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4 THE THING

precisely because I do syn‘mpathisc and agree with my
Protestant and agnostic fellow countrymen, on about
ninety-nine subjects out of a hundred, that I do feel it a
point of honour not to avoid their accusations on these
points, if they really have such accusations to bring. I
am very sorry if this little book of mine seems to be
controversial on subjects about which everybody is
allowed to be controversial except ourselves. But I am
afraid there is no help for it; and if I assure the reader
that I have tried to start putting it together in an un-
impaired spirit of charity, it is always possible that the
charity may be as une-sided as the controversy. Anyhow,
it represents my attitude towards this controversy; and
it 15 quite possxblc that everything is wrong about 1t
except thag it is right.
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than I can easily say the generally genial relations I have
kept with those who differ from me merely in argument.
I am very fond of England even as it 1s, quite apart from
what it was or might be; I have a number of popular
tastes, from detective stories to the defence of public-
houses; I have been on many occasions on the side of the
majority, as for instance in the propaganda of English
patriotism during the Great War. I could even find in
thesc ' sympathies a sufficicnt material for popular
appeals; and, in a more practical sense, I should enjoy
nothing more than always writing dectective stories,
except always reading them. But if in this much too
lucky and even lazy existence I find that my co-religion-
ists are being pelted with insults for saying that their
religion is right, it would ill become me not to put myself
in the way of being insulted. Many of them have had
far too hard a life, and I have had far too easy a life,
for me not to count it a privilege to be the object of the
same curious controversial methods. If the Dean of
St. Paul’s really does believe, as he most undoubtedly
does say, that the most devout and devoted rulers of the
Catholic Church, when they accepted (realistically and
even reluctantly) the fact of a modern miracle, were
engaged in a “‘lucrative imposture,” I should very much
prefer to believe that he accuses me, along with better
men than myself, of becoming an impostor merely for
filthy lucre. If the word *‘Jesuit” is still to be used as
synonymous with the word “‘liar,” I should prefer that
the same simple translation should apply to the word
“‘ Journalist,”’” of which it is much more often true. If
the Dean accuses Catholics as Catholics of desiring
innocent men to die in prison (as he does), I should
much prefer that he should cast me for some part in
that terrific and murderous melodrama; it might in
any case be material fdr a detective story. In short, it is
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compare’ the Blessed Trinity to an undignified dance;
the Bishop of Birmingham to compare the Blessed
Sacrament to a barbarous blood-feast. It is felt that
phrases like these cannot ruffle that human peace and
harmony which all such humanitarians desire; there
is nothing in these expressions that could possibly
interfere with brotherhood and the sympathy that is
the bond of society. We may be sure of this, for we
have the word of the writers themselves that their ‘whole
aim 1s to generate an atmosphere of liberality and love.
If, therefore, any unlucky interruption mars the harmony
of the occasion, if it is really impossible for these fraternal
festivities to pass off without some silly disturbance, or
somebody making a scene, it is obvious that the blame
must lie with a few irritable and irritating individuals,
who cannot accept these descriptions of the Trinity and
the Sacrament and the Church as soothing their feelings
or satisfying their ideas.

It is explained very clearly in all such statements that
they are accepted by all intelligent people except those
who do not accept them. But as I myself, in my political
experience, have ventured to doubt the right of the Tory
colonel to curse his political opponents and say it is not
politics, or of the lady to love everybody and loathe
Irishmen, I have the same difficulty in admitting the
right of the most liberal and large-minded Christian to
see good in all religions and nothing but evil in mine.
But I know that to publish replies to this effect, par-
ticularly direct replies given in real controversy, will be
regarded by many as a provocation and an impertinence.

Well, I must in this matter confess to being so old-
fashioned as to feel something like a point of honour.
I think I may say that I am normally of the sort to be
sociable and get on easily with my fellows; I am not so:
much disposed to quarrel as to atgue; and I value rfidre
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INTRODUCTION

IT will be naturally objected to the publication of these
papers that they are ephemeral and that they are con-
troversial. In other words, the normal critic will at once
dismiss them as too frivolous and disiike thcm as too
serious. The rather one-sided trucc of good taste,
touching all religious matters, which prevailed until a
short time ago, has now given place to a rather one-sided
war. But the truce can still be invoked, as such terrorism
of taste generally is invoked, against the minority. We all
know the dear old Conscrvative colonel who swears
himself red in the face that he is not going to talk politics,
but that damning to hell all those bloody blasted
Socialists is not politics,. We all have a kindly feeling for
the dear old lady, living at Bath or Cheltenham, who
would not dream of talking uncharitably about anybody,
but who does certainly think the Dissenters are too
dreadful or that Irish servants are really impossible.
It is in the spirit of these two very admirable persons
that the controversy is now conducted in the Press on
behalf of a Progressive Faith and a Broad and Brotherly
Religion. So long as the writer employs vast. and
universal gestures of fellowship and hospitality to all
those who are ready to abandon their religious beliefs,
he is allowed to be as rude as he likes to al] those who
venture to retain them. The Dean of St. Paul’s permits
himsclf genially to call the Catholic Church a treacherous
and bloody corporation; Mr. H. G.'Wells is allowed to

I
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