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including nine new species
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Abstract

Fifteen Begonia species are described from limestone hills in the Kuching
Division, Sarawak, Borneo, of which nine are new: B. andersonii Kiew &
S.Julia, B. burttii Kiew & S.Julia, B. chaiana Kiew & S.Julia, B. corrugata
Kiew & S.Julia, B. kiamfeeii Kiew & S.Julia, B. paoana Kiew & S.Julia, B.
penrissenensis Kiew & S.Julia, B. punchak Kiew & S.Julia and B. serapatensis
Kiew & S.Julia. The distribution of these begonias confirms that the Bau
limestone flora is phytogeographically distinct and shows that the Padawan-
Serian and Penrissen limestone areas also form two distinct phytogeographic
areas and that there are few species shared between the three areas.

Introduction

In common with limestone elsewhere in Sabah and Sarawak, the limestone
hills in the Kuching Division are tower karst formations with sheer cliffs.
They occur as isolated hills and in the Kuching Division are now surrounded
by cultivation. Geologically, limestone in the Kuching Division has been
subdivided into three areas: the Bau, Padawan-Serian and Penrissen
limestone areas (Banda e al., 2004).

The Bau limestone is best known botanically (Kiew ez al.,2004) and includes
both the well-known tourist caves, Wind Cave (formerly called Gunung
Lubang Angin) and Fairy Cave (Gunung Kapur). Being closest to Kuching
town, it was explored botanically as early as 1845 when Hugh Low collected
there (Kiew et al.,2004). Other 19" century collectors include G.D. Haviland
(1891-1895) and H.N. Ridley (1893, 1903), who wrote an account of Bornean
begonias (Ridley, 1906).



































































































