
pounds, but when my debts made it necessary for me to sacrifice
a great part of my income, Madame St. Laurent insisted upon
again returning to her income of four hundred pounds a year.
If Madame St. L. is to live amongst her friends, it must be in such
a state of independence as to command their respect. T shall not
require very much, but a certain number of servants and a ca-
riage are essentials. Whatever the Ministers agree to give for
such purpose must be put out of all doubt as to its continuance. I
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shall name Mr. Brougham, yourself, and two other people, on be-
half of Madame St. Laurent for this object.

“‘ As to my own settlement, as I shall marry (if T marry at all)
for the succession, I shall expect the Duke of York’s marriage to
be considered the precedent. That was a marriage for the suec-
cession, and twenty-five thousand pounds for income was settled,
in addition to all his other income, purely on that account. I shall
be contented with the same arrangement, without making any de-
mands grounded upon the difference of the value of money in
1792 and at present. As for the payment of my debts, T don’t call
them great. The Nation, on the contrary, is greatly my debtor.”’

Mr. Creevey’s reporting this remarkable declaration of the
Duke’s which was clearly not intended for other ears than the
first hearer’s, causes the editor of his memoirs to say: ‘It must
be confessed that his Royal Highness was not very disereet in
chosing Mr. Creevey as the repository of his confidence in such a
delicate matter. Creevey seems to have had no scruple in com-
municating the tenour of the conversation to some of his friends.
He certainly told the Duke of Wellington.’” Mr. Creevey himself
says somewhat later than the conversation: ‘‘The Duke of Well-
ington’s constant joking with me about the Duke of Kent was ow-
ing to the curious conversation I had with the latter at Brussels
in the autumn of 1817, the particulars of which had always
amused the Duke of Wellington very much.”’

It would be interesting to know the details of the tragical part-
ing between the Duke and Madame de St. Laurent when at last
Prince Edward determined fully for state reasons to sacrifice in-
clination to duty and give up his mistress for a wife, but no such
details have been vouchsafed to the world. The last notice we
have of Madame de St. Laurent is in 1819. Sometime in that
year Major-General de Rothenburg writes Lieutenant-Colonel de
Salaberry sententiously: ‘‘Madame de St. Laurent has retired to
a convent,”’

In 1798 the Duke of Kent had a troublesome accident in Hali-
fax. On the eighth of August of that year he was riding fast
across a little wooden bridge somewhere in the town, when a
plank gave way and his horse fell, coming with all his weight on
the rider’s leg and thigh. Prince Edward suffered much from
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the fall, but continued to perform his military duties until Octo-
ber, when on the urgent advice of Dr. John Halliburton, the phy-
sician of the naval hospital, and Dr. William James Almon, the
leading civil doctor, in concurrence with a Dr. Nooth of Quebee,
he decided to go to England for treatment. On the thirtieth of
November he reached Portsmouth, and in England he remained
until August, 1799. On Friday the sixth of September of this
year he once more reached Halifax, and here he stayed until early
in August, 1800, when with many expressions of good-will
towards the people, and attended by sorrowful regrets on their
part, he finally sailed away. On Sunday, August third, he em-
barked in the warship Assistance, the garrison forming a double
line through which, attended by the Governor, the members of the
Council, and the naval, military, and civil officials, he passed to
the King’s wharf. As he went through the town salutes echoed
and people ecrowded to the tops of the houses to cheer the depart-
ing royalty on his way. On the thirty-first of August he landed
at Portsmouth, England, again. On the 29th of May, 1818, he
married at Coburg her Serene Highness Victoria Mary Louisa,
widow of Emich Charles, Prince of Leiningen, the ceremony be-
ing repeated on Monday, the thirteenth of the following July, in
the Queen’s drawing room in England, in presence of many mem-
bers of the Royal family. On the same occasion the Duke of Clar-
ence married the Princess Adelaide of Saxe-Coburg Meiningen.

In Prince Edward’s life at Halifax there is much to remind one
of the simple homeliness of the life at Windsor of his father,
plain ‘‘Farmer George.”” The King used to get up at unseason-
able hours and march round in his shovel hat to poor people’s
cottages, he played backgammon every evening regularly with the
dull people of his dull court, while the equerries ‘‘yawned them-
selves to death in the ante-room’’—Prince Edward, we are told,
used often in Halifax to put his own hand to the jack-plane and
drive the cross-cut saw, and there was little in the doings either
of his troops or his ordinary workmen that he did not personally
oversee. If he was deficient in the striet virtue of his mother,
who Thackeray tells us regarded all deviation from the strict path
of conventional morality with absolute disfavor and ‘‘hated poor
sinners with a rancour such as virtue sometimes has,’’ he at least
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had a large share of his father’s energy and his father’s simple,
homely tastes.

The great and lasting service the Duke of Kent did for Halifax
was to put its defences on a solid foundation. He had not been a
great while in Halifax when through the governor he called for
help from the militia in construeting the great citadel and
strengthening and rendering more impregnable the various har-
bour forts, and these works, with other industries which he stimu-
lated, soon told greatly on the prosperity of the town. Mingling
freely and affably with the citizens, at the entertainments at Gov-
ernment House and probably in other social ways, he gained the
thorough good-will of the Halifax people, and when he finally left
the Province his going was attended with much more than per-
functory regret on the part of all classes in the maritime town.
Whether he did anything in Halifax for the education of the chil-
dren of the soldiers there we do not know, but he is said to have
been the first commander of a regiment in the whole British army
to establish a regimental school. So highly were his efforts for
the education of soldiers’ children appreciated, that in 1811, at
the Free Masons’ Tavern in London, the following resolution,
moved by Lord Lansdowne and seconded by Lord Keith, was
unanimously adopted: ‘‘That the respectful thanks of this meet-
ing be presented to H. R. Highness the Duke of Kent, whose
friendship to soldiers’ children has been shown in that princely
liberality with which H. R. H. has established a school in the
Royals, as Colonel of that Regiment, and set an example which it
is hoped will be universally followed by military commanders,
and thereby promote the welfare of and do honour to the charac-
ter of the British army.”’

In spite of the general amiability which won Prince Edward
an enduring place in the affections of the Halifax people, and has
done much to keep his memory fragrant in Nova Scotia even to
the present time,2° in his military disecipline the Duke of Kent

20. Prince Edward is said to have had the faculty, (as had also his daughter,
Queen Victoria) of never forgetting a face. He was always ready to return, with
apparent friendship, the greetings of any persons he met. At his dinners, though
of course much of the recognized royal etiquette was observed, every one felt
comfortable and at home. In Halifax he encouraged dramatic performances, and

Murdoch says that during the winters of his stay in the town plays seem to have
been given about once a fortnight. As an evidence of his amiability, DeGaspé tells
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was a martinet, and sometimes, one cannot help believing, in his
punishments almost criminally severe. In the journal of Dr. Al-
non, who was the leading medical practitioner of Halifax at the
time of the Prince’s stay, we find mentions of an appalling num-
- ber of cases of illness and death among the soldiers of the Sev-
enth Royal Fusiliers, the direct result of the severe punishments
inflicted by his orders, and at the Lodge is still shown a burrow or
cave in which tradition says he kept a soldier confined for two or
three years until he died. It is recorded that he ordered for one
poor fellow a thousand lashes on his bare back, and that once or
twice in Halifax a soldier committed suicide from fear of the ter-
rible punishment he had sentenced him to undergo. In the use of
cards and drink in the army the Duke was very strict, in order
to discourage gambling he never touched cards himself, and to
promote temperance both in the army and in civil society he used
great moderation in wine. To prevent drunkenness in his regi-
ment he used to make his men get up at five o’clock in the morn-
ing for drill, which regulation of course precluded their being
away from barracks in Halifax bar-rooms late at night. At this
early morning drill he used to be present regularly himself.

The severity of the Duke of Kent’s discipline we may attribute
partly to inherited traits, partly to the inflexible training he had
received in Hanover, and partly to the almost utter lack of sym-
pathy he seems to have found in his royal father and his
carousing brothers. The Dukes of Clarence, Cumberland, and
Cambridge, all appear to have received from Farmer George
some proper share of consideration, but poor Prince Edward was
early sent away from home, and during his fourteen successive
years of foreign service, in the Mediterranean, Canada, the West
Indies, and Nova Scotia, was kept on a starvation income, and
allowed to contract debts which for many years made life for him
a burden. He was, we believe, one of the best of George the
Third’s sons, and why the old King or indeed Parliament, should
us that once, when His Royal Highness was in Quebec he went to the Isle of Or-

leans to see an old woman, a centenarian. Having talked to her for some time he
asked her if he could confer any pleasure on her. “Yes,” said the old lady, “I
should like to have you dance a minuet with me, that I may be able to say before
I die that T have danced with the son of my Sovereign.” The Prince at once com-

lied with her wish and after the dance, conducted her to her seat and bowed gal-
antly, the old lady curtseying low in return.



1026 THE HISTORY OF HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA

have permitted him to live most of his life under a heavy burden
of debt it is quite impossible to tell. It is stated in a pamphlet
published sometime after 1815, called ‘‘A detailed statement of
the case of His Royal Highness the Duke of Kent,’’ that Mr. Pitt
shortly before his death became thoroughly aroused to Prince
Edward’s necessities and took great blame to himself for not hav-
ing considered his case earlier. Mr. Pitt’s death, however, put an
end to any hope the Prince may have had from that quarter, and
so, appeals to his spendthrift brother the Prince of Wales being
met with prompt refusal, at last in 1815 he tried to get permis-
sion to sell by lottery Castle Hill, the only piece of property he
owned, in order to raise sorely needed ready cash. From first to
last he seems to have had a hard time. His earliest military
training was received in Hanover under an execrable man, Baron
‘Wagenheim, whom his father persisted in keeping as his tutor,
but whom the Prince himself, no doubt quite properly, once char-
acterized as a ‘‘mercenary tyrant.”” When he was twenty, he was
removed from Hanover to Geneva, a better place, but one he
found so utterly uncongenial that as soon as he came of age he
resolved to go to England (without leave) and try by personal
remonstrance to get that consideration which his father had hith-
erto wholly denied him. Accordingly, he went to London and
took up his quarters at an hotel, where he was at once visited by
his brother the Prince of Wales. Together the two went to Carl-
ton House, and were there joined by another brother, the Duke
of York, who undertook to communicate Prince Edward’s arrival
to the King. The King’s anger was terrible. He refused to see
the Prince, and in a few days sent him written orders to proceed
within twenty-four hours to Gibraltar. On the night before he
left, his royal father deigned to see him for a few minutes, and
this was the first time the King and his son had met for six
years.2!

21. Of George the Third himself, Leigh Hunt says: “He was a very brave and
honest man. He feared nothing on earth, and he acted according to his convictions.
But, unfortunately, his convictions were at the mercy of a will far greater than his
understanding; and hence his courage became obstinacy, and his honesty the dupe
of his inclinations.” He possessed “an extraordinary mixture of domestic virtue
with official duplicity; of rustical, mechanical tastes and popular manners, with the
most exalted ideas of authority; of a childish and self-betraying cunning, with the
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In spite of the Duke’s extreme severity with his soldiers and
his strictness regarding their conduct, the following amusing
story is told of him. One evening in one of the Halifax streets he
suddenly came upon one of his men who was much under the in-
fluence of drink. Staggering towards his colonel, the soldier joc-
osely said: ‘‘ Aha Neddy, you’ve caught me at last!”’ The Duke
was amused at hearing once more his old nursery name, and
laughing a little to himself passed on without even reprimanding
the man. Prince Edward had a special fondness for young men,
and many a youth who afterward rose to high rank in the army
owed his earliest promotion to the good offices of the Duke.22 It
is said that the 7th Royal Fusiliers needed severer regulations
than other regiments, for the Duke had filled it with good look-
ing fellows, many of whom had little but their fine physical ap-
pearance to recommend them.

The friendship of Prince Edward for Sir John and Lady Went-
worth was of a very intimate and enduring character. When
Mr. Wentworth received his baronetcy in 1795 the Prince, as
we have seen, with all the officers of the garrison, went to
Government House in due form to offer his congratulations,
and it is evident that no important function given by Sir
John while the Duke was in Halifax was neglected by this
royal soldier. When the ocean came to divide the Went-
worths and him the correspondence between the friends

most stubborn reserves; of fearlessness with sordidness; good nature _with _unfor-
givingness; and of the health and strength of temperance and self-denial, with the
last weaknesses of understanding, and passions that exasperated it out of its reason.”

22. One of Prince Edward’s protegés and warmest admirers in Halifax, among
the young men of the period, was Brenton Halliburton, who began life as a lieu-
tenant in the Duke’s regiment, the 7th Fusiliers. In later life, as Chief-Justice of
Nova Scotia, Sir Brenton wrote of the Prince: “A tale of woe always interested
him deeply, and nothing but gross misconduct could ever induce him to abandon any
one whom he had once befriended.” Another Nova Scotian who was taken into the
7th Fusiliers was young Charles Thomas, son of Hon. Nathaniel Ray Thomas, one
of the Boston refugees in Halifax (who finally settled in Windsor, Nova Scotia).
Charles Thomas was accidentally shot by a brother officer in a road-house near Hal-
ifax, in August, 1797, and the Prince mourned him as a personal friend. At Lieu-
tenant Thomas’s funeral his commander is said to have shown much feeling, and a
little later he had a tombstone erected in St. Paul’s burying-ground, bearing the fol-
lowing inscription:

This Stone | sacred to the memory of | Lieut. Charles Thomas | of | His
Majesty’s | Royal Fusilier Regiment | who departed this Life | on the 16th of An-
gust, 1797 | aged 24 years | is placed as a Testimony of | His Friendship and Es-
teem | by | Lieut. General His Royal Highness | Prince Edward | his Colonel.
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TaEe CounciL oF TWELVE AND THE JUDICIARY

By Artaur WenTworTH Hamirron Earox, M. A, D. C. L.

O history of Halifax could properly be written that did

not treat at some length of the governmental and judi-

cial institutions of Nova Scotia, that had and continue

to have their source and fountain head in the capital
of the province, and that did not give some account of the Halifax
men who brought these institutions into being. In the first of our
present series of sketches we have shown that almost immediate-
ly after he reached Chebucto, Governor Cornwallis chose a Coun--
cil of twelve members, whom he associated with himself in the
government of the new colony to which he had been sent. This
Council, which has passed into history conspicuously as the ‘“Old
Council of Twelve,’’ had a long and varied history, the first check
to the oligarchical power it exercised being the creation of a Rep-
resentative Assembly, whose very existence its members fre-
quently felt to be an impertinence, and from whose jurisdiction it
persistently withheld all the governmental interests of the prov-
ince it could.

In this Council were vested legislative, executive, and often
judicial functions. Its members, who by common custom were
styled ‘‘honourable,’’ sat with closed doors, and in the order of
precedence early established took rank next to the Governor,
while at the chief executive’s death or in his absence from the
province, the eldest of them as president for the time being ad-
ministered the government. To the Executive this body stood in

(26)
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nearly the same relation as the Privy Council in Great Britain
stands to the sovereign. In its legislative capacity it sometimes
deliberated as a distinet body apart from the executive, but as a
privy council it was always convened by the governor, who was
present at its deliberations. ‘‘Dissimilar,”’ says Judge Halibur-
ton in 1832, ‘‘as this body is in many important particulars to
the House of Lords, any nearer approach to the original appears
from the state of the country to be very difficult.”” ‘‘Mr. Pitt,”’
he adds, ‘“seems to have entertained the idea of creating an order
of hereditary nobility in Canada, for the purpose of assimilating
the condition of that province as nearly as possible to Great Bri-
tain.”’

In the creation of a House of Assembly the power of the Counecil
of course received a considerable check; but this body still con-
tinued to exercise almost absolute sway over the affairs of the
province, appointing the magistrates, who were thus the creatures
of its will, and often vetoing the most serious and best considered
measures of the Assembly, the people at large being left wholly
without redress. The laws of Nova Scotia explicitly recognized
all forms of religion save Roman Catholicism as having a right
to exist in the province, but the members of the Council for the
most part distinetly favored the Church of England, and when
at last Nova Scotia was erected into the first Colonial Anglican
See, the bishop also became a member of the Council, his appoint-
ment henceforth giving the body a closer interest in the ecclesias-
tical affairs of the province, and naturally leading it to throw its
influence almost entirely on the side of the church of England
and against ‘‘dissent.”” With an intelligent and steadily growing
population, the opinions of four-fifths of whom were not repre-
sented in the Council, and who were properly growing more and
more jealous of their rights, it was impossible that sooner or later
there should not come a stout conflict between these two branches
of the legislature. Between 1830 and 1840, such a strife did come,
but it was not by any means confined to this province, the govern-
ments of both Upper and Lower Canada were constructed sim-
ilarly to that of the Maritime Provinces, and in all the provinces
the people discovered that they had the same causes of discon-
tent. In Upper Canada, as early as 1820, it was publicly charged
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that the council was averse to every liberal measure, and that its
policy was selfish and narrow throughout. Its members were re-
proached as ‘‘land-grabbers,’’ bigots, and the enemies of public
schools; and fierce complaints were made that the people were
prohibited by law from meeting to talk over their grievances and
frame petitions for the redress of their wrongs. Nor did the
Canadian people complain only of the councils and their direect
acts. The magistrates throughout the country districts in all the
provinces were responsible to no one but the councils, and every-
where, it was charged, neglect, mismanagement, and corruption
were clearly to be seen.

Regarding the Nova Scotia Council in the year 1762, Mr. Mur-
doch says: ‘It may not be amiss to notice, that although it was
given as the opinion of the erown lawyers in England that the
Governor and Couneil had not a right to the legislative powers
they had for some time exercised, and that although an Assembly
had now been constituted for four years to supply this constitu-
tional defect, yet the Governor and Council continued on many
occasions to dispose of the moneys raised under the ordinances of
earlier dates, without seeking the concurrence of the representa-
tive body. It will be seen by and by that at subsequent periods *
larger funds still were virtually appropriated and disposed of
by the Council without any reference to the House. These being
duties collected under acts for the regulation of trade by the
English parliament, were in point of form controlled entirely by
the English authorities, but in effect the opinion and recommen-
dation of the Governor and Council were almost invariably
adopted and sanctioned in such matters. The consequence was
that the influence and standing of the Assembly was diminished
and rendered insignificant, as that body had but a very small
revenue under its control, while the Council had not only much
public money to give away, but held all the best local offices them-
selves, and exercised the almost exclusive patronage of all others,
whether of honor or emolument. This anomalous and unconstitu-
tional state of things endured far into the present century.’”’
Later, speaking of a conflict between the two branches of the legis-
lature in 1808, Mr. Murdoch says: ‘‘The error of all the old
colonial constitutions, which combined in one small body.of men
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all kinds of offices and powers, some quite incompatible with
others, was at the bottom of the mischief. The same men were
a Privy and a Cabinet Council and a House of Lords. They also
held most of the executive and judicial offices, and their tenure
of all these functions was practically for life; also, on a vacancy
in their number by death or removal they had it much in their own
hands to nominate the person to fill it. Thus a distinct oligarchy
was established. How could they help undervaluing the men
sent for a short period as deputies to the Assembly, who had little
influence as individuals except in the immediate locality of their
homes! How could they brook being opposed, censured, or called
to account, by parties comparatively so humble!”’

The first open break between the Governor and Council and the
House of Assembly, in Nova Scotia, occurred at the close of the
elections in 1799. Hitherto the representation of Halifax, the
metropolitan county, had been held by residents of the city of
Halifax; in this election the city candidate, Mr. Michael Wallace,
a man of high social standing, was opposed by a Hants County
man, Mr. William Cottnam Tonge, a gentleman of excellent edu-
cation and of well known liberal sentiments, who had already by
his ability and eloquence made himself a power in the House.
‘When the returns were counted, Mr. Wallace was found to be de-
feated by Mr. Tonge by several hundred majority, but it being
shown that Mr. Tonge had not sufficient real estate in the county
to qualify him as a member, upon a petition he was unseated for
Halifax and relegated to his return for Newport, for which town-
ship also he had been elected. In the previous session of the
House Mr. Tonge had been chosen speaker, now when he was
again presented for this office Governor Wentworth’s strong Tory
prejudices and hatred of liberal sentiments led him to exercise
the prerogative, long unused in Great Britain and entirely with-
out precedent in Nova Scotia, of vetoing the choice of the Assem-
bly, and commanding the House to choose another speaker. From
Sir John’s arbitrary decision there was no appeal, and the House
most unwillingly retired, to elect presently to the speakership
Mr. Lewis Morris Wilkins, a son of Dr. Isaac Wilkins, the old
Westchester Tory lawyer and clergyman, who about 1798 had re-
turned from Nova Scotia to his native land.
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As may be supposed, the temper of the Assembly was not ma.
terially improved by this high-handed act of the executive, and
there was besides at the time another cause of discontent in the
minds of the people and the people’s representatives. Soon after
the erection of Nova Scotia into the first Colonial Diocese of the
Church of England, an exclusive and narrow charter had been
secured for a Church College at Windsor, for the education of
such Nova Scotia students as were in a position to take a college
course. The restrictions of the statutes of this college were an
outrage on the intelligent people of the province, four-fifths of
whom were not adherents of the Church of England and had not
the the slightest idea of ever becoming so. In 1805, the Rev. Mr.
MecCulloch, an able young Scotch Presbyterian clergyman, well
known through a long and busy life in Nova Scotia as the Rev. Dr.
MecCulloch, conceived the idea of founding an academy at Pictou,
that should be open to the whole province without any restriction
of creed. For this purpose an appeal for funds was made to the
legislature, in the popular branch of which it naturally met with
a cordial response. In the Council, however, it was bitterly op-
posed and for fifteen long years this opposition was vigorously
kept up. At last, however, the Home Government was obliged to
step in and administer to the Council a stinging rebuke, and the
body thereupon yielded through fear what it had so long refused
on the ground of justice and right.

During this protracted struggle some of the best speeches of
the House of Assembly were made in favor of the undenomina-
tional academy, and in its progress the people and the people’s
party learned not only to understand but boldly to claim their
inalienable rights. The men who, as representatives of the peo-
ple, may be named as constituting the earliest nucleus of the
liberal party in Nova Scotia, besides Mr. Tonge, were Samuel
George William Archibald, Edward Mortimer, Simon Bradstreet
Robie, and William Lawson, but as time went on other notable
men became its champions and friends.

In the ten years between 1830 and 1840, popular feeling in all
the provinces of what is now the Dominion of Canada ran very
high. In Ontario, which had been settled chiefly by Loyalists, a
life and death struggle went on between the two branches of the
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legislature, which was made still more bitter by the controversy
over the Clergy Reserve I'und, the Loyalists generally having a
bigoted attachment to the English Church. In Quebec large and
excited meetings were held, the young French Canadians banding
themselves into societies called ‘‘Sons of Liberty,”” whose aim
was to limit the Counecil’s prerogative and extend the people’s
power. At last the struggle passed into the rebellion of 1837,
which culminated in the attempt of the liberals to seize Toronto,
and the fierce engagements of St. Denis, St. Charles, and Bois
Blanc. In the Maritime provinces the opposition, though not con-
ducted with outward violence, as we have said, was no less per-
sistent and strong.

In 1836 Sir Colin Campbell was governor of Nova Scotia. He
was a stern, arbitrary soldier, accustomed to command, nnused to
argue, and so very poorly fitted to govern a province where such
a fire of popular discontent had already begun to burn. His sym-
pathies were naturally with the Council and against the people,
and under his administration things rapidly got worse and worse.
At this juncture, in 1837, the Honourable Joseph Howe was elect-
ed to the House of Assembly, and his commanding abilities, his
utterly fearless championship of all liberal measures, and the de-
termined scorn with which he treated the prerogatives of the
Council raised him at once to a position of eminence in the poli-
tics of the province such as no party leader before his time had
ever had.!

Mr. Howe’s actual leadership of the liberal party in Nova
Scotia began with the publication in his newspaper the Nowva
Scotian of an article charging the magistrates of Halifax with
gross corruption and neglect of duty. Being prosecuted for libel

1. The Hon. Joseph Howe, Nova Scotia’s ablest statesman, was the son of
the Loyalist, John Howe, of Boston, who before the Revolution was editor with
Mrs. Draper of the Massachusetts Gazette and Boston News-Letter. Coming with
Howe’s fleet in 1776, John Howe settled permanently in Halifax, where in 1781 he
established the Halifax Journal and became King’s Printer. He died in 1833, in
his 82d year. His other sons besides Hon. Joseph Howe were William, who was
Assistant Commissary General at Halifax, John, Jr.,, who became King’s Printer
and Deputy Post-Master General, and David, who published a newspaper at St.
Andrews, New Brunswick.

A very important biography of Hon. Joseph Howe was published by the Hon.
Mr. Justice James Wilberforce Longley, D. C. L., of the Supreme Bench of
Nova Scotia, in 1006, in a series known as “Makers of Canada.” Morang and
Co., Toronto; pp. 307.
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he ably conducted his own defence, and on his triumphant ac-
quittal by the jury at once proceeded to attack still further the
venerable abuses in the government. In a short time he boldly
arraigned the Council itself, and for many years, even after re-
sponsible government was secured, continued eloquently and ably
to fight for reform and to advocate progressive measures, as
against the party of ancient privilege, who nowhere believe that
“‘the voice of the people is the will of God.”” From this time,
on all popular questions, whether national or local, questions of
the reconstruction of government, the opening of mines, the
building of railways, education, the tariff, confederation, Mr.
Howe was the acknowledged leader of the people’s party, and
his views the conservatives found it hard to combat. Unless it be
the late Rt. Hon. Sir Charles Tupper, Bart., whose statesman-
ship was undoubtedly of a very high order and whose political
carecr was exceptionally able, no Nova Scotian has so distinguish-
ed himself in political life as the Honourable Joseph Howe.

In the session of 1837, the Assembly, led by Mr. Howe, formu-
lated an address to the throne, in which with many professions
of loyalty to the Supreme Authority, its members stated the
grievances of the colony they represented and proposed a remedy.
In the infancy of this colony, they said, its whole government was
necessarily vested in a Governor and Council; and even after
a Representative Assembly was granted, the practice of choos-
ing members of Council almost exelusively from the heads of
departments, and from among persons resident in the capital,
had been still pursued. With a single exception, they added, this
course had been continued for thirty years, and the praectical
effects of the system had been in the highest degree injurious
to the best interests of the country, ‘‘inasmuch as one entire
branch of the legislature had generally been composed of men,
who, from a deficiency of local knowledge, or from the natural
bias incident to their official stations, were not qualified to decide
upon the wants or just claims of the people; by which the efforts
of the representative branch were, in many instances, neutralized,
or rendered of no avail.”” Among the many proofs that might be
adduced of the evils arising from the imperfect structure of the
upper branch of the legislature, they said, it was only necessary



Tlite HISTORY OFF HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA 33

to refer ‘“to the unsuccessful efforts of the Assembly to extend
to the out-ports the advantages of foreign trade; to the enormous
sums which it was compelled, after a long struggle, to resign,
for the support of the Customs establishment; to the difficulties
thrown in the way of a just and liberal system of education;’’ and
to recent abortive attempts it had made ‘“‘to abolish the uncon-
stitutional and obnoxious fees taken by the judges of the Supreme
Court.”’

After setting forth the injustice of the Anglican Church alone
having representation in the Council, the Bishop having since
1809 belonged to the bedy while no other denomination of Chris-
tians had been allowed representation therein; and in other ways
illustrating the evils that existed, the address stiil further urged
that while the House had a due reverence for British institutions,
and a desire to preserve to the people the advantages of the con-
stitution under which the inhabitants of the British Isles had
enjoyed so much prosperity and happiness, its framers were
obliged to feel that Nova Seotians participated but slightly in
these advantages. The spirit of the British constitution, the
genius of British institutions, was complete responsibility to the
people, by whose resources and for whose benefit they were main-
tained. But in Nova Scotia the pecople were powerless, since
even with a Representative Assembly, upon the actual governing
body of the province they exercised very little influence, and
over its final action had absolutely no control. In England the
people by one vote of their representatives could change the
ministry and alter any course of policy they found injurious to
their interests; in Nova Scotia ‘‘the ministry were his Majesty’s
Council, combining legislative, judicial, and executive powers,
holding their seats for life, though nominally at the pleasure of
the Crown, and often treating with entire indifference the wishes
of the people and the representations of the lower house.”” As
a remedy for the evils under which they groaned the petitioners
implored the King ‘‘to grant them an elective legislative council;
or to separate the executive from the legislative, providing for
a just representation of all the great interests of the province in
both, and by the introduction into the former of some members
of the popular branch, and by otherwise securing responsibility
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to the representatives, to confer upon the people of the province
what they valued above all other possessions, the blessings of the
British constitution.

Upon the British government and upon Lord Glenelg, then at
the head of the Colonial Office, this address had the desired effect,
and in answer, the Colonial minister forwarded two dispatches
to Sir Colin Campbell, in which he declared the sovereign’s cheer-
ful assent to the greater part of the measures of the House, and
stated that his Majesty was convinced that they would be condu-
cive alike to the honour of the Crown and to the welfare of his
faithful subjects.

Having no alternative, the Governor now set to work to reor-
ganize the legislature, and before the opening of the session of
1838 the old Council of Twelve had given place to a Legislative
Council, including nineteen members, sitting with open doors;
and an Executive Council, consisting of the old number of twelve.
Of the latter Council, four sat in the lower house, and two or
three in the upper, but the body which ‘‘after a fashion was
charged with the administration of affairs,’’? acknowledged no
responsibility whatever to the Assembly.

Through some mistake of the Home Government, the instruc-
tions sent to Lord Durham, the Governor-General, on the matter
of the Council, differed materially from those sent to Sir Colin
Campbell. By Lord Durham’s commission, the Executive Coun-
cil was to be limited to nine members, and the Legislative Coun-
cil to fifteen. Consequently, before the close of the session, the
two councils were dissolved, and two others by proclamation ap-
pointed in their stead. When the appointments to these new coun-
cils became known, it was found that Mr. Huntington, the only
liberal in the ¥ixecutive had been left out, and that the Legislative
Council contained a ‘‘ packed and determined’’ majority hostile to
responsible government.

Nothing could have been more flagrantly opposed to the spirit
of Lord Glenelg’s dispatches than such a policy as this, and the
liberal party, with Mr. Howe at their head, at once began to wage
relentless warfare upon it. In 1839 Lord Durham’s famous re-
port as Governor-General of Canada suggested to the Home Gov-

2. Hon. William Annand, in “Howe’s Speeches and Public Letters.”
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ernment a union of all the British American provinces, and the
establishment throughout this confederation of responsible gov-
ernment. The same year Lord John Russell became Colonial Sec-
retary and entered at once with vigor into the affairs of his de-
partment, one of his first acts being the appointient to the gov-
ernor-generalship of Canada of Mr., Poulett Thompson (after-
wards Lord Sydenham), in place of Lord Durham, who had sud-
denly withdrawn. Soon after Mr. Thompson came out, Lord John
sent him dispatches relative to his government of the Canadas
and the Maritime Provinces, which under Lord Dorchester, in
1786, had all been included in one general government. These
dispatches were dated October 14th, 1839, and two days later
were followed by further dispatches from the Colonial Secretary
to all the governors of the British North American colonies, lay-
ing down certain rules thereafter to be enforced, regarding the
tenure of office of colonial officials. These new dispatches which
were wholly in the spirit of Lord Durham’s report, and were
much less guarded than those sent two days earlier to Mr. Thomp-
son, declared that offices were no longer to be held for life, that
all officials were expeected to retire fromn the public service as often
as any motives of publie policy might seem to make such a course
expedient, and that a change in the person of the governor would
be considered as sufficiently warranting the removal of any one
from office. The new policy was not to extend to ministerial or
judicial offices, but was distinetly to apply to heads of depart-
ments. .

In New Brunswick the dispatches of Lord John were com-
mended by Sir John Harvey, then governor of that province, al-
though they displeased his Council, but in Nova Scotia Sir Colin
Campbell shamelessly suppressed them. It is true he introduced
three new members of the House of Assembly into the Couneil,
but they were from the party of the minority in the House, and
their elevation tended rather to increase than to lessen the popu-
lar bitterness. When the House met in 1840, led by Mr. Howe
its members passed resolutions stating their grievances and de-
claring that the Counecil as it was then constituted did not possess
the confidence of the House. These resolutions were sent to the
governor, who as might have been expected treated them with lit-
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tle respect, in the course of correspondence taking occasion to
affirm his own entire satisfaction with his advisers of the Couneil.
The House had now gone too far to recede, and accordingly felt
that it must take the strong measure of asking the Home Govern-
ment for Sir Colin’s recall. In the course of the summer of 1840,
the Governor General came to Halifax to look into affairs, and in
September Sir Colin Campbell was summoned home and Vis-
count Falkland (whose wife was Amelia Fitz-Clarence, one of the
natural daughters of King William the Fourth) was sent out in
his place. A few weeks later five of the members of the Executive
Couneil sent in their resignations, and three liberal members of
the Assembly, selected by the Colonial Office, Messrs. S. G. W.
Archibald, James B. Uniacke, men of rather moderate views, and
Joseph Howe, were appointed in their place.

In November a general election came on, which was fought
along the old lines of the Council and the Assembly, but the com-
promise that had lately been effected robbed party feeling of
somewhat of its usual virulence, and in the election returns it was
seen that the constitution of the new Assembly differed very
little from that of the one that had sat for the past four years.
Mr. Howe’s aceeptance of a place in the Kxecutive Council while
that body was still irresponsible, has been variously commented
upon by his biographers, but the truth undoubtedly was that he
felt the necessity of accepting any concession that conld be wrung
from the party of the Council, while he still hoped and intended
to agitate for better things. Lord Falkland’s administration
began favorably for the liberal party, but before long it was
discovered that the governor was much more in sympathy with
the opponents than with the friends of responsible government.
Accordingly, party strife ran even higher than in the time of Sir
Colin Campbell, for with every year the people of the province
at large had Lecome more imbued with liberal sentiments and
more bitter against exclusiveness and ancient prerogative in
the administration of public affairs. After three years, Mr.
Howe and his sympathizers resigned from the Council, and it was
not until Lord Falkland had left the provinee he had so sadly mis-
governed, and the much wiser Sir John Harvey had taken his
place, that order began to come out of the political chaos that had
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so long reigned. During the last years of his rule Lord Falkland
was continually the butt of Mr. Howe’s brilliant sarcasm, while
by the people at large, in several portions of the province, he was
respectfully but pointedly told in public addresses that his in-
fluence as governor was completely gone.

At last, in August, 1847, another general election was held, and
a strong majority of liberals was returned. The administration
was defeated in Halifax, and in many of the more populous and
important counties of the province, and when in January the ses-
sicn of 1848 began, the contest over the speakership resulted in a
victory for the liberals, Mr. Young, afterwards Sir William
Young, being elected to the chair. Almost immediately a motion
of want of confidence in the Executive Council was made by Mr.
Uniacke, the debate on which lasted for two days; then the house
divided and the motion was carried by a majority of twenty-eight
to twenty-one. In accordance with the practice in the English
Parliament, a new cabinet was now formed, the members of which
were, the Honourables James B. Uniacke, Michael Tobin, Hugh
Bell, Joseph Howe, James McNab, Herbert Huntington, William
F. DesBarres, Lawrence O’Connor Doyle, and George R. Young.
On Mr. Howe was conferred the office of provincial secretary,
which for some time previously Sir Rupert Dennis George had
filled, while to Mr. Uniacke was given the attorney-generalship,
and to Mr. DesBarres the solicitor-generalship. For the first time
in Nova Scotia history the liberals now surrounded the lieuten-
ant-governor and had free access to the Colonial Office, and at
last and forever the old system of prerogative was done. ‘‘Re-
sponsible government,’’ says Mr. Annand, ‘‘was secured to
British America. Principles and rules of administration, de-
fined and illustrated by the conflicts of the past four years, were
clearly apprchended, and could be mis-stated and mystified no
longer. The right of any party commanding a parliamentary
majority to form a Cabinet, and administer public affairs; the
right of ministers to be consulted, to resign when they were not,
and to go into opposition without injury to the prerogative; in
fact, nearly all the points upon which there had been so much
controversy, were now settled and disposed of.”’

So came into being Nova Scotia’s present system of local gov-
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ernment, the Legislative Council being appointed for life, indeed,
by the exceutive head of the province, but with greatly limited
powers; the Executive Council being drawn chiefly from the up-
per and lower houses; the heads of departments, who correspond
to the Cabinet in the government of the United States, unlike the
members of the United States Cabinet being also representatives
of the people and in the event of a defeat of the government being
obliged to refer again to the polls.

The leading opponent of Mr. ITowe in the long struggle between
the two branches of the legislature was Mr. James William John-
stone, successively a member of the House of Assembly, a member
of the Council, Solicitor-General, and Judge in Equity. Like Mr.
Howe, in his last days when the heat of party strife was past,
he was appointed to the governorship of the province, although
he did not live to take office. Ile was the son of Captain William
Martin and Elizabeth Lichtenstein Johnston, formerly of the
State of Georgia, but long settled in the island of Jamaica, in
which West India island, on the 29th of Aungust, 1792, James Wil-
liam Johnstone was born. Coming to Nova Scotia in early life
he studied law and was admitted to the bar, and when at last
he rose to the Couneil, from his position on that board he watched
eagerly the movement in favour of responsible government. Con-
servative by nature and a thorough aristoerat, he soon came out
boldly in opposition to the popular movement, and from that time
on, for many years, he and Mr. Howe were bitter opponents in
general political affairs.

One of the earliest acts of Governor Cornwallis after his arriv-
al, with the approval of the Council he had appointed, was to
make provision for an established Judiciary. In pursuance of
this measure he appointed a Committee of Council to examine the
various legal systems in force in the other American Colonies and
report on their fitness for Nova Scotia’s needs. On the thirteenth
of December (1749), Hon. Benjamin Green reported that after
careful investigation the committee had decided that the laws of
Virginia were most applicable to the case in hand, and his report
was adopted. This report, says Dr. Akins, ‘‘referred principally to
the judicial proceedings in the General Courts, the County Courts,
and other tribunals.”” “‘The first thing I set about after the de-
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parture of the Charlton, writes the Governor in March, 1750,
was to establish the courts of judicature,”’ and later in the year
he says that it gives him great satisfaction to find that the Lords
of Trade approve of the way in which he has established the
courts. These earliest Nova Scotia courts were three: a Court of
General Sessions, having powers like those of similar courts in
England; a County Court, having jurisdiction over the
whole provinee, which then comprised but one county, the mem-
bers of which were men in the Commission of the Peace at Hali-
fax; and a General Court, or Court of Assize and General Jail
Delivery, in which for the time being the Governor and Council
sat as judges. The County Court sat monthly, and except in
criminal matters was invested with all the powers of the Court of
King’s Bench, Common Pleas, and Exchequer, without limitation
of sums, or restriction as to the nature of the action; either of
the litigating parties, however, having the right, after judgment,
to carry the cause by appeal into the General Court and there ob-
tain a trial de novo. 'The General Court was held twice a year,
in April and October, and with a jury tried all criminal offences,
and appeals from the County Court in which the sum in dispute
exceeded five pounds. It lasted, however, only until 1752, when
a Court of Common Pleas was erected in its stead upon the plan
of Inferior Courts of Common Pleas in New England.® This
Court sat four times a year, its judges being selected from those
judges who had presided in the County Court. Inconveniences
soon arising from the peculiar construction of the General Court,
in 1754, a Chief Justice was appointed, and a Supreme Court, of
which the Chief Justice was the sole judge, was established in
place of the General Court. This Supreme Court was also a
Court of Assize and General Jail Delivery, and its jurisdiction
was in all other respects similar to that of the court whose place
it took.

In 1758, when the House of Assembly was created by a tem-
porary act of the legislature, the practice of the Court of Com-

3. The first persons appointed judges of the Court of Common Pleas were
Messrs. Charles Morris, James Monk, John Duport, Robert Ewer, and Joseph
Scott. John William Hoffman and Leonard Christopher, Esquires, were at the
same time appointed justices of the peace. Of the first list, Charles Morris and
James Monk were Bostonians.
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mon Pleas was changed and a new mode was preseribed, com-
pounded partly from the practice of Massachusetts, and partly
from that of England. Two years later New England people
in large numbers settled in various parts of the province and then
new counties were formed and new courts of Common Pleas were
established. As thus constituted the Nova Scotia Judiciary re-
mained until 1764, when on the advice of the Assembly, seconded
by the Council, Governor Wilmot appointed two assistant judges
for the Supreme Court, with salaries of a hundred pounds each,
which amount was afterward reduced to fifty pounds. The per-
sons appointed were the Honourable Charles Morris, a Bostonian
now active in Nova Scotia, and the Honourable John Duport, both
members of the Council and conspicuously able men. The powers
of these new judges were, however, very limited, they were not
permitted to try a cause except with the Chief Justice, or even
to open or adjourn a court without his presence or concurrence.
In 1770, Judge Duport was created Chief Justice of Prince Ed-
ward Island, and Mr. Isaac Deschamps, one of the first judges of
the Court of Common Pleas for King’s County, was appointed to
the judgeship he had left. Mr. Morris, however, retained his
judgeship until his death in 1781.

In 1774 an act was passed for the establishment of circuits in
the province, which authorized the holding of courts at Horton,
Annapolis, and Cumberland, to sit not beyond five days at each
of these places. At these courts two judges were required to be
present. The terms at Halifax were fourteen days each, the court,
however, having liberty to continue six days longer if necessity
required. Another act of the legislature, in 1809, raised the
salaries of the assistant judges of the Supreme Court from four
hundred to five hundred pounds currency each, besides travel-
ling fees, and increased their number from two to three. Accord-
ingly, the next year the Governor, Sir George Prevost, appointed
as the third assistant judge, Mr. Foster Hutchinson, another
Bostonian, now senior barrister of the Nova Scotia bar and a
member of the House of Assembly. In 1816 an act was passed
to appoint an associate judge on the circuits of the Supreme
Court, and in pursnance of the act, Peleg Wiswall, Esquire, also
of a New England family, was given a judgeship. At the same
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time Mr. Lewis Morris Wilkins, a native of New York, was ap-
pointed to a judgeship of the Supreme Court in place of Judge
George Henry Monk, who had resigned.

In 1758 there were also in existence in Halifax a Probate Court,
an Admiralty Court of Appeals, and a Court of Vice Admiralty,
of which the Hon. John Collier was the judge. The judges of
the Court of Common Pleas in this year were Charles Morris,
James Monk, John Duport, Joseph Gerrish, and ¥.dmund Craw-
ley, the first of whom received a salary of sixty pounds, the others
forty pounds each. Three years later Joseph Winniett, George
Dyson, and Henry Kvans, Esquires, were named as judges of a
similar court for Annapolis County, and Isaac Deschamps, Henry
Denny Denson, and Robert Denison, Esquires, for the County of
King’s. The first Halifax court house stood at the corner of
Buckingham and Argyle streets, but the building was destroyed

by fire in 1783.%
In reading of the appointments to chief places in the early Nova

Scotia judiciary, we see at a glance how preponderatingly large
is the number of New England names in the list. Charles Morris,
James Monk, Joseph Gerrish, and Foster Hutchinson, were all
representatives of important Boston families. Henry Evans,
Peleg Wiswall, Robert Denison and others, in various parts of the
province, were also all conspicuous New England born men.®

Of Judge Foster Hutchinson, it is interesting to note that he
was a son of Judge Foster Hutchinson of Boston, one of the five
judges of the Superior Court of Massachusetts at the outbreak
of the Revolution; and a nephew of Governor Thomas Hutchin-
son. The senior Judge Foster Hutchinson, who married, April
twelfth, 1750, Margaret Mascarene, daughter of Major Paul
Mascarene, came to Halifax with his family in 1776, his son Fos-
ter, being then probably in his fifteenth year. The Senior Judge
Hutchinson died at Halifax in 1799, but his son rose to as great

4. A tablet has lately been placed on a building now on the spot, to commem-
orate the fact of the court-house having been there. The statement, however, has
been made in print that “as late as 1803” the courts, and the legislative assembly as
well, met in a large wooden building owned by Hon. Thomas Cochran and his
brothers, which stood where the Post Office now stands.

5. Judge Lewis Morris Wilkins, however, as we have said, was of a noted
New York family, his father being Mr. (afterward the Rev.) Isaac Wilkins, the
Loyalist, whose life as a clergyman was spent at Westchester, New York.
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prominence in Nova Scotia as his father had enjoyed in Massa-
chusetts, serving as representative in the legislature for Halifax
town, as senior member of the bar receiving a judgeship in 1810,
and being admitted to the Council in 1813. The testimony of Sir
George Prevost, the governor, concerning Hutchinson was, that
he was ‘“‘learned in the law, of good estate, and irreproachable
character,’”” and Mr. Beamish Murdoch exalts him as ‘‘a polished
and truly amiable gentleman and a man of remarkable integrity,’’
his tastes also being ‘‘classical and refined.”” Hutchinson, how-
ever, was not robust and he did not live long to enjoy the dignity
of the bench. He died in Halifax, unmarried, in 1815, in his fifty-
fourth year, and his seat on the Supreme Court bench was given
to the Solicitor-General, Mr. James Stewart.®

The complete organization of the Nova Scotia Judiciary was
effected, as we have seen, in 1754, by the appointment of a Chief
Justice and the establishment of a Supreme Court. The first
Chief Justice of the province was a Boston born lawyer, Mr.
Jonathan Belcher, second son of the Honourable Jonathan Bel-
cher, of Boston, who was successively governor of Massa-
chusetts and New Jersey, and his first wife, Mary Part-
ridge, daughter of a lieutenant-governor of the province of
New Hampshire. The Nova Scotia Chief Justice was born
in Boston, July twenty-third, 1710, and was graduated at Har-
vard College in 1728, after this going to the Middle Temple
in London to study law. In January, 1733, still of the Temple, he
was made a master of arts by Cambridge University, and sooner
or later he seems to have gone to Ireland to practice his pro-
fession there. In the Halifax Gazette of Saturday, June eighth,
1754, we find a dispatch from Boston which gives an extract from
a letter from London, dated March nineteenth of that year, con-
taining the announcement that ¢‘Jonathan Belcher, Esq., Son of
his Tixcellency Governor Belcher, is appointed Chief Justice of
Nova Scotia, with a Salary of Five Hundred Pounds Sterling per

6. Of Judge Foster Hutchinson, Senior, Murdoch says (Vol. 2, pp. 575, 576) :
“Mr. Hutchinson, late a judge in Massachusetts, who came here on the evacuation
of Boston, had some very treasonable addresses reprinted in the Halifax news-
paper, thinking to excite the resentment of the people of Nova Scotia by showing
the openly avowed rebellion of New England. The Council disapproved of this

course and Mr. Hutchinson apologized. A proclamation was then ordered to for-
bid the reprinting treasonable documents.”
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Annum, and is expected here [Boston] from Ireland very soon,
to embark for that Place.”” On Monday, October fourteenth,
having arrived from Boston, Belcher was sworn in Halifax a
member of the Council, and a week later he took the oath of office
as Chief Justice.”

““On Monday, 14th October,”’ says Mr. Beamish Murdoch,
““Jonathan Belcher, the newly appointed Chief Justice of the
Provinee, was (by his Majesty’s mandamus) sworn in as a mem-
ber of the Council; after which the Council adjourned to the
Court House, where, after proclamation made for silence, the
King’s commission appointing Charles Lawrence lieutenant-gov-
ernor was read in public. He was sworn in and took the chair.
The Council addressed him in congratulation and he made a suit-
able reply. A commission by patent for the Chief Justice was
prepared, and on the 21st October (Monday) it was read in Coun-
cil, and the Chief Justice took the usual oaths and oath of office.
On the first day of Michaelmas term, Chief Justice Belcher walked
in a procession from the governor’s house to the Pontac, a tavern.
He was accompanied by the Lieutenant-Governor, Lawrence, the
members of the Council, and the gentlemen of the Bar in their
robes. They were preceded by the Provost Marshal, the Judge’s
tipstaff, and other civil officers. At the long room of the Pontac
an elegant breakfast was provided. The Chief Justice in his
scarlet robes was there received and complimented ‘in the politest
manner’ by a great number of gentlemen and ladies and officers
of the army.

‘‘Breakfast being over they proceeded, with the commission
carried before them, to the church (St. Paul’s), where the Rever-
end Mr. Breynton preached from this text: ‘I am one of them that
are peaceable and faithful in Israel.” A suitable anthem was
sung. After this they proceeded to the Court House, handsomely
fitted up for the occasion. The Chief Justice took his seat under
a canopy, with the Lieutenant-Governor on his right hand. The

7. Various brief sketches of Chief Justice Belcher have from time to time ap-
peared in print, but a much longer and by far the most valuable sketch of him is
by the Hon. Sir Charles Townshend, Kt., whose own Chief-Justiceship of Nova
Scotia lasted from 1907 until 1915. Sir Charles was the eleventh Chief Justice of
Nova Scotia. His successor is the Hon. Chief Justice Graham. Sir Charles’s bi-

ography of Chief Justice Belcher will be found in the eighteenth volume of the
“Collections of the Nova Scotia Historical Society,” pp. 25-55.
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(Clerk of the Crown then presented the commission to Mr. Belcher,
which he returned. Proclamation for silence was made. Belcher
gave some directions for the conduct of practitioners. The grand
jury was sworn and the Chief Justice delivered his charge to
them. After this the court adjourned and his Honor the Chief
Justice, accompanied and attended before, went back to the Gov-
ernor’s house.”’

A few days after these elaborate ceremonies, the Chief Justice
went in his judge’s robes, attended by the members of the Bar,
the Grand Jury, and the various court officers, to Governor Law-
rence’s house and in his own name and the names of those who
were with him congratulated Lawrence on his appointment to the
governorship. To the address Lawrence replied that the Judiciary
would have his full support in the performance of their funections,
the law, he said, being ‘‘the firm and solid basis of civil society,
the guardian of liberty, the protector of the innocent, the terror
of the guilty, and the scourge of the wicked.”’

The influence of Chief Justice Beleher in Nova Scotia was far-
reaching and wide. The early enactments of the legislature which
form the groundwork of the statutes of the province and make
the basis of the legal order which has been in force there ever
since, were all prepared by him, and there was no important ques-
tion of government during his control of the Judiciary that he did
not in some way influence. On the death of Governor Lawrence
in October, 1760, as president of the Council he for a short time
administered the government, and then, the newly appointed gov-
ernor, Henry Ellis, formerly Governor of Georgia, for some rea-
son not coming to his post, on the twenty-first of November, 1760,
he was formally created lieutenant-governor. Chief Justice Bel-
cher’s greatest achievement for Nova Secotia, however, apart from
his able control of her Judiciary, was his successful appeal to the
Home Government for a Representative Assembly for the prov-
ince. Asearly as 1755 the question of the legality of statutes made
for the province by the Governor and Council alone was vigorous-
ly raised by Mr. Belcher. ‘‘Lawrence and his predecessors in of-
fice,”” says Sir Charles Townshend, ‘‘with the approbation of the
Council had passed large numbers of laws, or as they were styled
ordinances, for the government of the settlement. They had
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furthermore put these ordinances in force as a Court, and adju-
dicated on the rights and controversies of the settlers so far as
these ordinances applied to thermn. They had even tried, con-
victed, and hanged one man under such authority. All these acts
and proceedings were in good faith believed by them to be author-
ized by the Governor’s Commission and the Royal Instructions.
Belcher took exception to such a construction, and contended that
laws could be made only by the representatives of the people duly
elected, and urged upon the Council the necessity of calling a
Representative Assembly for that purpose. Lawrence and pre-
sumably other members of the Council were opposed to that view.
Finally the whole matter was referred to the Home Authorities.”’

As a matter of course the Lords of Trade gave the matter under
such serious discussion in Halifax their immediate attention, and
on the seventh of May, 1755, they wrote Governor Lawrence
that they had received from both the attorney-general and the
solicitor-general of England an unqualified decision that laws as
then made in Nova Scotia were not valid, and they directed the
governor to take steps to call a representative assembly. Fear-
ing that such an assembly would embarrass him in his govern-
ment of the province, Lawrence remonstrated, but at last, after
much debate, in January, 1757, a detailed plan® was resolved on in

8. The chief provisions of the submitted plan were as follows:—“That a House
of Representatives of the inhabitants of this province be the Civil Legislature
thereof, in conjunction with H. M. Governor or Commander-in-Chief for the
time being, and His Majesty’s Council of the said province.

“The first House to be elected and convened in the following manner and to
be styled the General Assembly, viz: That there shall be elected for the province
at large, until the same shall be divided into counties, sixteen members; four be-
ing for the township of Halifax, two for the township of Lunenburg.

“That until the said township can be more particularly described, the limits
thereof shall be deemed to be as follows, viz.: That the township of Halifax com-
prehend all the lands lying southerly of a line extending from the westernmost
head of Bedford Bason across to the northeasterly head of St. Margaret’s Bay, with
all the islands nearest to the said lands, together with the islands called Corn-
Wallis’, Webb’s and Rous’ islands. That the township of Lunesburg compre-
hend all the lands lying between Lahave river and the easternmost head of Mahone
Bay, with all the islands within said bay, and all the islands within Mirligash Bay,
and those islands lying to the southward of the above limits.

“That when fifty qualified electors shall be settled at Pisiquid, Mines, Cobe-
quid, or any other township which may hereafter be erected, each of the said
townships so settled shall, for their encouragement, be entitled to send two repre-
sentatives to the General Assembly, and shall likewise have a right of voting in the
elections of representatives for the province at large.

“That the house shall always consist of at least eleven members present, be-
sides the speaker, before they enter upon business. That no person shall be
chosen as a member of the said house, or shall have the right of voting in the
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Council, and the second of Oetober, 1758, nineteen duly elected
representatives of the people, pursuant to a summons from the
Provost Marshal or Sheriff, convened in the first Nova Scotia
Assembly. The newly elected members were: Joseph Gerrish,
Robert Sanderson, Henry Newton, William Foye, Willitam Nes-
bitt, and Joseph Rundell, Esquires; and Jonathan Binney, Henry
Ferguson, George Suekling, John Burbridge, Robert Campbell,
William Pantree, Joseph Fairbanks, Philip Hammond, John
Fillis, Lambert Folkers, Philip Knaut, William Best, and Alex-
ander Kedie, gentlemen,—five of whom in the first group, Ger-
rish, Sanderson, Newton, Foye, and Rundell (as seems prob-
able), and at least six in the second, Binney, Campbell, Pan-
tree, Fairbanks, Hammond, and Fillis, were New England, ehiefly
Boston born, men. Of the remaining eight, some were English-
men, and some were Germans who had come to Halifax shortly
after the first group of English settlers came. The speaker chosen

election of any member of said house, who shall be a Popish recusant, or shall be
under the age of twenty-one years, or who shall not at the time of such election, be
possessed in his own right, of a freehold estate within the district for which he
shall be elected, or shall so vote; nor shall any elector have more than one vote
for each member to be chosen for the province at large, or for any township, and
that each freeholder present at such election, and giving his vote for one mem-
ber for the province at large, shall be obliged to vote also for the other fifteen.”

The scheme proposed four members for the township of Halifax, two for
Lunenburg, one each for Dartmouth, Lawrencetown, Annapolis, and Cum-
berland, and twelve for the province at large. (See Murdoch’s “History of Nova
Scotia,” Vol. 2, p. 234). The correspondence between the Governor and the Lords
of Trade relative to the Assembly will be found in the first volume of the “Nova
Scotia Archives.” The proposed plan was formally accepted by the Governor and
Council, but the Governor and the Lieutenant Governor being about to leave for
Louisburg, it was agreed that the Assembly should not be convened until October.
The nineteen members, immediately after they convened elected three of their
number, Messrs. Nesbitt, Newton, and Rundel, to wait on the Governor. The lat-
ter then appointed two members of the Council, Messrs. Green and Morris, to swear
them in. After the oaths had been administered his Excellency requested the pres-
ence of the members at Government House, where they found the Governor sitting
with the Council. They then proceeded to choose a speaker. The minor officers of
the House were David Lloyd, clerk, William Reynolds, doorkeeper, and John Cal-
beck, messenger.

The New England members in the Second Assembly of the province, which
met for the first time in December, 1759, were: Henry Newton, Jonathan Binney,
Malachy Salter, Benjamin Gerrish, Capt. Charles Proctor, Col. Jonathan Hoar,
John Newton, Capt. Simon Slocomb, Col. Joseph Fry, and John Huston.

Among Governor Cornwallis’s first councillors, it will be remembered, were at
least three Massachusetts men, John Gorham, Benjamin Green, and Edward How.
By 1758, two others from Massachusetts had been added to the list, Messrs. Jona-
than Belcher and Charles Morris. For Charles Morris, see the writer’s sketch of
him in the “N. E. Hist. and Gen. Register,” Vol. 67, pp. 287-200. For Hibbert
Newton and his family, see the writer’s sketch in the same periodical, Vol. 68, pp.
101-103.
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was Robert Sanderson, who had been a merchant in Boston and
was now a merchant and ship-owner in Halifax. He was without
doubt a grandson of Robert Sanderson, silversmith, of Boston, a
deacon of the First Church, who with .JJohn Hull was given charge
of the first coinage of shillings, sixpences, and threepences in the
Colony of Massachusetts Bay, in 1652.

Chief-Justice Belcher’s tenure of office as lieutenant-governor
of Nova Scotia lasted only from November, 1761, until Septem-
ber twenty-sixth, 1762, when Col. the Honorable Montague Wil-
mot assumed the office. But until his death, which occurred on
the twenty-ninth of March, 1776, the Chief-Justice’s interest was
unremitting in public affairs. In the expulsion of the Acadians
from the province in 1755, and the subsequent settlement of the
lands from which they had been removed and the lands never
previously occupied by KEuropean inhabitants ; in defending Hali-
fax from possible attack by the French; in regulation of Nova
Scotia’s commerce; and in the settlement of no end of local dis-
putes, Mr. Belcher’s voice was persistently raised and his influ-
ence strongly felt. ‘‘Although from all that is known of him,”’
says Sir Charles Townshend, ‘‘it would seem that he was a man
of strong will, and possibly of despotic temperament, against that
it must be remembered that in the rude and unsettled state of the
Province, and the constant peril and danger surrounding the
country, first from the French and Indians, and afterward from
the outbreak of the American Revolution, a strong and fearless
man in office was required.’”’ T think it is a fair deduction from all
we know of him,’’ he continues, ‘‘that he was a man of pure and
elevated character, that he devoted himself to the land of his
adoption with zeal and energy, and that to his great learning and
his determination we are largely, perhaps chiefly, indebted for
our constitutional rights and for the law and order which have
prevailed in Nova Scotia from the first.””®

Chief-Justice Belcher’s house in Halifax, was somewhere in
Argyle Street, but he also owned a farm at Windsor, which was
known as ‘‘Belvidere Farm.”’ He was more or less interested in
shipping, and he had grants of land at Sheet Harbour and possi-

9. “Jonathan Belcher, the First Chief Justice” by Sir Charles Townshend, in
the “Collections of the Nova Scotia Historical Society,” Vol. 18, pp. 35, 52.
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bly other places, but lie never amassed wealth and sometime after
his death his only surviving daughter was granted for her partial
support a pension of fifty pounds a year. On the thirty-first of
March, 1776, he was buried under St. Paul’s Church. It is com-
monly believed that in the Revolution, of which he lived to see
the earlier events, his sympathies were decidedly with his New
England friends who had espoused the patriot cause. He was
succeeded in the office of Chief Justice by Bryan Finucane, Esq.,
an Irish barrister, who assumed the office early in 1778, but be-
tween his death and the arrival in Halifax of Mr. Finucane the of-
fice was temporarily filled by the Hon. Charles Morris.*®
Between 1778 and 1797 four Chief Justices in sucecession ad-
ministered the chief judicial affairs of Nova Scotia, Messrs.
Bryan Finucane, Isaac Deschamps, Jeremiah Pemberton, and
Thomas Andrew Lumisden Strange, none of whom were New
England men, but in the latter year a Boston born lawyer once
more became head of the Provineial Judiciary. On the ninth of
September, 1797, Judge Strange’s resignation was placed before
the Council,** and Sir John Wentworth, who was then governor,
stated that he had His Majesty’s approval to make the Attorney
General, Mr. Sampson Salter Blowers, Chief Justice. Sampson
Salter Blowers, son of John Blowers, goldsmith, and his wife
Saral Salter, was born in Boston, March tenth, 1742 (of our

10. In his interesting sketch of Chief Justice Belcher, Sir Charles Town-
shend speaks of the handsome equipment of the Chief Justice's house and of the
valuable library he owned. “We can fairly presume,” he adds that at his hospitable
board many of the notable men who lived in and visited Halifax were worthily
entertained.”

The Belcher family was continued for some years in Halifax by the Chief
Justice’s only living son, Hon. Andrew Belcher, who married in Boston Mary Ann
or Marianne Geyer, and among whose children was the distinguished Rear Admir-
al Sir Edward Belcher, K. C. B. In the 18th volume of the “Coll. of the N. S.
Hist. Soc.” the writer has given the name of Mrs. Andrew Belcher as von Geyer,
this is a mistake which has repeatedly been made in print, the name was not a German
but a New England name and sometimes was spelled Gaier, Geier, etc., as well as
Geyer. For Admiral Sir Edward Belcher, see the “Dictionary of National
Biography.”

_ 11. For the life of Chief Justice Strange, see the “Dictionary of National
Bnography.” Strange was knighted March 14, 1798, in which year he was removed
for important judicial service to Madras, India. He was born in England and edu-
cated at Oxford. A portrait of him by Benjamin West was painted for Halifax,
and one for Madras by Sir Thomas Lawrence. Strange died in England, July 16,
1841. A more definite account of his appointment in India than that given in the
Dictionary of National Biography says that he left Nova Scotia having accepted the
appointment of recorder in the fort of St. George, Bombay. Before he left Nova
Scotia he made a present of his law library to the province. This became the nu-
cleus of the present library of the Bar at Halifax.
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present calendar), the youngest but one of five children, four of
whom were girls. For the rather remarkable name he bore he was
indebted to his maternal grandfather, Sampsen Salter, who when
he died in 1778 mentioned him conspicuously in his will.12 At
the age of eleven Blowers entered the Boston Latin Sehool and
and after spending six yvears there, one vear less than the full
course in that school in preparation for college, entered Harvard.
In 1763 he graduated, the twenty-first member in social rank of
a class the whole number of which was thirty-nine, among his
classmates being Jonathan Bliss, afterward Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court of New Brunswick, Nathan Cushing, Judge of the
Superior Court of Massachusetts, Dr. John Jeffries, a notable
Tory, remembered for his halloon flight across the English Chan-
nel on the seventeenth of January, 1785, Nathaniel Noyes, Timo-
thy Pickering, Secretary of State for the United States, Josiah
Quincy, and Joshua Upham, Judge of the Supreme Court of New
Brunswick. After leaving college Blowers studied law in the
office of Governor Thomas Hutchinson, and probably in July,
1766, was admitted to the Massachusetts Bar.

Blowers’s aetivity as a lawyer in Boston is declared by the
large number of cases in whieh the Suffolk Court records show
him to have been concerned, a conspicuous one of these being the
defence of Captain Preston, a British officer, and some other
British soldiers, who had taken part in what is known as the
Boston massacre, in 1770. His colleagues in this case were
Messrs. John Adams and Blowers’s Harvard classmate, Josiah

12. In the Boston fire of 1760, Sampson Salter had a brew-house hurned in
Quaker Lane. Mr. Salter made his will March 31, 1778, (proved April 4, 1778). It
was understood in Boston that he originally intended his grandson to have much
more of his estate than he finally left him, but that he feared that all Blowers had
would be confiscated by the Patriots. For the Blowers family at large, see
Paige’s “History of Cambridge, Mass.,” p. 489. The Blowers descent of Sampson
Salter* Blowers was: John®, Rev. Thomas®, Captain Pyam'. John Blowers and
Sarah Salter were married by Rev. Joshua Gee of the Second Church, Nov. 27,
1735, and had children: Sarah, born Sept. 3, 1736; Martha, Dec. 19, 1738; Emma,
March 12, 1740; Sampson Salter, March 10, 1742; Martha, April 8 1744. The
baptisms of the first three of these children will be found on the Register of the
Second Church, the baptisms of the last two we have not anywhere found. Chief
Justice Sampson Salter Blowers was a second cousin once removed of Chief Jus-
tice Jonathan Belcher of Nova Scotia, and was related, but perhaps even more re-
mo%ely,. to Malachy Salter, one of the most considerable merchants of Halifax in
early times.
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Quincy.’® When the Revolution came, Blowers’s sympathies
were strongly with the British cause and on the thirtieth of May,
1774, with other barristers and attorneys of Massachusetts he
signed a complimentary address to his friend Governor Hut-
chinson, shortly before the latter’s departure for England. In
this year the Massachusetts courts were suspended, and in No-
vember Blowers himself left for England, where with other Loy-
alists besides Hutchinson we find him from shortly before the
first of January, 1775, until August, 1777. Under date of January
third, 1775, Governor Hutchinson records in his diary: ‘‘Three
gentlemen from New Kngland, Ingersoll, Bliss, and Blowers,
came to my house in the evening, with a great number of letters
and papers from my friends.’” Of the fourth of January Hutchin-
son says: ‘‘In the morning accompanied the New England men
to L4 Dartmouth’s, who made a particular enquiry into the af-
fairs of the Province. Bliss gave the fullest account. He was
clear, upon Lord D. asking whether any concession would be like
to satisty, that it would not, and that nothing but a force sufficient
would bring them to order.’’*

Under date of January first, 1776, Judge Samuel Curwen, the
Salem, Massachusetts, refugee, writes in his journal kept in Eng-
land: “‘To the Adelphi, Strand, where by appointment met
twenty-one of my countrymen, who have agreed on a weekly din-
ner here, viz. Messrs. Richard Clark, Joseph Green, Jonathan
Bliss, Jonathan Sewall, Joseph Waldo, S. S. Blowers, Elisha
Hutchinson, William Hutchinson, Samuel Sewall, Samuel Quincy,
Isaac Smith, Harrison Gray, David Greene, Jonathan Clark,
Thomas Flucker, Joseph Taylor, Daniel Silsbee, Thomas Brin-
ley, William Cabot, John S. Copley, and Nathaniel Coffin. Samuel
Porter, Kdward Oxnard, Benjamin Pickman, John Amory, Judge

13. For the prominence of Mr. Blowers as a lawyer in Massachusetts, see
“Record Book of the Suffolk Bar,” in the 19th Vol. of the Proceedings of the
Mass. Hist. Soc. (1st Series), pp. 145, 147, 148, 151, 152. See also Vol. 8, p. 440, and
Vol. 15, pp. 184, 307. See further Suffolk Court Records unprinted; and Blowers’s
own testimony before the commissioner on Loyalist claims at Halifax, in 178s.

14. David Ingersoll, a lawyer, born in 1742, was graduated at Yale College in
1761. He like Blowers addressed Hutchinson in 1774. He was the third son of
Capt. David Ingersoll of Great Barrington, Mass., and practiced law in that town.
He died in England Nov. 10, 1796. Jonathan Bliss, born Oct., 1742, graduated at
Harvard in 1763, and like Ingersoll and Blowers practised law. He settled in New

Brunswick about 1784, and became Chief Justice of that province. He was the
father of Judge William Blowers Bliss of the Nova Scotia Supreme Court.
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Robert Auchmuty, and Major Urquhart, absent, are members of
this club, as is also Governor Hutchinson.’’’® On the eighth of
June, 1776, Judge Curwen writes: ‘‘Dined with Judge Sewall at
Brompton Row; and with him his wife and sister, Mr. Blowers
and wife, Samuel Sewall, and William Browne, was admitted to
the queen’s palace in St. James’s Park.”” March twenty-seventh,
1777, Curwen writes: ‘“Walked out with Judge Sewall and Mr.
A. Willard to Cromwell’s garden, which is in ill repair; drank
tea at the house of the former, and passed the evening with the
" New England Club, say ‘Brompton-Row Tory Club,’ at Mr.
Blowers.”’1¢ '

The date of Blowers’s return to America from his sojourn in
England has usually been given in print as some time in 1778,
but his own statement before the commissioner on Loyalist
claims in Halifax, in November, 1785, is that he left England for
New York in August, 1777.27 From New York he soon went to
Rhode Island, where the British troops were still in control, and
in Newport he remained until April, 1778. On the eighth of De-
cember, 1777, his father-in-law, Mr. Benjamin Kent of Boston,
petitioned the Massachusetts Council that his daughter Eliza-
beth might be permitted to go to Newport to see her sister, who,
he says, had been absent from her family ‘‘above three years,”’
and bring her back to Boston with her. The next day the Council
granted Miss Kent permission ‘‘to depart this State for New-
port in the state of R Island to see her Sister who has lately ar-
rived there from Great Britain and to return with her said Sis-
ter to this State, provided the Hon®e Major Genl. Spencer in-

15. A document printed in Vol. 3, of the New England Historical and Genea-
logical Register (pp. 82, 83) gives the form of agreement made by these gentlemen
to dine at the Adelphi Tavern, every Thursday. There are twenty signatures given
to this agreement, of which Sampson Salter Blowers’s is the nineteenth. The ex-
pense of the dinner, exclusive of liquors and waiters is to be two and sixpence each
person present, and no more. The month and day on which the agreement was
signed are not given, but the year was 1775.

16. Judge Curwen tells us that Jonathan Clarke, Thomas Danforth, Edward
Oxnard, Judge Sewall, and himself all lodged in Brompton Row, Kensington, but he
does not tell us whether Mr. Blowers lived there or not.

17. The commissioner who took his evidence in Halifax on the 30oth of Novem-
ber, 1785, was Mr. Jeremy Pemberton, previously a barrister of Lincoln's Inn, who
had been sent out from England to take evidence in the cases of Loyalists who had
lost property in the Revolution. He sat for this purpose in Halifax in 1785-86. He
became in August, 1788, fourth Chief Justice of Nova Scotia, but his incumbency
tSerminated before May, 1790, when he was succeeded by Thomas Andrew Lumisden

trange.
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dulges her with a Flag for said purpose, she engaging to carry no
papers or letters detrimental to this or any other of the United
States.”’*® That Mrs. Blowers did return to Boston with her sis-
ter we know from her husband’s declaration before the commis-
sioner in Halifax, for in that he details rather minutely his move-
ments during the Revolutionary struggle.® In April, 1778, he
says, he went from Newport to Boston to visit Mrs. Blowers, who
was ill, he having previously ‘‘obtained a written leave from Gen-
eral Sullivan’’ to do so. On his arrival in his native town, ‘‘he
was immediately thrown into a Gaol with 4 or 5 Comn. felons and
kept a close prisoner for 8 days and then sent off in a flag of Truce
to Halifax.”’2° Of this indignity Mr. Kdward Winslow, at Hali-
fax, on the thirteenth of November, 1778, writes to Major Barry:
“I’ve been listening this day with great satisfaction to the ob-
servations of my friend Blowers, made during his barbarous con-
finement at Boston. . . . The harsh treatment which he re-
ceived during his stay at Boston was most unparalleled and eruel.
You may one day hear the particulars from him, I will only tell
you that the dampest, dirtiest hole in the common gaol was the
place allotted him.’’*!

From Halifax Mr. Blowers returned to Newport, and on the
twenty-ninth of April, 1779, was appointed there Judge of the
Rhode Island Court of Vice Admiralty. Newport was evacuated
by the British on the twenty-fifth or twenty-seventh of October,
1779, and he then sailed for England to seek compensation for
his financial losses. The next year he came back to America, this

18. “Revolution Petitions,” in the Massachusetts Archives, and also the “Kent
Genealogy.”

_10. See “Second Report of the Bureau of Archives of the Province of On-
tario” (1905), part 1, pp. 490, 491.

20. The fierce act of proscription of the Loyalists who had left the State was
aot issued in Massachusetts until September, 1778, so that Mr. Blowers violated no
statute in returning to his native State. This act declared that if any of the ab-
sentees should voluntarily return from exile they should “on conviction thereof by
the Superior Court of Judicature, Court of Assize and General Jail Delivery, suf-
fer the pains of death without benefit of clergy.” It is said that this visit of Mr.
Blowers to Boston was the last he ever made to his native town.

21. The “Winslow Papers,” edited by Archdeacon Raymond, LL.D. Some time
in 1778 Edward Winslow wrote Jonathan Sewall: “The conduct of our dearly be-
loved cousins at Boston towards Blowers gives one a pretty little idea of the present
government. . . . Blowers tells us many extraordinary stories relative to the
improvement of the Bostonians in what a certain lady calls ‘the liberal arts.” Would
you realize that the sons of some of our true old charter saints publicly roll in
chariots with kept mistresses, and that many of our former meek and lowly Chris-
tians, now freed from restraint, are rioting at great rate.”
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time with the appointment of Solicitor General for New York.22
Early in September, 1783, with Mrs. Blowers and her sis-
ter Klizabeth Kent, Blowers sailed for Halifax, although the
evacuation of New York did not take place until November
twenty-fifth of that year.*

In an interesting letter to Ward Chipman (‘‘ My dear Chip”’)
which he writes from Halifax on the twenty-fiftth of September,
1783, Mr. Blowers says of his voyage from New York and his
reception at Halifax: ‘‘Our passage was as well as we had room
to expect, and we are now comfortably lodged at a Mrs. Whittys,
where we have three rooms and a kitchen for eight pounds a
month, and are now all three of us, sitting in tolerable health and
spirit round a good fire. 1 have been politely received by the
Governor, and have seen several of the great men here, and am
told by them all that my coming among them is agreeable and that
I shall soon find business. This last I am inclined to doubt in any
extreme degree.”” The first employment of a public sort e seems
to have obtained was at military headquarters, for on the tenth
of October, 1783, Winslow writes to Chipman: ‘‘Gen’l Fox has
been very ecivil to Blowers, and on looking about he seems toler-
ably well satisfy’d. He is appointed one of the Board of Ac-
counts here.”’?* In the early part of 1784, as we see by the Nova
Scotia Gazette and Weekly Chronicle of February third and Feb-
ruary tenth, where we find published an extract from ‘‘General
Orders issued from headquarters by order of General Campbell,’’
he was acting as military secretary at Halifax.2

In a note to the ‘“ Winslow Papers,’”’ Archdeacon Raymond says
that in 1784 Blowers was named as Attorney General for New

22. The date of Mr. Blowers’s appointment by the Lords of the Admiralty to
the Rhode Island judgeship was April 29, 1779. Blowers was appointed by Gover-
nor Robertson of New York to the Solicitor-Generalship of New York, “under Seal
of the Province,” March 13, 1781. He served also as secretary to the Board of
Loyalists at New York all the time that that Board existed.

23. Hon. Ward Chipman, a close friend of Blowers, writes Edward Winslow,
July 29, 1783: “Blowers with his family mean to embark in the course of the next
month for Halifax.” Major Upham writes Edward Winslow from New York, Au-
gust 21, 1783: “We shall all soon be with you—everybody, all the World, moves on
to Nova Scotia—Blowers, etc., will soon be there.” “Winslow Papers,” pp. 111, 124.
October 18, 1783, Sarah Winslow, at Halifax, writes Benjamin Marston. In this
letter she says that her family and the Blowcrs family arrived at Halifax in the
same vessel, on the 14th of September, 1783. “Winslow Papers,” pp. 14I-143.

24. “Winslow Papers,” pp. 139, 140.
25. This extract from General Orders is signed “S. S. Blowers, Secretary.”
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Brunswick, but that he relinquished this position immediately on
receiving a similar appointment for Nova Scotia.?¢ In a letter to
Ward Chipman from Halifax, written January fourteenth, 1785,
Blowers says: ““‘You will have heard before this reaches you that
Gov. Parr has made me Attorney General here. I am now in the
full execution of the office. The warrant has not yet arrived, but
I have letters from Sir William P., of the 4th September, ac-
quainting me that Mr. N. was to write me at once.

“‘Nothing is said respecting my successor in New Brunswick,
but as Matthews’ warrant for Louishurg was forwarded by the
same opportunity, T think it probable he is not the man. I wish
you may be.*” In the meantime, would it not be well to get an
order from your Governor and Council for you to do the duty,
and let it be known in England that you are doing it. It will be
necessary to have such appointment when grants are to be made,
for the King’s instructions require the Attorney General’s fiat. 1
will furnish you with the form whenever you want it.”’2®

On the twenty-fourth of December, 1784, Blowers was appoint-
ed Attorney General of Nova Scotia; in 1785 he sat in the Assem-
bly for the County of Halifax, and on the fifth of December of this
year he was unanimously chosen Speaker of the House. January
third, 1788, he was made a member of the Council, and on the
ninth of September, 1797, he was sworn in sixth Chief Justice of
Nova Scotia, in succession to Chief Justice Strange.?* On the
same date he also took his seat as President of the Council.

In a note on Chief Justice Blowers printed in the ‘‘Diary and
Letteis’’ of Governor Thomas Hutchinson, which is signed ¢“'W.

26. This note is on page 208 of the “Winslow Papers.” Archdeacon Raymond
also refers here to Lawrence's “Footprints or Incidents in the Early History of New
Brunswick,” p. 13, and to “Canadian Archives” for 1895, under “New Brunswick.”
Blowers undoubtedly never lived in New Brunswick and how often at this early
period of his residence in the Lower Provinces he may have visited there we do
not know.

27. Ward Chipman, born in 1754, another of the many able Massachusetts
Loyalists who settled in the Maritime Provinces, acted as Attorney General of New
Brunswick for some little time, but was never appointed to that office. He was,
however, appointed Solicitor General of New Brunswick, August 19, 1784. In 1809
h§ was appointed a Judge of the Supreme Court of the same province. He died in
1824.

28. For this letter, see Lawrence’s “Footprints,” and (in an imperfect form)
the “Kent Genealogy.”

2dg. The annual salary he received as Chief Justice was eight hundred and fifty
pounds.
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J. Stirling,”” we find a much more intimate account of Blowers
given than we have ever been able to get elsewhere. Blowers,
says Mr. Stirling, ‘‘was of great ability. Ile had untiring in-
dustry, vast legal knowledge, sound judgment, impartiality, and
patience. He had little eloquence; no wit nor imagination. His
mind was grave, deliberate, and cautious. But on one occasion
he showed an irritable temper. Uniacke, the Attorney General of
Nova Scotia after Blowers, a very able, but ruffianly man, had a
street fight with Jonathan Sterns, a Boston Loyalist. Uniacke,
a very strong man, beat so savagely Sterns, a weak and sickly
man, as to cause his death. Blowers, who was an intimate friend
of Mr. Sterns, was so angry that he challenged Uniacke to fight
a duel. Uniacke accepted the challenge, but secretly sent his
wife to inform the police Magistrate. So the two officers of the
law in the Colony were bound over to keep the peace.?® Blowers
had the greatest esteem for Foster Hutchinson, Jr., [nephew of
Governor Thomas Hutchinson, and son of Judge Foster Hutchin-
son, Sr., of Massachusetts], and was greatly grieved by his death.
Blowers retained his faculties to the last. He kept up his College
studies, and always read with pleasure the Greek and Latin
classics. In his latter years he was silent and gloomy and would
not speak of the scenes he had witnessed many years before. e
destroyed all his papers: no letters nor memoranda of any kind
were left by him. In person he was very short and rather thin:
his face had some resemblance to that of Washington; a portrait
of him is in the Legislative House at Halifax, but does not in the
least resemble him. Ile had no children, and his property, after
his widow’s death, went to a Mr. Bliss.”” Another note in the
same volume says that in the political and personal disputes be-

30. Accounts which we have of Hon. Richard John Uniacke, Sr., one of the
ablest public men in Nova Scotia, in her whole history, describe the long rivalry
which existed between him and Blowers for public position. Uniacke’s bitterness
rose to its highest pitch when Blowers was appointed to the Chief-Justiceship in-
stead of him. It was probably in 1797, shortly before Blowers was appointed Chief
Justice, and Uniacke succeeded to the Attorney-Generalship, as he did, that this
duel was proposed. It is said that the duel was prevented by the Chief Justice
(Strange). Uniacke took the oath as Attorney General on the same day, Septem-
ber oth, that Blowers took the oath of office as Chief Justice. Blowers had filled
the office of Attorney General, as we have seen, from December 24, 1784. Jonathan
Sterns, another conspicuous Massachusetts Loyalist, died in Halifax May 23, 1798.
Except as Stirling’s account gives it, we have never known the cause of his death.
Sterns was a lawyer and his public career in Halifax is well worth tracing.
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tween Loyalists and the ‘“Old Inhabitants,”” which for several
years after the Revolution raged in government cireles in Hali-
fax, Blowers was the acknowledged leader of his fellow refugees.
In the thirty-five years that he served as Chief Justice of Nova
Scotia ‘‘he outlived every person [of his contemporaries] in
publie life in the Colony. The Governor and two of his succes-
sors ; the two Judges, and four of their successors; the forty Mem-
bers of the Assembly, and many who had succeeded to their seats
—all these passed away while Blowers was Chief Justice. He
lived ten years after retiring from the Bench, and died at Hali-
fax, from the effects of a fall, in October, 1842.7731

Of the legal acts or opinions of Chief Justice Sampson Salter
Blowers during his leadership of the Nova Scotia Judiciary we
have few records anywhere remaining. His opinion on the ques-
tion of the legality of slave-holding in the British Colonies, how-
ever, we find recorded. The question was agitated during the
chief-justiceship of Blowers’s immediate predecessor, Strange,
and for several years after Blowers himself became Chief Justice,
and both Strange and Blowers decided against it. Chief Justice
Ludlow of New Brunswick, previously of New York, took his
stand on what he called ‘‘the Common Law of the Colonies,’’ by
which he said the right to hold slaves had been uniformly recog-
nized and established without any act ever having been passed
directly authorizing slavery. In opposition to him, Blowers held
strongly that the Common Law of England was that of the Col-
onies, that these had none other, and that slavery being declared
illegal by the Common Law of England, its illegality in the Colon-
ies was undoubted. The difference in the opinions of these two
Maritime-Provincial Chief Justices, it has been said, may have
been in some measure due to the fact of Ludlow’s training in New
York, and Blowers’s in Massachusetts, in which province ‘‘slav-
ery had obtained but a weak foothold and died early and quietly,”’
while in New York it ‘‘had an earlier establishment and a more
extensive development.’’32

31. “The Diary and Letters of His Excellency Thomas Hutchinson, Esq.,” Vol.
I, p. 341. It is said that to the end of his life Chief Justice Blowers was accus-
tomed to take long walks for his health. It is also said, in print, that the Hon.
Joseph Howe in some speech said that Blowers never wore an ovércoat in his life.

32. See “The Slave in Canada,” by Rev. T. Watson Smith, D. D, in the tenth
volume of the “Nova Scotia Historical Society Collections,” pp. 97-103.
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Chief Justice Sampson Salter Blowers married in Boston (the
Rev. Dr. William Walter of Trinity Church officiating) on the
fifth of April, 1774, Sarah Kent, born May nineteenth, baptized
May twenty-seventh, 1758, her parents being Benjamin and Eliz-
abeth (Watts) Kent. In the same year as her marriage Mrs.
Blowers went to England with her husband, and when he re-
turned three years later, came with him to New York. Late in
1777, as we have seen, she received permission to revisit Boston,
and there for a short time she remained. After this we suppose
she was with her husband continuously to the close of his life.
Outliving the Chief Justice a little while, she died in Halifax some
time in July, 1845, having never, so far as we know, borne any
child.?®

33. For a minute account of Benjamin Kent and his family, see “Genealogies
of the Different Families bearing the name of Kent in the United States,” by L.
Vernon Briggs, Boston, 1898, pp 38-48. Benjamin Kent, third son of Joseph and
Rebecca (Chittenden) Kent, was born in 1708, and after graduating at Harvard in
1727, entered the Congregational ministry. In 1731 he was chaplain of the garrison
at Fort George, Brunswick, Maine, and October 27, 1733, he was installed minister
of the church at Marlborough, Mass. In 1735 he withdrew from this charge and in
time took up the study of the law. He is said in the Kent Genealogy to have been
“a humorist, not sufficiently reverent of things divine to please his straight-faced
contemporarics. Ile was full of fun, drollery, humor, and had an unmethodical, ir-
regular head, but his thoughts were good and [his] expressions happy. After leav-
ing the ministry he studied for the bar, where he became celebrated for his eccen-
tricity and wit.” During the years 1757-67 he practiced in Worcester County, but
later he became prominent in Boston, where he rose to be attorney-general of Massa-
chusett’s. Whether Mr, Kent’s sympathies in the Revolution were strongly
with the British does not seem to be known, but somewhere between June, 1783,
and January, 1785, probably influenced by his son-in-law, with his wife Elizabeth
he went to Windsor, Nova Scotia, and then to Halifax, where he and his wife
spent the rest of their lives and died. On a tombstone in St. Paul’s burying-ground,
Halifax, is the following inscription: Sacred to the memory of Benjamin Kent,
late of Boston, New England, barrister-at-law, who died on the 22nd day of Octo-
ber, 1788, in the 8ist year of his age; and also his wife, who departed this life
on the 2nd day of August, 1802, in the 8oth year of her age.” Elizabeth Kent,
eldest sister of Mrs. Blowers, born Jan. 6, 1745, baptized by the minister of the
West Church, Boston, Jan. 13, 1745, was with her sister, Mrs. Blowers, in New
York, for in June of that year her father petitioned the Massachusetts legislature
that she might return to Boston, as she was ill and he feared greatly that
the sultry weather of New York in midsummer would prove fatal to
her. Whether she did return or not we do not know, but apparently the Great
and General Court failed to act on her father’s pectition. (See “Revolution Peti-
tions,” Mass. State Documents, Vol. 188, p. 90. Connected with the petition in this
volume is a draft of the desired permission for Miss Kent to return, but the draft is
unsigned and was never acted on by the Court. The draft bears date June 3, 1782.)

When the Blowerses finally left New York for Nova Scotia Miss Kent was
with them, and she was living in Halifax at least as late as 1818. On the 26th of
May, 1793, Elizabeth Kent, widow of Benjamin Kent, Sampson Salter Blowers ?nd
his wife Sarah, and Elizabeth Kent, single woman, at Halifax, deeded to William
Burley of Boston, for six hundred pounds, a brick dwelling house and land on the
north side of State Street (earlier known as King Street), formerly the dwelling
house of Benjamin Kent, late of Boston, deceased.
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Chief Justice Blowers resigned the position of ehief of the Nova
Scotia Judiciary in the year 1833, his successor in this high office
being Mr. Brenton Halliburton, born in Newport, Rhode Island,
(the son of Dr. John Halliburton, another notable Loyalist), who
received knighthood shortly before his death, which oecurred in
1860.3¢ Sampson Salter Blowers died at Ialifax October twenty-
fifth, 1842, his life having eovered, as we have said, a little more
than a full century.®®> He was buried in Camp Hill Cemetery, as
was his widow a little less than three years later, and there are
tombstones to their memory. The most conspiecuous monument,
however, erected to the memory of Chief Justice Blowers, rests on
the east wall of St. Paul’s Church, Halifax, in whieh church the
Chief Justice for many years worshipped. The monument is a
beautiful piece of sculpture, and bears the following notable in-
seription:

In Memory of
The Honourable Sampson Salter Blowers
For Five and Thirty Years President of H. M. Council
And Chief Justice of Nova Seotia
A Learned, Careful, And Impartial Judge
An Able and Faithful Servant of the Crown
And a True Friend to this Provinee
Of a Strong and Discriminating Mind and Sound Judgment
Amiable and Benevolent in Manners and Disposition
Exemplary in Conduct and of the Strieted Integrity
After a Long Career of Labour and Usefulness
Honoured and Esteemed by All
He Resigned His Offiee
And Passed the Deeline of Life in Peaeeful Retirement
And Died on the 25th Day of Oetober, A. D. 1842
At the Age of One Hundred Years

Chief Justice Blowers’s will was executed at Halifax, Novem-
ber twenty-ninth, 1833, and was filed and recorded in Boston,
November thirteenth, 1843. In it he gives to Sarah Ann Bliss,
wife of William Blowers Bliss, two thousand pounds eurrent

34. An interesting Life of Sir Brenton Halliburton was written many years
ago by the Rev. Dr. George William Hill, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, Halifax, and
yvill be found in the Boston Public Library and elsewhere. An important assistant
{)udge in Nova Scotia, was Judge James Brenton, an uncle of Sir Brenton Halli-

urton.

35. The exact length of Mr. Blowers’s life was one hundred years, seven
months, and fifteen days.
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money of Nova Scotia, and also Lis house and grounds at Wind-
sor, known as ‘‘Fairfield Cottage,’” with the furniture, cattle,
and implements thereto belonging. To Mrs. Ann Anderson,
mother of Mrs. Bliss, he leaves two hundred pounds current
money, and to Mrs. Ann Kidston, a like sum of two hundred
pounds. Other legatees by his will are his sister Mrs. Martha
Pritchard, ‘“‘now or late of Boston,”” and her children, and the
children of his late sister Elizabeth Rhodes. The rest and residue
of his estate he leaves to his dear wife, ‘‘for her use and behoof
during hLer life,”” after her decease the whole residue of his estate
to go to Mrs. Sarah Ann Bliss and her heirs. His executor and
executrix are William Blowers Bliss and his wife Sarah Ann.3%

In Boston, Chief Justice Blowers lived in Southack’s Court,
now Howard Street, for on the sixth of September, 1784, he and
his wife sold through Dr. Samuel Danforth, to whom Blowers had
previously given power of attorney, to Klisha Sigourney, for five
hundred pounds, a wooden house, which had formerly been their
dwelling, and the land about it, in the westerly part of Boston,
‘‘situated on Southack’s Court.”’?? The affluence of the Blowerses

36. William Blowers Bliss was the third son of Jonathan Bliss, a classmate of
Chief Justice Blowers at Harvard, a Loyalist and an early Chief Justice of New
Brunswick, and his wife, Mary Worthington. He was born at St. John, New
Brunswick, August 28, 1705, graduated at King’s College, Windsor, Nova Scotia,
studied at the Inner Temple, London, practised law in Halifax, and in April, 1834,
was elevated to the Supreme Bench, in place of Judge Richard John Uniacke (son
of the first Richard John Uniacke). He is regarded as one of the ablest judges
Nova Scotia has ever had. He had a handsome residence at Fort Massey, Halifax,
where he died March 16, 1874, aged 79. He resigned his seat on the Bench in 1869.
The “Mrs. Ann Anderson,” mother of Mrs. William Blowers Bliss, is said to have
been related in some way to Mrs. Sampson Salter Blowers; what the relationship
was, however, we do not know. Mrs. Blowers had a sister Ann Kent, but she
probably died in Boston (see the burial records of Trinity Church) early in Sep-
tember, 1782. Judge William Blowers Bliss and his wife Sarah Ann had in all seven
children, three sons and four daughters. One of these daughters, became the wife
of the Rt. Rev. Hibbert Binney, Anglican Bishop of Nova Scotia, and one the wife
of Hon. Senator William Hunter Odell. Chief Justice Jonathan Bliss of New
Brunswick died at Fredericton, N. B., October 1, 1822. For a valuable memoir of
Judge William Blowers Bliss, by Hon. Chief Justice (of N. S.) Sir Charles Town-
shend, see Nova Scotia Historical Society Collections, Vol. 17 (1913), pp. 23-45.

37. The instrument appointing Blowers’s “good friend,” Samuel Danforth, of
Boston, physician, his attorney, was first issued at Halifax, August 7, 1783, and was
affirmed at Halifax, May 8, 1784. It was once more affirmed October 13, 1784,
Mr. Blowers then declaring himself as residing in the city of New York. The in-
strument was first signed, with seals, by Mr. and Mrs. Blowers, in presence of Sam-
uel Winslow and John Amory, Jr. The Blowers’s property in Southack’s Court is
fully described in the Suffolk County Registry of Deeds. Blowers’s losses in the
Revcl)lution are carefuly detailed in his deposition before the commissioner on Loyal-
ist claims.






Chapters in the History of Halifax,
Nova Scotia
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Micrations From New Excraxp v 1749 axp 1760.

“The present population of Nova Scotia is not the development of a single
primitive nucleus or germ. Neither has it resulted from a gradual and almost
imperceptible sifting in of promiscuous elements. It is mainly the product of
certain well-defined immigrations of considerable size, capable of being more easily
traced because as a rule they have occurred consecutively rather than simultane-
ously.” Dr. David Allison, in Collections of the Nova Scotia Historical Society,
Vol. VIIL

N any important addition to its population that the prov-

ince of Nova Scotia at large has at any time received, the

permanent capital of the province, Halifax, has naturally

sooner or later come to have a considerable share. The
two strains that by all means predominate in the present
population of Nova Scotia are the New England and the
Scotch, the latter of which is the product of a series of migra-
tions direct from Scotland that began in 1772 and ended some-
where about 1815. Of the close political relations between New
England and Nova Scotia from the time of the capture of Port
Royal (Annapolis Royal) by New England troops in 1710 to the
war of the Revolution, far too little has hitherto been written.
Nor is it generally recognized, even in Nova Scotia itself, much
less in New England, how largely the province of Nova Scotia,
and the adjoining province of New Brunswick, which until 1783
was part of Nova Scotia, were in the eighteenth century settled
by New England people, and how closely allied by ties of blood
a great part of the native Nova Scotians and New Brunswickers
today are to many of the Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode
Island families whose names are identified with the history of

(143)
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the progress, politically, religiously, socially, of these various
New England States.

The most widely known of the migrations from New England
to the Maritime Provinces is of course the Loyalist migration of
1775-1783, but the most permanently influential migration, and
the one now most effective in the general progress of at least
Nova Secotia, was not the Loyalist migration, important in point
of numbers and in some quarters of political and social influence
as that was, but the migration, comparatively little known to
United States historians, of New England families of the best
stock from the three states we have mentioned chiefly in the
years 1760 and 1761. Of the importance of this migration, Dr.
David Allison, who has written much on Nova Scotia history,
says: ‘‘The settlement during the years 1759-61 of a large part
of Nova Scotia, and that as a rule the most fertile part, by
groups of colonists from New England, is one of the most im-
portant events in the history of our Province. Until recently
this event has unquestionably not received the attention due to
its importance. As a movement of population from west to east
it was a reversal of the usual order, and has quite generally been
confounded with the Loyalist migration to the Provinces, which
it preceded by nearly a quarter of a century, and which in in-
fluence on the political and industrial development of what is
now Nova Scotia it undoubtedly surpassed. . . . As a rule
this element has been the most tenacious of all our English
speaking stocks.’’t

1. See Dr. Allison’s article in Collections of the Novae Scotia IHistorical
Society, Vol. 7, p. 63.

In a pleasantly written article entitled “The Military Traditions of Canada,”
by A. G. Bradley, printed in the Cornhill Magazine for December, 1915, occurs the
following entirely inaccurate statement: “The Maritime Provinces were virtually
anncxed en bloc by the United Empire ILoyalists, as the exiles proudly called
themselves. The small groups of Acadians on the west and British, etc., around
Halifax on the east were numerically and yet more, moraliy, overwhelmed by the
influx and count for little in the ethnology of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.
The United Empire Loyalist element, though their early sufferings in the woods
were great, once these were overcome, enjoyed a comparatively unclouded future.
In every sense they dominated the province. There was no geographical contact
or semi-partnership with French Canadians, no serious influx of doubtful American
emigrants such as kept the loyalists of Upper Canada in a constant state of
uneasiness, and their hands metaphorically always on their sword hilts.

It may safely be affirmed today that at least every second ‘Blue Nose’ is directly
descended from those brave, unfortunate people, whose devotion to the Empire
forced them to start life afresh in the wild woods of the then dreaded and
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Elements of considerable importance in the present Nova Sco-
tia population, apart from the New England and the Scottish, are
the Scoteh-Irish, a strain which was introduced either from Lon-
donderry and other neighboring towns of New Hampshire in
1760, or directly from the North of Ireland in 1761 and 1762 ; the
German and French elements, which as we have seen in our chap-
ter on the founding of Halifax were introduced in 1749 and 1750
the Celtic Irish element which has filtered into the province as it
has into all American colonies in sporadic migrations duringmany
years, and has had especial influence in Halifax; and the Acadian
French, a strain which antedates all the others, but which since
the expulsion of all of the people of this blood that could be found
in 1755, has had like the German comparatively little influence in
the development of the province at large in any way.

Migration for settlement in Nova Scotia of New England people
actually began at the capture of Annapolis Royal in 1710, and
of this slight movement, which is interesting but which was too
limited in extent and for the most part too transitory to be con-
sidered more than an incident, we shall give some account when
we come to treat of the earlier capital of the province, the an-
cient town of Annapolis Royal. But the year 1749 brought a
very large New England element to the town of Halifax, and the
people who came to Nova Scotia at this time were almost with-
out exception Bostonians. How largely Halifax business and
social affairs for many years after the Revolution were con-
trolled by Loyalists from not only New England but New York,

unknown North.” Whatever truth there may be in this statement as made of New
Brunswick, it is far wide of the truth in its reference to the Province of Nova
Scotia. It is quite true that between 30,000 and 35,000 Loyalists, as is estimated,
came into Nova Scotia and New Brunswick between 1775 and 1783, by far the
larger portion of them sailing from New York in the latter year, but there were
very few counties of Nova Scotia as it is today that received permanently any
considerable number of them. Where they finally went is a fair question, the
Province of New Brunswick got as permanent settlers a large share of them, but
it seems almost certain that many of them in longer or shorter time returned to the
United States. In his article on the Shelburne Loyalists, in the sixth volume of
the Collections of the Nova Scotia Historical Society, Dr. T. Watson Smith says:
“Numbers of these exiles found their way to Britain, the West Indies, and the
Canadas . . . Few records of their wanderings and sufferings have been pre-
served.” It is rather surprising how comparatively few well known Nova Scotians
today are of Loyalist stock. The Nova Scotians who rise to conspicuous posi-
tions in this age, like the present Premier of Canada, are much more frequently
descendants of the New Englanders who came in 1760 or '61.
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New Jersey, and other colonies from which Tories had fled, is a
matter of current knowledge, but the predominating influence
until a late period of the Bostonians who came in shoals at the
town’s beginning is a fact that is comparatively little in the minds
of people today. The truth is, that from 1749 to the middle of
the nineteenth century the blood that coursed through the veins
of Halifax was largely New England, and of that chiefly Boston,
blood. '

Of United States historians who have dealt with the expan-
sion of New England’s population, not one, we believe, has
shown more than the most superficial knowledge of any move-
ment whatever of population, except the Loyalist movement,
from the other colonies to Nova Scotia at any time.? The great
fortress of Louishurg, as we know, was captured by New Eng-
land troops, and after the capture a considerable number of peo-
ple either in military or in civil occupations remained at the
place. In 1748, by the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, the fortress
was given back to France, and this extraordinary diplomatic ar-
rangement compelled the speedy withdrawal of the English gar-
rison and naturally of the civilian office holders and traders who
had for three years found it convenient to live there. As we
have already shown, Colonel Cornwallis had been but a few
weeks at his post on Chebucto Bay when he wrote the Lords of
Trade who directed the enterprise in pursuance of which he had
come that a group of civilians from Louisburg had arrived to
settle in the new town. Other settlers also, he said, had come
direct from New England, and in the course of the summer and
autumn he expected that over a thousand more would come. The
interest felt in Boston in the Cornwallis enterprise is strongly
indicated by references to it in the Boston press of the time. In

2. Probably the fullest consecutive treatment of the “expansion” of New
England’s population is that of Lois Kimball Matthews in her “The Expansion
of New England, etc., 1620—1865.” (Houghton Mifflin & Co., 1009, pp. 303). The
extent of this writer’s knowledge of the several migrations to Nova Scotia that
we shall in this chapter detail is shown by the following note to page 118 of her
book. Miss Matthews says: ‘“There is no room in this study for the investigation
of the New England migrations to Canada following the French and Indian
War, Fishermen from Cape Cod and Nantucket took advantage of the proclama-
tion of the Governor of Nova Scotia in 1756 [sic], and as early as 1757 the
movement to Cape Sable began. In 1761-62 a number of families founded

Barrington.  See the Doane Family, 75, 76.” Later in this chapter we shall show
the importance of the migration of 1760 and ’61.,
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the Boston Weekly News Letter of June 7, 1750, appears the
following dispatch from Furope:

“Franckfort, March 25
“Printed advertisements have been stuck up and dispersed
in this eity, inviting all, who, with permission of their sovereigns,
intend to settle in Nova Scotia, to apply as soon as possible to a
commissary, who is arrived here from Rotterdam to treat with
them for their passage.’”’
Underneath this dispatch are printed the following stanzas

from the Gentleman’s Magazine for February, 1750, the reader
being referred by this magazine to the Weekly Entertainer for
the whole poem to which they belong:

Nova Scorra. A New Bawnvap
To the Tune of King John and the Abbot of Canterbury

Let’s away to New Scotland, where Plenty sits queen
O’er as happy a country as ever was seen;
And blesses her subjects, both little and great,
With each a good house and a pretty estate.
Derry Down, ete.

There’s wood, and there’s water, there’s wild fowl and tame;
In the forest good ven’son, good fish in the stream,
Good grass for our cattle, good land for our plough,
Good wheat to be reap’d, and good barley to mow.
Derry Down, ete.

No landlords are there the poor tenants to teaze,

No lawyers to bully, nor stewards to seize:

But each honest fellow’s a landlord, and dares

To spend on himself the whole fruit of his cares.
Derry Down, ete.

They’ve no duties on candles, no taxes on malt,

Nor do they, as we do, pay sauce for their salt:

But all is as free as in those times of old,

When poets assure us the age was of gold.
Derry down, ete.?

3. For an important notice of the settlement of Halifax, see the Gentlemanw's
Magazine for August, 1740. On page 441 of the volume containing this number
of the magazine a plan of the town is found.
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In the third year after Halifax was founded, the year 1752, a
census of the town was taken and the population probably ac-
curately ascertained.* In this census the names of families re-
siding in the various sections of the town, and the outlying dis-
tricts, are serupulously given, and almost everywhere we find
New Englanders in considerable force. The population is stated
as numbering 906 families, or, with unmarried men, 4,249 souls,
and while only a critical comparison of the names with those that
appear in the long lists of people who came from England with
Cornwallis could make us sure of the exact strength of the New
England contingent in the town at this date, we see at a glance
that a large proportion of the names there are New England
names.

In the ‘“North Suburbs,’’ for example, we find such familiar
names as Caverly, Cox, Bowden, Brewer, Dwight, Gerrish, Gil-
man, Harris, Hoar, Ives, Proctor, Rundell, Storer, and Tongue.
In the ‘“South Suburbs’’ we find Brooks, Chapman, Child,
Clarke, Cleveland, Ferguson, Gerrish, Greenfield, Hammond,
‘Hardin, Harris, Hurd, Ives, Jackson, Kent, Lamb, Marshall,
Mason, Monk, Pierce, Pierpont, Poor, Porter, Rigby, Rogers,
Salter, Shatford, Steele, Taylor, Trefoy, and Wallace. Within
the Town ‘‘we find Cotton, Gerrish, Greenwood, Potter, Saul,
and Steele. ‘‘Within the Pickets’’ we find Blackden, Codman,
Fairbanks, Fillis, Fogg, Foye, Green, Lee, Little, Morris, Rous,
and Scott.*” In a census of the province made a little less than

4. “A list of the Families of English, Swiss, etc., which have been settled in
Nova Scotia since the year 1749, and who now are settlers in places hereafter
mentioned.” (Halifax, July, 1752). Nowva Scotia Archives, Vol. 1, pp. 650-670.
In this census no account of the people’s origins is given, but there must have
been in the town somewhere between one and two hundred New England families.
Of the departure of these people from Boston we have not found any record in
New England Archives. They were not as a rule among the most important
people of Boston, though some like William Foye were members of families of
the first standing, but they were industrious and energetic, and a number of them
rose to great influence in Halifax. They left Boston, it is probable, as single
families or in small groups. Besides those who had come before the census of
1752 was taken there were no doubt some who came at later dates. The lists of
settlers who came from England with Cornwallis in 1749 are given in the Nova
Scotia Archives, Vol. 1, pp. 506-557.

4Y. The German emigrants, 1,450 of whom in May, 1753, were removed by
the Governor’s orders to Lunenburg were almost exclusively settled in the North
Suburbs. A few straggling families or persons engaged in fishing lived on the
is]a;lnds ir} the harbour, and a few more were settled at “the Block House and the

sthmus.
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fifteen years later, however, under the direction of the lieutenant-
governor, Michael Francklin, where the population of Halifax
is given as only 3,022 (a little over twelve hundred less than
fifteen years before), we find 1,351 persons given as Americans,
while but 302 are ranked as of English origin.?

Writing of the Halifax population at this early period, Dr.
Thomas B. Akins says: ‘‘After the evacuation of Louishurg
the population received a considerable accession; a number of
the English inhabitants came with Governor Hopson, and many
from New England were daily arriving, and upwards of a
thousand more from the old provinces had expressed themselves
[as] desirous of joining the Settlement before winter. The Gov-
ernor therefore gave orders to all vessels in the Government ser-
vice to give them a free passage. The New England people soon
formed the basis of the resident population, and are the ances-
tors of many of the present inhabitants. They were better set-
tlers than the old discharged soldiers and sailors who came on
the fleet; most of whom died or left the country during the first
three or four years, leaving, however, the most industrious and

5. It has been stated in print that in this census of Lieut. Governor Francklin’s,
which bears date January 1, 1767, and is of the whole of Nova Scotia, including
what is now New Brunswick, as well as the islands of Cape Breton and St.
John (P. E. 1.), all people born in America, whatever the origin of their parents
may have been, are ranked as “Americans.” To what extent this is true we cannot
tell, the part of the population of Halifax that numbers most largely next to
“Americans” is “Irish,” and these people we suppose are chiefly Scotch-Irish who
came with Alexander McNutt in October, 1761 and November, 1762, from the
North of Ireland direct. Whether any of their children or the children of the
first settlers from England are ranked as Americans in this census we do not
know, but it is quite certain that in Truro, where the whole population (301) is
given as “Irish,” a great many of the people had been born in New Hampshire,
while some had been born in Truro after the New Hampshire Scotch-Irish °
emigrants came there. The Halifax population in 1767 is distributed according
to origin as follows: 1,351 Americans, 853 Irish, 302 English, 264 Germans and
other foreigners, 200 Acadian French, and 52 Scotch. The whole population of
Nova Scotia, including Cape Breton and St. John islands, is given in this census
as 13,374. Of these people, 6,013 are given as Americans, 2,165 as Irish, and only
912 as English. For the Scotch-Irish immigrations to Nova Scotia in 1761 and
1762, see the writer’s monographs on the “Settlement of Colchester County,” in
Transactions of the Royal Society of Canada, 3rd series, Vol. 6, section 2 (1912) ;
and “Alexander McNutt the Colonizer,” in Americana for December, 1913.

“In 1752,” says Professor Walter C. Murray, LL.D. (History of St. Mathews
Church, Halifax, in Coll. of the Nova Scotia Hist. Soc., Vol. 16, p. 160. 191?).
“there were 4,249 persons in Halifax, of which Mr. Breynton [Rector of St. Paul’s]
estimates one half as members of the Church of England. In 1735, the number of
inhabitants had fallen to one half. The census of 1767 gave Halifax 3,022 persons,
of whom 667 were Roman Catholics. In 1769 the number was much reduced, and
in 1791 the population of the town was 4,897. The exodus during Revolutionary
times made serious inroads on the Dissenting Congregation.”
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respectable among them as permanent settlers.””¢ Of the two
elements in the population, Dr. David Allison writes in the same
vein: ‘‘While Cornwallis’s transports brought over a limited
number of persons of means, energy, and character, the great
bulk of their passengers were just such people as a rosy-colored
advertisement in the London Gazette would be likely to attract
in a time of great business dulness. They were in no proper
sense of the term settlers. As ‘birds of passage’ they did not
purpose to continue long in one place. A large proportion
were men without families. Over five hundred had been man-
of-war sailors. They were in great part the very kind of per-
sons to whom the novelty of such an enterprise would be attraec-
tive and its practical hardships distasteful. So long as rations
were the order of the day they remained. When these were sus-
pended and men were expected to work for a living, the place
knew most of them no more.”” But of the small group of ‘‘in-
fluential”” New KEngland families that accompanied or closely
followed the departing troops from Louisburg and the much
larger group that soon after came from Boston, he says, the
persons who composed this element of the population in a short
time ‘‘drew into their hands a large part of the business of the
place, and filled many of the most important positions in the
Colony.”’?
To these testimonies of older writers to the strength of the
New England element in the early Halifax population, Pro-
fessor Walter C. Murray adds his voice. Akins, he writes, says
that ‘¢ ‘the New England people soon formed the basis of the
' resident population,” and Tutty in 1750 nearly doubles his esti-
mate of the population given the preceding year. The increase
is due to the influx of New Englanders. . . . It is perhaps
unnecessary to say but little more in support of the opinion that

6. Dr. Thomas Beamish Akins’s “Prize Essay on the History of the Settlement
of Halifax,” enlarged and published as the “History of Halifax City,” in the 8th
volume of the “Collections of the Nova Scotia Historical Society” (1895), p. 16.
Dr. Akins says further that many of the adventurers who came with Cornwallis
“caused him and his successors much trouble and annoyance, in demoralizing the
people by the illicit sale of bad liquors, and in other ways.”

. “The Settlement of the Early Townships, Illustrated by an Old Census,”
by David Allison, LL.D., in “Collecticns of the Nova Scotia Historical Society,”
Vol. 7 (1880-1891), pp. 45-71. See chiefly pp. 59, 60.
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the main current of life in Halifax in the early days was New
England in origin.”’

Of the English settlers with Cornwallis in 1749, a few from
the start held prominent places in the official or social life of the
town, but these for the most part were persons who were in
close touch with the Governor, some of them indeed having come
out as members of his suite. Such men, as we can see by follow-
ing the subsequent history of the town, were Richard Bulkeley,
John Collier, John Creighton, John Duport, Archibald Hinchel-
wood, William Nesbitt, and Lewis Piers.® Of New KEngland men
on the other hand, we find many who on account of business en-
ergy or military prestige or breeding and education almost im-
mediately came to rank as among the first citizens of the town.
Among these New Englanders of high standing may be men-
tioned Jonathan Binney, Samuel Blackden or Blagdon, Judge
James Brenton (from Newport, Rhode Island), Rev. Aaron
Cleveland and his brothers, Josiah and Samuel, Preserved Cun-
nabell, Joseph Fairbanks, John Fillis, William Foye (a*Harvard
graduate, son of the Receiver General of Massachusetts who im-
mediately preceded Harrison Gray), the brothers, Joseph and
Benjamin Gerrish, both members of the Council, John and Jo-
seph Gorham, Joseph Gray, Hon. Benjamin Green, Xdward
How, Jacob Hurd, William Lawlor, William Lawson, Otis Lit-
tle, James Monk, Hon. Charles Morris, Hon. Henry Newton
(whose father, however, had long lived at Annapolis Royal),
Jonathan Prescott, John Rous, Malachy Salter, and Robert San-
derson.

If distinet proof were needed of the preponderating influence

8. Brief sketches of some of these men, as well as of the English settlers
who occupied prominent places in early Halifax, will be found given in valuable
notes by Dr. Akins in the first volume of Nova Scotia Archives, which he edited.
Of Englishmen, Dr. Akins discusses, for example, Captain Edward Amhurst,
Richard Bulkeley (whose escutcheon hangs in St. Paul’'s Church, Halifax), John
Collier, Captain William Cotterell (the first provost marshal of Halifax), John
Creighton, Hugh Davidson, John Duport, Archibald Hinchelwood, William Nesbitt,
and John Salusbury. Richard Bulkeley came out as aide-de-camp to Governor
Cornwallis, and from about 1759 to 1793 filled the office of Secretary of the
Province. John Collier, a retired army officer, became one of the ear]iest‘justicgs
of the peace, a captain in the militia, and finally a member of the Council. Still
other men of this English migration were William Best, John Burbidge, and
John Pyke. Thomas Cochran, who became a member of Council, came from th_e
North of Ireland with McNutt, the Tobins and Kennys were Roman Catholic
Irishmen, who came later from Ireland.
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of New England men in the early life of Halifax we should find
it sufficiently in the constitution of the first Representative As-
sembly of Nova Scotia, which was brought into being largely
through the determined efforts of Chief Justice Belcher. In
this first Assembly there were nineteen members elected by the
people, six of whom technically ranked as esquires, thirteen as
gentlemen. Of the six esquires we find five to have been New
England men,—Joseph Gerrish, Robert Sanderson (who was
chosen Speaker), Henry Newton, William Foye, and Joseph
Rundell. Of the thirteen ranked as gentlemen, we find at least
six to have been from New England,—Jonathan Binney, Rob-
ert Campbell, William Pantree, Joseph Fairbanks, Philip Ham-
mond, and John Fillis. Of the remaining eight members, six
seem to have been kKnglishmen, and two Germans from among
the Continental settlers who were temporarily or permanently
settled in the North Suburbs of the town. In the second assem-
bly, which met for the first time in December, 1759, we find of
New Kngland men, Henry Newton, Jonathan Binney, Malachy
Salter, Benjamin Gerrish, Capt. Charles Proctor, Col. Jonathan
Hoar, John Newton, Capt. Simon Slocomb, Col. Joseph F'ry,
and John Huston.?

Before passing on to the second large migration to Nova
Scotia from the earlier settled American colonies to the west and
south, we may properly say a little more about some of these
New England men and their families who largely controlled the
early destinies of Halifax.

JonaTHaN Binnwy, originally of Hull, Massachusetts, before
coming to Halifax had been a merchant and ship-owner in Bos-
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